








BUT – PERSONAL OPINONS AND EXPERIENCES WILL 
ALWAYS HAVE A PLACE































SUGGEST 
how it could be improved



SUGGEST 
how it could be improved



BE CAREFUL however 
of creating a whole new image 
Is that what the photographer wanted?



If everything works, do 
you have to Identify the 
bad and suggest how to 
improve it?



If everything works, do 
you have to Identify the 
bad and suggest how to 
improve it?

Even if you haven’t 
given it a score of 15?













I am a little concerned about your comments 
regarding the white lily, as I don’t recall 
sharpening it at all (I try not to with flowers 
and animals). The final images is  stack of 
about 8 RAW files, and those all get my 
standard 15% texture and 15% clarify 
adjustment when I import into Lightroom. 
When I look at the image on my monitor it 
looks fine, so maybe it’s time for another 
calibration! 

Anyway, even though I like it too, I won’t use it 
- it’s not worth the risk!



















JUDGE THE EXIF DATA



JUDGE THE EXIF DATA











Make assumptions



Assume – Ass u me

















Judge what you see and don’t make assumptions

– you can always query something afterwards 
privately.





It’s a nice picture but







Don’t get too taken up with one little point that you ignore/forget the rest.



















































I am a bit confused with the judging and the score 
that I received with one of my images - Save the 
Rhino in danger.

The judge commented that she liked the image but 
that the buildings were distracting in the 
background.

But this is a metal sculpture on the Sea Point 
promenade, a landmark feature. To remove the 
buildings will not be an accurate account of what 
anybody can see at any time of the day or night 
when they visit the promenade. 

In my opinion removing the buildings will not give 
context to the 3D sculpture created by the artist.

Therefore, do I remove the buildings, to get a 
higher score, and keep the image as an open 
category image?

If I was to enter this image as a street or 
photojournalism, with the buildings removed, it will 
receive criticism for altering the true image? 
Correct?
or



I am a bit confused with the judging and the score 
that I received with one of my images - Save the 
Rhino in danger.

The judge commented that she liked the image but 
that the buildings were distracting in the 
background.

To improve the image I would have possibly liked to 
have seen the rhino itself sharper, which you could 
have done by using a different f stop.  Of course the 
problem then is that the background wouldn’t be 
as blurred and the four posts in front of the rhino 
would become more distracting. 

The bright areas around the circle and the blur you 
have on the whole image except the foreground 
subject is distracting.  



But this is a metal sculpture on the Sea Point 
promenade, a landmark feature. To remove the 
buildings will not be an accurate account of what 
anybody can see at any time of the day or night 
when they visit the promenade. 

In my opinion removing the buildings will not give 
context to the 3D sculpture created by the artist.

Therefore, do I remove the buildings, to get a 
higher score, and keep the image as an open 
category image?

If I was to enter this image as a street or 
photojournalism, with the buildings removed, it will 
receive criticism for altering the true image? 
Correct?

Or

do I change the title to "Caught in the cross hairs 
inner city sculpture" which means that the 
buildings need to be present to complete the story 
the artist is trying to convey?
































