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Chairman’s Chatter December 2025

We had a fun end of the year dinner, good food, good company and an excellent photo exhibition.
Thanks go to the main organizers, Sue Grills and Penny Shaw and all who chipped in helping. Angie
Shaw must also be congratulated for the stylish table decorations. (I strongly suspect that her
husband paid for the flowers so thanks to him also!)

Of course, doing a good job has its downsides as you probably get asked to do it all again next year!

At the last committee meeting, the committee choose the set subjects for the next 2026 year based
on the suggestions from the members, and the number of times a suggestion came up. All very
democratic!

The set subject for January is mountains but the complete monthly list will appear in the next
Newsletter.

There has been a change to the format of the monthly Midlands Meander Association Competition.
There are now general categories which you can enter during any month. Hopefully this will make it
easier for members to enter. If it is found that more photos of a particular theme are required for
marketing purposes, then the MMA will ask me to bring this to the club members’ attention.

The MMA left the 2025 prizes at home when coming to the Club dinner so they have been asked to
come to the Club January meeting to hand out awards.

Amber Camera Club judges will be judging for the Hibiscus Coast salon in April 2026 and | have asked
the Hibiscus Coast judges to judge in the upcoming Amber Camera Club, (ACC), salon in the 2026-
2027 salon period. (Well, that is fair isn't it?)

The committee members are currently updating our duties. This is to ensure that new committee
members quickly get up to speed and don’t learn the hard way. And that some duties don’t fall
through the cracks between committee members. This is a useful duties start point but there is
nothing wrong with a new committee changing the member duties. Committee member duties
should just be kept up to date.

| have made contact with the Treverton Headmaster, offering photographic training and
membership of the ACC at student rates. He envisages ultimately using pupils as school event
photographers. He is definitely interested, especially the concept of using ZOOM to attend meetings.
A new teacher is joining Treverton who is a videographer and does white water canoeing with a
prosthetic hand! Sound like quite a guy and would be ideal to head up a school photographic
interest group. | am interested to get him to talk to the ACC about videography and learn how it
varies from cell phone videos.

At the risk of sounding like a cracked record we need:

1. A newsletter editor. Rose Douglas has kindly offered to continue the newsletter for now,
but | know that she wants to travel and take photos.

2. An outings organizer. We need somebody whose sole responsibility is recommending and
organizing outings. Currently it is the responsibility of the committee but it is not happening
efficiently. There are plenty of ideas but shared responsibility simply does not work! As
recommended in the last newsletter we need to go to Bertie’s studio in Pietermaritzburg for
a portraiture workshop.

3. We need to be training up a new chairperson during the course of 2026. | firmly believe
that the chairperson’s position should be on a 2 year rotational basis. A new face brings new
ideas. And | wish to start a new committee position, responsible for learning, teaching and
training. But | currently cannot put the necessary time in needed to grow this activity. Dave
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Mullin tells me the Hibiscus Coast club grew from about 30 members to about 70 members
in 5 years due to concentrating on training. That is the way to go! And | wish to do this when
| step down from the chairman’s position.

However, | have come to realize that asking for volunteers does not work.
So expect to be tapped on the shoulder and be told that the ACC needs you!

Happy snapping
Mark Preston-Whyte
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ABOUT THE CLUB

Amber Camera Club was established in 2011 by a group of passionate
photographers. It has grown from strength to strength in the time it has been
running thanks to a hard-working committee.

We welcome photographers of all ages and all levels to join our club in the hopes of
helping them grow and creating an environment for likeminded people to meet and
socialize.

There is a meeting every month - on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in the evening at
the Amber Valley Auditorium at 6:30pm. Everyone and anyone are welcome to join.
We also host an outing on the Saturday following the meeting to practice some
photography.

If you would like to find out more information — please contact us on
ambercameraclub@gmail.com or contact one of our dedicated committee members,
details, of which, are below.

Chairperson: Mark Preston-Whyte 082 564 0729
Secretary: Sue Grills 073 571 4971

Competition Steward: Jenny Kruger 082 871 1782
Treasurer: Biddy Jung 072 259 3809
Membership: Helga Holst 076 816 6454

Editor: Rose Douglas 076 402 6020

Tea: Helga Holst 07681666454

Exhibitions: Penny Shaw 082 564 3144

E-mail: ambercameraclub@gmail.com

The Amber Camera Club is proudly affiliated with the

A
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% Society of South Africa

WWww.pssa.co.za
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A VERY BIG CONGRATULATIONS TO:-
SHIRLEY SWINGLER

The PSSA has awarded Shirley her EPSSA (Mille-Premium).

This entails receiving 1350 acceptances
over 3 categories:-
Nature, Open and Mono.

MEMBERS WEBSITESNVLOES/
BLOGSUTUBE CHANNELS

Paul Bartho: www.bartho.blog
Mark Preston-Whyte: www.markpw6.wixsite.com/website-copy

Rose Douglas: U-Tube channel — Rose Douglas Explore Africa

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR OWN SITE LISTED, PLEASE SEND YOUR DETAILS TO THE EDITOR.

The Amber Camera Club is proudly affiliated with the

—[g Photographic

nop Society of South Africa

N.pssa.co.za
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CREATIVE
JUNIOR - Brian Groenewald SENIOR - Joan Jung

NATURE & WILDLIFE
JUNIOR - lain Kerr SENIOR - Chris Swingler

OPEN
JUNIOR - Brian Groenewald SENIOR - Joan Jung

PHOTO JOURNALISM & SPORT
JUNIOR - lain Kerr SENIOR - Mark Preston-Whyte

SCAPES
JUNIOR - Brian Groenewald SENIOR - Penny Shaw

SET SUBJECT
JUNIOR - Biddy Jung SENIOR - Charles Henderson

MOST GOLDS & MERITS
JUNIOR - Biddy Jung SENIOR - Shirley Swingler

MOST IMPROVED PHOTOGRAPHER
Brian Groenewald

MOST JUDGES CHOICE AWARDS
JUNIOR - Biddy Jung SENIOR - Shirley Swingler

MOST POINTS
JUNIOR - Brian Groenewald SENIOR - Shirley Swingler
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1st - Helga Holst
Whipping Waves over Midmar
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2nd - Angie Shaw

| am Out of Here
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3rd - Di Hampson
Silver Agapanthus
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2028 GLUB COMPETTTIONS
SET SUBJECTS

JANUARY - MOUNTAINS closes 1ST January

FEBRUARY - HANDS closes 1st February
MARCH - MINIMALISTIC closes 1st March
APRIL - THROUGH THE WINDOW (KZN INTERCLUB SS)
closes 1st April
MAY - RIM LIGHTING closes 1st May
JUNE - ARCHITECTURE closes 1st June
JULY - WINDOW LIGHT closes 1st July
AUGUST - POETRY IN MOTION closes 1st August
SEPTEMBER - SHADOWS (MONO) closes 1st September
OCTOBER - MOODS & EMOTIONS closes 1st October
JANUARY 27- MISTY LANDSCAPE

At least 1 of your 4 entries should be entered in our Set Subject for this month, the
balance may be entered in this category or across any of the remaining 9 categories
on PhotoVault. If you are unable to enter anything in the set subject, you forfett that
Image and enter only 3 in other categories.

NOTE: Remember to size correctly: at least one of the image dimensions must be
exactly 1920px wide or 1080px high and sized up to 2Mb
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Calendar for year ending June 2026

No Club Salon Name Closing Date
1{Amber Camera Club Amber Camera Club 2nd International AV Salon 2025/07/01
2|Witzenberg Photographic Society 5th Witzenberg Photographic Society Digital Print Salon 2025 2025/07/05
3|Edenvale Photographic Club 9th Danube Summer Circuit 2025 2025/07/15
4|Edenvale Photographic Club 8th Edenvale National Digital Salon, 75th Anniversary 2025/07/19
5|National Photographic Club (NPC) 30th Birthday Celebration Salon NPC 2025/08/02
B6|PSSA Up and C:Jming 28th PSSA UP and COMING National Salon 2025 2025/08/09
7|Sandton Photographic Society Sandton 10th National Digital Salon 2025/08/16
8|Durban Camera Club 3rd Durban Camera Club Digital Salon 2025/08/30
9|PSSA Salon 6th PSSA YOUTH National Salon 2025 2025/09/06

10|Witzenberg PS, CTPS, Swartland FK Western Cape Print Circuit (Three Regions) 2025/09/06
11|Bloemfontein Camera Club Bloemfontein CC Salon 2025 2025/09/13
12|Camera Club of Johanneshurg Camera Club of Johannesburg 90th Anniversary 2025/09/27
13|Kroonstad Fotoklub 2nd Kroonstad Fotoklub Life in Monochrome PDI Salon 2025/10/11
14|Rustenburg Photographic Society 7th Rustenburg National Digital Salon 2025/10/25
15|F Stop Photographic Society 2nd F Stop 2025/11/08
16|Vanderbijliparkse Fotografiese Vereniging 7th Vanderbilparkse Fotografiese Vereniging National Digital Sald  2025/11/15
17|Brandpunt Fotoklub 7de Brandpunt Fotoklub Nasionale Salon 2026/01/10
18|Bethal Fotografieklub 5th Bethal PDI Salon 2026/01/17
19|Swartland Fotografieklub 10th Swartland PDI and Print Salon 2026/01/31
20{Highway Camera Club 2nd Highway Salon 2026/02/07
21|Ermelo Fotoklub Ermelo Fotoklub 5th National Digital Salon 2026/02/21
22|AFO Fotografieklub 14th National AFO Salon 2026 2026/03/07
23|PSSA Up and Coming 29th PSSA UP and COMING National Salon 2025 2026/03/14
24|South African Visual Arts Society (SAVAS SAVAS 4th Digital Salon 2025 2026/03/21
25|PS5A Salon PSSA International Salon of Photography 2026 2026/03/28
26|Worcester Fotografieklub Waorcester FK 2de Nasionale Salon 2026/04/04
27|Boksburg Camera Club 8th Boksburg National Digital Salon - PDI 2026/04/11
28|Hibiscus Coast Photographic Society  |7th HCPS National Digital Salon 2026/04/18
29|Tafelberg Fotografie Klub TAF Klub Print & PDI Salon 2026 2026/05/02
30|Kosmos Fotografie Klub 4th Kosmos Fotografie Klub Salon 2026/05/16
31|Magalies Foto Fun Club 10 th MFFC DPI Salon 2026/05/30
32|Scottburgh Camera Club SCC 1ST NATIONAL DIGITAL SALON 2026/06/13
33|Northern Gauteng Region 3rd SANParks Honorary Rangers Pretoria Region PDI Salon 2025 2026/06/27
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The Midlands Meander Association, (MMA), Photo themes for 2026.

The important change from this year is that there is no longer a photo theme for a
particular month. Rather, there are 6 general themes which you can take at any time of
the year. This means that it does not matter if you miss a particular monthly theme. You
will still be limited to 3 photos per month but hopefully there will be more photos going
to MMA and less frustrated photographers.

There is a wide range of possible pictures so have fun.

We are excited to continue our annual partnership with you — it has become a highlight on the
Midlands Meander calendar, and we are so grateful for the enthusiasm, creativity and incredible
images you produce each year.

forward, the Midlands Meander Association would love to supply our own themes to help guide the
creative direction and encourage images that best showcase the natural beauty, people and spirit of
our region. These photographs will continue to be used across our marketing platforms, including
social media, web and print — helping us promote the Midlands Meander in a fresh, authentic and
visually compelling way. We hope these new themes will inspire even more participation and spark
fun, exciting photographic exploration of the Meander.

Thank you for your ongoing support and for bringing our region to life through your lenses.

Here are 5 strong, marketing-ready photography themes that celebrate natural beauty, people,
culture, and the spirit of the Midlands Meander — while keeping it fun and engaging for the
photographers:

Please can the submitted photographs be 1MB or higher.
Please state your name and where the photograph was taken.

1. “Wild Midlands” Showcase the raw, untamed beauty of the region — wildlife, rivers, forests,
morning mist, birds and small details found in nature.

2. “Hands at Work” Celebrate the makers and artisans: potters, leatherworkers, brewers, bakers,
weavers, woodwarkers, farmers — real hands doing real Midland’s work.

3. “People of the Meander” Portraits or candid moments of locals, visitors, artists, farmers, families
and workers — storytelling through faces and interactions. Please try and get the name of person
and place of work. We can then do the home work and find the story to go with the photo.

4. “Colour Burst Midlands” Capture vibrant colour in the Midlands: wildflowers, art, market scenes,
stained glass, bright produce, painted buildings, sunrises/sunsets, Autumn or spring colours.

5. “Farm to Table” Show the Midlands’ food identity: local farmers, fresh produce, chefs in kitchens,
bakery scenes, harvests, markets, breads, dairy, herbs.

And lastly the Bonus...

6. “The Story of a Day on the Meander” A narrative theme: from sunrise to sunset, capturing a
sequence or single moment that represents a full Mid lands experience. This in particular will be
showcased on social media... We look forward to another wonderful year of collaboration and

'A creativity!
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AGG Norh VS ACG Souity
CLOSED ON THE 30TH NOVEMBER.

Twenty images in each category are to be chosen from your
submitted images on Sunday 7 December at 12h00, in our
normal venue, and we request four-star workers and above to

please join the Committee to be part of the image selection
process.
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A good chance to take photos for MMA at the same time.

Hands in photography can be used to convey emotion, add a human element, and tell a story, but
they require careful posing to avoid looking unnatural or distorted. Key techniques include keeping
them relaxed, using props, angling them to avoid a bulky appearance, and giving them specific
actions like touching the face or hair, or holding an cbject.

General tips
« Relax: Avoid tense or clenched fists. Encourage subjects to keep fingers slightly

separated.

« Avoid distortion: Do not place hands too close to the camera. Avoid showing the full
palm or back of the hand directly to the camera, as this can make them look wider.

Instead, angle the hands to show the side.

« Use props: Give hands something to do by holding or interacting with a prop, such as

a cup, jacket, or musical instrument.

« Keep them engaged: Hands can look awkward if left to hang. Direct your subject to
do something with their hands, like playing with their hair, touching their face, or
resting them on a prop or their own body.

« Emphasize softness: In beauty and portrait photography, hands should almost

always appear soft and gentle, unless the mood requires intensity.

« Consider the angle: When hands are below the waist, they should generally point

down. When above the waist, they should point up.

Common poses and actions
« Hands on face/hair: Gently touch the face or hair. For example, place a hand on the
chin, run fingers through hair, or push hair behind an ear.

« Hands on body: Rest one or both hands on the hips, stomach, or leg. For a more

dynamic pose, cross arms with hands resting on the opposite arm or leg.

« Hands on objects: Hold a jacket, a bag, or the hands of another person in a group
photo.

s For couples: Highlight emotional connections by having hands gently placed on each
other or on the other person's face, waist, or shoulder.
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For Christmas photography, focus on capturing candid moments, use festive decorations
and props, and adjust your camera settings for low light, like increasing ISO and using a
cloudy white balance for indoor shots. To create unique photos, experiment with lighting
during the "blue hour," try reflective surfaces, layer foreground elements, or utilize both
indoor and outdoor scenes to showcase different aspects of the holiday traditions.
Capture the moments

» Focus on traditions: Photograph family traditions, whether it's decorating the tree,
baking cookies, or opening presents,

« Document the process: Capture the entire process of activities like decorating
gingerbread houses, from mixing ingredients to the final product.

s Capture quiet moments: Don't be afraid to take photos during quiet moments on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

» Embrace the "blue hour": Shoot during the late afternoon/sunset to blend natural
light with the emerging Christmas lights for a magical effect.

¢ Utilize the setting: Photograph food on the Christmas dinner table, playing with
reflections on glasses.

Use technical and creative tips

e Adjust camera settings:

o]

White Balance: Change your white balance to "Cloudy" to make shots look
warmer and brighter, especially in snow or dull weather.

ISO: Don't be afraid to increase your I1SO to 1600, 3200, or even 6400 for low-
light indoor shots, depending on your camera.

Shutter Speed: Use a faster shutter speed like 1/250™ or quicker to freeze
motion, or a slower one for effects like the motion blur of passing cars.

s Get creative with light and reflections:

o]

Use reflections: Use car bonnets or other reflective surfaces to create

cinematic and surreal effects with Christmas lights.

Layer foregrounds: Angle your camera to include softly lit foreground
elements like lamps or shop lights to add depth.

Capture window displays: Take photos of people near festive window
displays to capture the atmosphere, using the light from the window to
illuminate the subject.

Enhance your shots
« Use props and decorations: Incorporate Christmas jumpers, tinsel, and other festive

decorations into your photos.
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« Vary your backgrounds: Don't always shoot in front of the same tree. Explore
different locations and use the holiday decorations as a backdrop for both posed and
candid shots.

« Think about your subject: Focus on the things that matter and position subjects to
emphasize their close relationships.

« Coordinate outfits: Consider outfits with a cohesive colour palette, such as deep

reds, forest greens, or creamy whites, to make the family photos stand out.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE...... REMEMBER THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON...
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LETS NOT FORGETH

MONTHLY MEETING - 20TH JANUARY @1830
We will first have the AGM
followed by
Our speaker - Alan Nixon
Judging - A Judge’s perspective

MIDLANDS MEANDER COMPETITION
At the end of every month the categories will be
closed and sent to the MMA
and a fresh month will
open on Photovault.

MONTHLY COMPETITION

Closing date 1st January

SET SUBJECT: Mountains

MONTHLY OUTING/WORKSHOP
To be announced at the meeting

PMBER
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