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Matters Arising from the October Meeting
Our meeting was attended by 26 members and 2 online members. We welcomed 1 visitor to the proceedings.

Salon Acceptances
A large number of our members received multiple acceptances in a diverse selection of Salons. Well done to these
winners, who are listed in the attachment to this newsletter.

Discussion Evening — Tuesday 21° October at 18H30
Don’t forget this event. Send your images to the IPIP address.

Promotions

Our hearty congratulations are extended to the following members who have been promoted to a higher Star level:
- Antje Higgo — 4 Star

- Pat Clark - 4 Star

- Deon Heyns — 5 Star

Wildlife Presentation

Jordan Britz a professional Wildlife Film Maker, gave us an engrossing insight into this genre, showpiecing his use of
digital as well as film media. His iconic still and moving images of leopards specifically, had us all “drooling” with
envy. Jordan briefly explained his growth path into the exacting genre of professional wildlife photography and also
touched briefly on the typical gear used during a professional shoot. His underwater shots were particularly
interesting

Those members who were unable to attend our October meeting missed a great show.The meeting closed at 20H30

Outings and Events
GATSBY — CIRK CRESTA
Friday or Saturday evening or Sunday afternoon. Runs until 31 January 2026. R180-R320
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SWIMMING POOL MODEL SHOOT
25 OCTOBER 2025 AND 1 NOVEMBER 2025. ONLY 8 PHOTOGRAPHERS PER SESSION. In the afternoon — 16h30

Please see our WhatsApp Group for further details of these outings.

Weekend Away
e CHRISSIESMEER
e 10-12 APRIL 2026
e N17 Springs, Bethal, Ermelo (35 km north of Ermelo)
The Lake District of SA — 270 lakes and pans
John Jack Inn — 14 people (R1500 per night for 2)
e Kings Guest House - 19 people (R1960 per night for 2)
e Chrissiesmeer Country Cabins — 14 people (R1040 per night for 2)

Members agreed that staying together in one establishment is more convivial and choice of accommodation will be
discussed in due course.

Up-coming Set Subjects
The set subject for November is LEVITATION.

Levitation photography is a creative technique where a photographer stages a scene to make a subject—or objects—
appear to be floating or defying gravity, often achieved by posing the subject on a hidden support like a stool or using
a temporary suspension method. The effect is then perfected in post-processing software, such as Photoshop, by
removing the supports and blending the images to create a surreal, magical, or mind-bending visual composition.

General Guidelines for submission of members’ monthly images
Submission Procedure:
All images must be submitted via www.photovaultonline.com. Instructions on how to use this App can be obtained
from the Committee.
Time Limits:
1. Set Subject
To be taken within 12 months of submission

2. Members’ Challenge
To be taken within 6 months of submission

Monochrome Submissions:

Monthly submitted photos must include at least one monochrome image subject to the following guidelines:
1. Should you submit 2 set subject and 2 members challenge images, one must be monochrome.
2. Should you submit 4 colour, the image with the image with the lowest score will be disqualified.
3. Should you submit 3, 2 or 1 images, there is no need to submit a monochrome image.

Image Processing:
e images must have been taken by you.
e You may however use Photoshop brushes.
e Should you, for example, do a background or sky replacement, you may not use the Al tool for this purpose.
The new background or sky must have been taken from another one of your images.

Naming of Images:
¢ When naming your images for submission, use the opportunity to tell the judges more about the image. It's
the only opportunity you have.
e Use a name which fits the image;
e Try not to use the theme name in the name with number eg. Abstract 1 and Abstract 2
e Try not make it a long sentence, remember someone has to type the name out twice in full, once for the
peer vote voting form and once for the judging outcome

Page | 2


http://www.photovaultonline.com/

Photovault Submission

Rules are Rules

Every time you enter photographs for the monthly club challenge or a salon via Photovault you are asked to confirm:
“I am familiar and agree to the Terms and Conditions of this event”

Do you know what you have agreed and committed to? Have you read the terms and conditions? There is a link
below, but a summary of the key points is

1.
2.

Artificial Intelligence created images or components are not allowed

All parts of the image must be photographed by the author who must retain the original unretouched files
for proof if required

Any post processing of images must be done by the author

Manipulation is prohibited in nature, photo travel, street, sport and photojournalism (We currently do not
normally apply this rule in club challenges but assume all images are entered in Open for judging purposes)
An image may be used only once in an entry regardless of the category or whether the image is in colour or
monochrome

Each image must have a unique name, which may not be altered or re-titled in its lifetime

There is a cumulative limit of 3 acceptances per image in its lifetime. A colour and mono version of an image

count as the same image. (Our club follows a similar standard in promotion rules)

Have a look at the terms and conditions as well as FAQ here. There is much more comprehensive detail and
explanation

https://pssa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/005-PSSA-Approved-Salon-Definitions-and-Conditions-of-Entry-

%E2%80%93-V2026.1-2025-05-04.pdf

Franconi Challenge

This regular yearly activity will again take place during 2025, subject to the following guidelines:

1.

N o vk wnN

o

10.

11.
12.

One topic may be chosen and submitted, thereafter the final images may be taken;

Six images must be submitted with a written narrative;

Deadline for submissions 31 October 2025;

You may change your topic once through the year, taking images from that new date;

Choose a topic which will challenge you and with which you will learn new skills;

Do not choose a theme that you used in previous years, even in a different variation;

You can practice many more topics, decide which will work, perfect the process, submit as topic and then
take final images (may not work with travel photos);

Submit your images to other photographers — share your photos and get feedback;

Carefully choose the Name of the submission — it must reflect topic;

Make sure each image reflects and encompasses the topic and the name of submission. The set will be judged
as a panel (set). They must all clearly speak to the topic;

Take note of the order of the photographs —the order could tell a story;

Each image must be technically correct in terms of focus, exposure etc. (unless intentionally otherwise, which
you explain in your text submission);
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13. Study the comments and scores of your and other panels to further your learning;
14. Normal club rules apply for manipulation and use of Al.

A Pause To Reflect

For no apparent reason, included this month are two short inserts which highlight some truisms on which we may
wish to reflect.

Thankyou Pat for the following thought-provoking sentiments.

Wabi - Sabi by Pat Clark
Wabi-sabi is a philosophy that appreciates the charm of things that are aged, worn or flawed. It is a Japanese
concept that celebrates the perfectly imperfect — the charm of cracks, decay and the magic of things that have a little
history.

In photography, wabi-sabi is the green light to ditch perfection! Seek out the weathered, worn and the wonderfully
flawed. Capture the story in the scratches, cracks and broken — of things that are a little rough around the edges. It
is the opposite of glossy, staged perfection and it is a goldmine for photographers who love storytelling through
texture, mood and detail.

How often have you seen a photo of a chipped teacup, rusty bicycle or an old person lined with wrinkles, grey hair
and missing teeth and felt strangely drawn to it? That’s wabi-sabi speaking to you!!

It isn't about what's broken—it's about what remains. It’s about honouring the passage of time and seeing beauty
where others might not.

Wabi-sabi invites us to slow down and notice the overlooked: the weathered bench with peeling paint, the wrinkled
hands of an old gardener, the soft light on a cracked wall etc. It is emotion over perfection and polish. So next time
you are out shootmg Iook for the mystery, history, imperfect and ﬂawed your camera W|II thank you.

Do We Take Things For Granted — A USA Interlude by Yours Truly
On our arrival at JFK airport last month, we were wheeled from the aircraft by two Spanish-speaking “carers” (we
always travel “ASSIST” these days when embarking on long-haul flights — it confers useful benefits) and during the
long transit to Immigration and Baggae Collection, our two helpers struck up a casual conversation.

”n u

First question was “are you coming home”, “no”, | explained “we live in South Africa”. “You NO live in USA?” was the
rather surprised retort. | explained that we were on vacation and will be staying with our family. With this, the lady
pushing my wife came to an abrupt halt and with an incredulous look said “you have SON in USA why you NO live
here”? At the time | thought this was rather impertinent but let it slide.

Anyway when meeting our Son in the arrivals hall we said goodbye to our willing helpers who gazed at us in
bewilderment after having seen the enthusiastic welcome which we received from our Son. It only struck me later
that these persons were probably two of the lucky ones who had gained legal entry into the USA — possibly after a
long and tortuous process, starting out from a disadvantaged or dysfunctional Spanish-speaking region (it would
appear the if you have family living legally in the USA, your chances of gaining entry are elevated — hence their
surprised reaction to our CHOOSING not to live in the USA!).
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| guess that it kinda puts things into perspective. Are we the lucky ones who still have the option of choosing where
we wish to live (or not to live) and do we take for granted that we were never massed in a border town with our
faces pressed against a chainlink fence - figuratively speaking of course - hoping for a better life on the other side.

Makes ya think hey!

Members’ Forum
Thankyou to Sue Bowden for this months’ article highlighting some of the attractions of our City.
For the Love of Jozi
For those wishing to experience the vibrancy of our city, there are many opportunities to explore Joburg in the safety

of a group. Participating in city and township walks over the years has deepened my love of our city.

Contra Joburg (https://contra.joburg/)

A well organised immersive 2-day visual arts experience on the last weekend of August. Shuttles run between venues
every 20 minutes. This event is a window into the artistic culture in downtown Johannesburg and a great opportunity
to photograph artists at work and city life. Some favourites are:

August House (https://augusthouse.co.za/): This 5-story building in End Street, Doornfontein, has studio space
for 40 artists from all over the African continent. The artists open their studios to the public for the weekend.

Bag Factory Artists’ Studios (https://www.bagfactoryart.org.za/): An older studio space in Newtown.

Creative Uprising Hub @Transwerke: A beautiful Art Deco building on Constitution Hill, with artists, furniture
restorers, shoe manufacturers, dress makers, and upholsterers filling the spaces.

.

o E

(Source: In Your Pocket)

Jozi My Jozi Walks
Taking place on the last weekend of September, this event JDA sponsored walking tours in partnership with local

community activists, tourism entrepreneurs, walking tour operators, and heritage specialists. The 2025 programme
is still being finalised and will include walks in Joburg Inner City including Newtown and Maboneng, Yeoville, Orange
Grove, Melville/Brixton, Fordsburg, Kensington, Chinatown Cyrildene, Lorentzville /Troyeville, Soweto, Alexandra,
and Hillborow. Photographers are invited to the walks to capture the moments for the JDA. Or just walk!

Joburg Photowalker o
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The Joburg Photowalkers is a group of enthusiastic Joburg photographers led by Mark Straw who meet up on weekends to
explore interesting city neighbourhoods on foot. They are very active, and the walks focus on architecture, nature, city
skylines, people, and heritage of the city. Joining these walks offers great photo opportunities within the safety of the group.

Here are a couple of walks | have recently enjoyed.

Maharishi Invincibility Institute (https://maharishiinstitute.org/)

In 2023, Anglo American donated one of their Marshalltown building to Maharishi Invincibility Institute, a
leading non-profit private education institution dedicated to empowering underprivileged youth in the inner
city and surrounds. The Institute focuses on access to on-the-job training for students and actively works to
help graduates secure sustainable jobs at some of the country’s leading corporates. The Da Vault Lounge in
Marshall Street is open for coffee / breakfast from 08h00.

‘Hey Hillbrow! Let’s Dlala!’ festival (https://groundup.org.za/article/artists-take-over-streets-hillorow/)

A Parade through Hillbrow, organised by the Windybrow Theatre Complex that takes place annually on Africa

Next meeting : Tuesday 4" November
Venue : MOTH Hall 18:00 for 18:30

Submissions : On Photovault before Midnight 25™ October

Hope you enjoyed the October newsletter
HAPPY SHOOTING
IPIP PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
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Members’ Images — October 2025

Salon Acceptances

28th National Up and Coming

Category Award Photo Title Photographer
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLOYRccepted Ready for take off Pat Clark
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN MONOC] Accepted Beautful Melboune Pat Clark
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN MONOCH®CaMed Contemplation Pat Clark
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLOY Accepted Frost Antje Higgo
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLORccepted White goose on water Antje Higgo
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COl Accepted | See You Kim Lategan
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COlQicEepted Out for 3 Swim Kim Lategan
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COU Accepted Swimming Duck Kim Lategan
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLOURccepted Behind Bars Kim Lategan
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COU Accepted Sunset in the bush Bernhard Mahi
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN MONOCHROMEd The egg Bernhard Mahi
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLO| Certificate of Merit Rosy Lips Gerry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COlQigeepted Piggy Back Ride Germry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - NATURE - COl Accepted Secretary bird 8 Gerry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLOlPlcoe-pted Warm Brandy Gerry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN - COLOU Accepted Storm in a Teacup Germry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN MONOCH®ROCMEd Rim kght behind Gemry Mullon
SECTION 1 - JUNIOR - OPEN MONOC] Accepted Screw Skyline Gemy Mulion




Members’ Images — October 2025

Salon Acceptances

Edenvale Salon

Category Award Photo Title Photographer
Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Canola Fields Saskia Cole
Still Life OR Table Top - COLOUR Accepted Tea for Two Saskia Cole
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Close Up Dahlia Sacha Fermor
Still Life OR Table Top - COLOUR Accepted Bvlgari Rose Goldea Sacha Fermor
Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Mt Cook through the window | Jack James
Open Colour - COLOUR Certificate of Merit Rosy Lips Gemy Mullon
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Wam Brandy Germy Mullon
Open Monochrome - MONOCHROME | Accepted Rim light behind Gerry Mullon
Still Life OR Table Top - COLOUR Accepted Arum Lily Dudley Schnetler
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Final resting place Nikki Twomey
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Fishermans dawn Nikki Twomey
Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Cabin fever Nikki Twomey
Still Life OR Table Top - COLOUR Accepted Comfort food Nikki Twomey




Members’ Images — October 2025

Salon Acceptances

NPC 30« Birthday Celebration

Category Award Photo Title Photographer

Open Monochrome - MONOCHROME | Certificate of Merit Ballet Man Saskia Cole
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Splashing Saskia Cole
Open Monochrome - MONOCHROME | Accepted The Jaguar Jack James
Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Bay of Moorings Jack James
Human Portraits - COLOUR Certificate of Merit Eyes Germry Mullon
Human Portraits - COLOUR Accepted | see you Gemry Mullon
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Scotch on the Rocks Germry Mullon
Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Rosy Lips Germry Mullon
Open Monochrome - MONOCHROME | Accepted Screw Skyline Germry Mullon
Open Monochrome - MONOCHROME | Accepted Rim light behind Gerry Mullon
Human Portraits - COLOUR Accepted Old man look at my life Nikki Twomey

Durban Camera Club 2025

Category Award Photo Title Photographer

Photo Journalism and Sport - COLOUR | Accepted Fixed Up Bruce Clark

Scapes - COLOUR Category Runner Up - DCC Silver Clubl Mount Bromo Deon Heyns

Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Golden Puff Deon Heyns

Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted somewhere in a forest Alan Mason

Scapes - COLOUR Accepted sunrise in arniston Alan Mason

Open Colour - COLOUR Certificate of Menit Rosy Lips Germry Mullon

Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Warm Brandy Germry Mullon

Open Colour - COLOUR Accepted Red red wine Germry Mullon

Scapes - COLOUR Accepted Cabin fever Nikki Twomey




Members’ Images — October 2025
$$ — Judges’ Vote
1-3 STAR WINNER

Jenny Williamson — Kings Cross Station (40)




Members’ Images — October 2025
$$ — Judges’ Vote

4 STAR WINNER

Lesly Kearns Eastwick — Sunrise (38)




Members’ Images — October 2025
$$ — Judges’ Vote

5 STAR WINNER AND PEER VOTE WINNER

Alan Mason — Hot air ballooning




Members’ Images — October 2025

$$ — Peer Vote

3 STAR WINNER
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Members’ Images — October 2025
$$ — Peer Vote

4 STAR WINNER

Louise Schnetler - Quiver Tree Forest
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Members’ Images — October 2025

1-3 STAR Winner

GERRY MULLON - LUNAR ECLIPSE (44 COM)




Members’ Images — October 2025
MC = Judges’ Vote

4 STAR WINNERS TIE
Phileen Ludge - He who wears the crown (36)

_ Shirley Buckléy -H-Sen;cinel Security Team (36)



Members’ Images — October 2025
MC - Judges’ Vote

5 STAR WINNERS TIE
Dave Wolstencroft — Early Arniston Light (38)

Sandy van Vuuren - Crossroads at dusk (38)



Members’ Images — October 2025

1-3 STAR Winner

Antje Higgo — Mystical Moon




Members’ Images — October 2025

MC -

Peer Vote

4 STAR Winner
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Geoff Twomey — Curves and Cables
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Members’ Images — October 2025
MC - Peer Vote

5 STAR Winner

Sandy van Vuuren - Crossroads at dusk (38)
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Members’ Images — October 2025
Monochrome

1-3 STAR WINNER TIE

Jenny Williamson — King Cross Station (40)
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Members’ Images — October 2025
Monochrome

1-3 STAR WINNER TIE
Dave Brimson — Stretch (40)




Members’ Images — October 2025
Monochrome

4 STAR WINNER

Louise Schnetler Quiver Tree Forest (36)
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Members’ Images — October 2025
Monochrome

5 STAR WINNER

Sandy van Vuuren - Into the light (37)
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