The Art of (Judging)
Street Photography

All the technique in the world doesn't compensate for the inability to notice,
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My Street Photography Quest

& Street photography is a popular genre (yet again)
& | was confronted with judging street photography and did not know much about the genre
& The definition could lead to misinterpretation

@ Little thought is given to the basics of photography

search” 1 found that modern street photography is very different from those of the
ret they get quoted very often
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My Street Photography Quest

@ Street photography is a popular genre (yet again)
& [ was confronted with judging street photography and did not know much about the genre
@ The definition could lead to misinterpretation

@ Little thought is given to the basics of photography

@ In my “research” I found that modern street photography is very different from those of the

masters, yet they get quoted very often
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Setting the Scene

@ By the turn 1900s" century, Paris’s open spaces
and street cafés were very popular

® These street scenes were very often documented
by Impressionism artists.

Auguste Renoir - Bal du moulin de la Galette - 1876
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Setting the Scene

@ The birth of street photography could be i||'|E-:f:d _: e ST .; I::Ji!s_l-'
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with the arrval of more portable photographic .-.-

equipment (especially the Leica I in 1925) w-" \ 6'
@ Observing and documenting everyday life in the

streets of Paris was thus also made possible in

photography. l|I

& Andre Kertez, for one, bought his first Leica in a

1927.

Andre Kertész - Le Déme Café, Montparnasse, Paris -1928
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Setting the Scene

@& We all aspire to Henri Cartier-Bresson's photographic style

& One of his us quotes are “ Whatever we have
.:J'.;!h‘q'_ Kertés s’

André Kertész - Bucharest, 1914
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André Kertész

o
Egredere Non Omnis, 1928 Les Pont Des Arts




André Kertész

André Kertész Paris 1931




Defining Street Photography

& Pinning down a finite definition of street photography is very difficult.

& Most definitions are based on the following phrase:
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Defining Street Photography

& [ like Larry E. Fink's version of the definition,

@ He then stated thatit is
& Mot Portraiture
& Not Documentary Photography

s Mot Photojournalism
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Defining Street Photography

& WMot Portraiture

@ The primary subject is peaple, at rest or in motion, alone or with others, going about the every-
day activities of life ing, sitting, standing ting, reading, eating ng, listening,

aphy. The identity of the people in the picture is less important than
th : 1position elements or representations of archetypal figures: fathers, mothers,

¢hildren, lovers, tradesmen, ete.
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Defining Street Photography

& Mot Documentary Photography
& The primary emphas n capturing a fleeting compesition, a temporary, unrepeatable
arrangement of lines, forms, textures, and tones—within a rigid frame.
& While such photographs often document clothing styles or automobile design, these details are

subordinate to the artistic clements; whereas, in strict documentary photography, content is more

important than artistry.
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Defining Street Photography

& Mot Photojournalism
MNoris it pure photojournalism (news photography) because there's nothing “news-worthy”
happening in these pictures, rather the endless repetition of daily activities,

% On the other hand, street photography at times appears in news publications for its “human

interest” value.
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Defining Street Photography

His final comment is:

Regardless of approach, composition and timing

remain the primary challenges of street photography.
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Street Photography Classification

& Fink suggests that we return to the masters to learn how to approach street photography.
@ He put them into 2 broad categories;
@ “First Generation” Street Photographers

sz: Robert Doisnean; Henrd Cartier-Bresson; Willy Ronis; Edouard Boubat; Vivian Maier;

» “Second Generation Street Photographers

Robert Doisneau Henri Cartier-Bresson Robert Frank Gary Winograd
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Street Photography Classification

& “First Generation"” Street Photographers
@ Cool distance from subjects [“invisible" photographer]
@ Undenmable empathy with subjects
@ Classical sense of composition
& Implie rative

s Anecdotal detail
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Street Photography Classification

& “Second Generation" Street Photographers
& Closer to subject; wide-angle lens; “in-yvour-face"” presence (especially William Klein)
@ Imbalanced, chaotic composition
@ Tilted framing (blind shooting-especially Gary Winograd)
& Cluttered, multi-layered, sometimes obstructed views (especially Lee Friedlander)

s Darker themes; less empathy; more satire

£

Robert Frank
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Sam Abell — National Geographic Photographer
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Street Photography - Summary

& The competition world defines street photography as a sub-genre of photojournalism, but']
hope you will agree with Larry E Fink (and myself) that the artistic efforts in creating street
photographs is of more importance than in the other sub-genres of photojournalism.

@ Follow Sam Abell's father's advice:

fof and the gestre,”
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Themes Judging Tips
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Themes Judging Tips
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Theme: Colour

» Colours have strong associations for us:

and greens are calming; thev are organicéalours withhiatural and earthy
assnciations

exciteus visually: they Have strongassociations withi blopd, lave and
passion

# Yellows and oranges are warming,

@ Remember, colour is powerful;

& If an element does notadd to the image, it detracts
from the image, and no element does so more than
colour.
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Theme: Colour
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Theme: Colour
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Theme: Colour
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Theme: Colour
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Theme: Silhouettes
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s Silliftettes creates a certain mands mastly intrigue
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Silhouettes
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Theme: Cubism
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Theme: Cubism
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Theme: Cubism
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Theme: Graffiti

& Graffiti may create a great setting

& In judging competitions, [ often see phatos where the graffiti wall and the
subject has no relation

& In fact, in most cases the subject spails the beautiful graffily

& This is my approach:

& Take some time to study the grafli .
i

» Think of ways touse it a pho
¢ Can you photograph somebodyiemmmic thi sl
@ Then wait for the right people to complete the seiting

@ Fven if 1t means you will not get any other photo that day

VL 1Y 1 S3dzE M) 2zR3S 2y LIK2023NI-IKI0 02 Y LISHii2yE L gSiie 2FiSy aSS LIK2i23
GIIK TR G162 1y N 1yR MIK243K Y240 2F 1KS8S LIK2024 1S &St SELI24SR 1yR
Iy 120023 L SU8 &StR2Y" 4SS (1KSES -l &l1-ta dzaSR 21 &Siilty3 (KS 20SyS 720 I- {iiizS
ANSSH LIK2020 hTiSy IKSES LIK2024 IS 2y 1-02dzi 1KS FUI-FR 1-yR 10 13 1Y 240 114 )7
UKS lyDfizai2y 2F LIS2LIS hy iKS LIK2(02 G1-4 y2i LEyy/SR I It 1 iKS8 1€Y 240 aLI21E (KS
NS J01-Fdhe

2K Sy LK2i2NI-LIKy3 300K I- LEF0SE G1-1S 32Y'S (hY'S {2 &ldzRe iKS - ikSy”
UKy 2T @184 (2 dzaS 1 by ONSHHily3 I K202 1-yR (KSy @l 120 LIS2LIS {2 02 Y LISIS
8240 &0SyS 1 SASY'IF i Y'SIya iK1 824z R2 y2i LK20230IUIK 1y8 20KSI 40SyS Razily3
824zl Phando

1 oSit (K20:3Ki 2dzi K202 18 G200K 1KS GhY"S 1 (1-15 7200 1t SISY Syfid (2 02Y'S
(i23SIKSIp

wSY'SY oSl K10 1Syl ZMHiiSiin . iSaz2ys alHRY &, 240 $8S Yzai 4SS I- 02Y Lizallizy 2F Iy
SeLSaaizy (K I-i 7S 1iaSEF 2FS1a e2dl I-yR 824 Yarall 126 BIK lylidziiRy GKSy i2 0607 iKS
01y Slil-é

CH



Theme: Graffiti
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Theme: Graffiti
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Theme: Graffiti
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Theme: Graffiti
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Theme: Anonymity
% Concentrate on details without 1deéntifving the people

@ (Great ice breaker )

& Lessintimidating — you don’t point the camera iiithieir faces
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Theme: Anonymity

Sdziity3 Ofiz0 edzR Iy L K9S KSHIR 2zR3S4 (147 1-020z) I 6dza@ 61-013NRdzyRo L & AY LI2NG1-ya (2
Y24 (KS RIFISISYOS 6SigSSy I 61-013N2dzyR K1 18 dyRSUY hyly3 (KS GhadzI-€ KISUI-IOKE 27
(kS 20SySI YR I 61-07FN2dzyR K16 18 KSEL) aSiity3 1KS &0SySe ¢Kia ia I- 322R SEIY'LIS
oKSIS (K& 6dzae 61-013N2dzyR 1-0ldz1-E6& dzyRSHLIYGKS {il-yal-0di2y KI-LLISyly3 6SiaSSy iKS
odz&SH 1-yR &SESy

—
3)
=
)
9]
o
=
<
-
B)
>
=)
aa)

T



Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Money Changing Hands)
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Theme: Anonymity (Intimate Moments)
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Theme: Low Angle

% Going low places your subject in a prominent position
in vour frame, normally larger than in real life

& Because it is an unusual point of view, it creates some

uniqueness in your photograph

¢ People or objects may look more surreal as they get
distorted ecially if you are also using a wide or
ultra wide focal length lens
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Theme: Low Angle
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Theme: Low Angle
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Theme: Low Angle
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Theme: Low Angle
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Theme: Low Angle
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Theme: High Angle

» Createsdistance between the viewer and the scene

@ 'he viewer becomes an observer

@ Usually used by including more of th&surroundings
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Theme: High Angle
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Theme: High Angle
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Theme: High Angle
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Theme: High Angle

{0 27 (KS AKIF

)
e
<
(7]
[\B)
<
)
(S
o
+—
-~
3]
+~
9p)]

o



Theme: High Angle
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Theme: High Angle

11y3 2y (KSIS

28 21iSy 120350 (K- 2020 LSS LIK2{230ILIKE RSTyRin2y lyOflzRSA (KS LIKII-AS
038Y 02fa 27 LIS2LISE

D]
—
\B)
<
-
S
o
o10]
=
<
an

e



Themes

¥oin”
| oy

Tt ‘

Cubism
S
y 1 »
£
Bonus

bSEl ¢KSY'S 1 4IRS Iy3S

Judging Tips

|

The Shoulder Tap

vy

OT



Theme: Wide Angle

ddesbutrather ultra wide
Bplesiieitinaware that they are includeds f frame
& MusPeet ulira close to exaggerate the main subjee

& Large depth of field

= Background bBecomes less important n.iz'nﬂishin;afr)it
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Theme: Wide Angle
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Theme: Wide Angle
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Theme: Wide Angle
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Theme: Wide Angle
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Theme: Wide Angle
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Stories

‘ @ Confronted with @ibusy, cluttefgd scene?
@ Ask vourself:
AW as thistintentional?

= Do theyadd to the story?

0]
Q
E
=
e
o
o
@)
L
<
=

{218
{2YSity'Sa &S 3Si 02y2yiSR SiiK I- K22 SliK Y 1-y8 SISY Sylas L 1a iy Li2uil-yi (2 (KSy

SEIYlyS (KS LK2(2 (2 RSISIY lyS 2F I (KS StSY Sylia MIS yS0Saal-ie d2 St I- ai2uer 20 HIS
(1K S 2dza0 GKSNS G2 RadNI-0d Fi2Y KS Y Iy adz20250(30

Mnp



Stories

[70]
Q
E
=
o
o
o
@)
L
<
=

CILY [F 820 MIS yS¢& (2 LIK2(i23NI-IKRy3 LIS2LES 32ty 1-62420 dKSI y20Y 1 1F00id1i1Sal iKSy”
153014 1yR Lizotio K26R 128 HIS I- SIHi g1 (2 205102Y°S iKI-i oISk €52L1S IS
Y2IY I hy I 322R dLIMHiGe Y'22R0 IyR 0SI8 Siffly3 (2 6S LIK202MI-LIKe ¢KS 2yt aad:S 1a
(K10 824z it FiyR M KR (2 (SIHOSH ¢Kia 14 1- mc 5S0SY S &I 1 %22 [11S ty”

2K I-yy/Saodiae

Mnc



Stories

2K 1-624zii (iKMg 2y5K
-8 LK2{230I-IKRy3 (KS RIy0SIia ty iKS aljozliS gKSy It IKSW KIyRa IS ty iKS I-IE L

Y Iy1-38R (i2 IFRR - StiAi20a 02yy2il-ii2y i2 (KS 1000 ¢Kia tFia iKS SY'Liie gKSSt OKI- by
(KS T2yA MR2Y |- Rigin-0in2y 2 iKS Y Iy 30262500

MAOT



Stories

+—
@)

=
(72)
(@F
<
=

9p)]

¢Kia 1& 1- 0SB odzag 20SyST odzi (KS Y Iy dLIfl-eSiag ONSI-S 1y lytiSNSaity3 i208T 1yR iF 824z €S
820zl S853 G2yRSN (Kli2dAK (KS 30SySI 824z @it TyR (KS al-yy2dy0SY Syl (K I (KA 1 I-
{y1JaK20 27 RI-e f0So

mMny



Stories

Ly (iKi& 20Sy'S (KS Y Iy a0z20250i 14 af1-L) 61-y3 Iy (KS YIRRIST IyR &2 y2( Tzt £SyiKe 1yR 1
(KS fI-R& GIiK 1KS Lty RISAE RiaiNI-Oity3K

¢KIA 2R Y Iy 1 d1-Uy3 2020 &2Y'S Y2yS8 (2 3¢S {2 (KS OWLILIES 664150 Iy iKS 61-013Ni2dzyRo
¢KS 3SakdziS 27 iKS 2(R Y Iy 20SIRSE (KS MIiM&i0 aK 2402 ty3a0

—
o
-
Q
S
B)
o
Q
an
[(P]
<
B

M



Judging Tips

i, 5
S - L_ !
=
¥ E ""’«
'omposition

The Shoulder Tap

bSEl ¢l ¢ O2t2d 20 Y 2y2

Mpn



Colour vs. Black & White

@ls the placement of the élements in theframe successful?
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Colour vs. Black & White
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Colour vs. Black & White
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Caolour vs. Black & White
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Judging Tips

The Shoulder Tap
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Theme: Single Photos

L
>
Q
—
5]
<
=)
5]
—
o]
<
9p)]

¢S 27 IKS LIK202 13 a{KIMHIS (KS 205¢ GKIOK 1a 61-4SR 2y iKS Lityfdzl) 62HR gKSIS 824z 01y
Lty 1- 3% 32006 SN 7210 1- ISR (2 &KIHIS (KS 1208 721 027SSo

¢KS 313y 2y (KS 6107 ol 14 192 KI-yRa SYolll-0ly3 iKS Y1 2T 17010 ¢KS Y Iy 1201
L2027 (KS LK2i2 13 162 KI-yRa &K Hity3 (KS 205 27 (KS yItY IS Y2Y Syl

[221 K26 (KS fI-Y' L) 2y7(KS €57 T20Y°3 |- Ri-I2y14 flyS (KI2d:3K (KS 2R Y I-y% KSIR {2 SyR
10 1KS £itS o280 02y0Syill-iizy SELISAaI2YS

CKIA 1jizi01t 6S01-Y'S 2yS 2T Y& TI02dziiS &liNSSh LIK2(23NI-IK a0 6{IRS y2iSI L &1-4 Jidy3 I
(147 2y aiNSSi LK2i2301-LKe {2 I- LK2[2 0fizo ly {2diK 17011 gKSy I fI-R& Iy iKS 1-1zRISy0S
LJdzii dzLd KSW KI-R 19680 L SELIEIySR Y@ £20S 121 (K1a LIK2(20 L 1-415R KSIl 6KIHi 8KS S1-yiSR (2
a1 IyR &KS NSLESRI a¢KS Y 1y ly iKS LIK2(2 13 Y8 TIHKSinyftl- g8

Mpy



Theme: Single Photos
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Theme: Single Photos
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Theme: Single Photos
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Theme: Messages
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Theme: Messages
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Theme: Single Photos
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Theme: Single Photos
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Theme: Facial Expressions
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Themes Judging Tips
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The Art of Street Photography

When people ask me what equipment I use — I tell them my eyes
- Anonymous
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The Art of Street Photography

When people ask me what equipment I use — I tell them my eyes
- Anonymous
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