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Winning Prints from East Cape Photographic
Convention

Round the Clubs

[T is difficult to realise that, after five years,
this column will be the responsibility of

someone else. It has been a good five years
and now, with our good-byes to say, it is easy
to forget the many times when the printing
deadline, but not inspiration, had come and we
had to hammer our brains for the right words to
express our currents thoughts. We can forget,
too, that these thoughts were sometimes quite
unprintable as we tried to reconcile falling
revenue with rising costs and to our successors
we can tender no better wishes than that all their
thoughts will be sweet and mellow. There is no
reason why they should not be if everyone
(apart from the retiring Journal Committee)
helps to make them so.
We have tried to make "Camera News" a

good magazine. We have had our bouquets, but
we have never been satisfied because the journal
has never reached the ideal we set for it. We
hope that in five years' time the Journal Com
mittee will stilt be striving towards their ideal.
We have had brickbats and, given and taken in
the right spirit, have found them even more
useful; we are sure that our successors will
receive some of these, human nature (including
that of South African photographers) being
what it is and our advice is that they should be
considered carefully, but not allowed to exert un
due influence. In other words, if you think
them stupid, pay no attention!

We have thought "Camera News" a worth
while enterprise and could say profound things
about bearing the torch into the future. Instead,
we wilt suggest that, like everything else, it
should be seen in porper perspective.

Why, all the Saints and Sages who discuss'd
Of the Two Worlds so learnedly, are thrust
Like foolish Prophets forth; their Words

to Scorn
Are scatter'd and their Mouths are stopt with

Dust.
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Photographed at Jan Smuts Airport, Johannesburg, on 5th February, 1960, immediately prior to
their departure for Europe in a specially chartered S.A.A. DC7B, were seventy-four leading photo
graphic dealers from South Africa and Rhodesia.

The main purpose of the tour is to further improved dealer-customer relations by increasing the
technical knowledge of the touring dealers who handle Paillard Bolex and Leica camera equipment
and Agfacolor film by visiting the factories situated respectively in Switzerland and Germany. Also
in the group are Mr. J. A. J. Strack van Schyndel and Mr. A. Lalieu, Joint Managing Directors of
A. Lalieu & Company, Johannesburg, distributors in Southern Africa of Paillard Bolex, Mr. K. F. E.
Taeuber of Taeuber & Corssen (Pty) Ltd., distributors in Southern Africa of Leica cameras and
Agfacolor film, Mr. A. Merryweather, Works Manager of the photographic division of Taeuber &
Corssen (Pty) Ltd. and Mr. C. Whysall, President of the South African Photographic Trade Associa
tion. Messrs. Strack van Schyndel, Merryweather and Whysall accompanied the tour.
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WE must offer heartiest congratulations to the
P.S.S.A. Festival Committee in Bloemfontein for

the wonderful programme they have arranged for all who
are so fortunate as to be able to attend Congress, but
I would stress the necessity for booking accommodation
early. The P.S.S.A. Festival Secretary, P.O. Box 416,
Bloemfontein, will attend to your bookings provided you
notify him immediately. Somehow I feel that South
Africans have not yet got the Congress spirit which so
imbues our fellow photographers in the United States
where gatherings run into hundreds with delegates
travelling hundreds of miles to be present. With the
additional attractions that will be presented in Bloem
fontein this May I look forward to seeing a far bigger and
more representative gathering than was present at
Vereeniging last October.
Discussing P.S.S.A. activities with some fellow mem

bers recently several suggestions for improving our ac
tivities were put forward, but on each occasion the whole
point centered on "Who would supervise this or that
activity." With a membership of close on 1,000 it should
be possible to farm out jobs so that no member would
have more than one to attend to, but unfortunately this
is not the case in practice, and I get somewhat despondent
at the lack of offers of support one gets from the average
member. Two months ago I referred to the pending
retirement of our Hon. Editor and our Print Critic and
asked for volunteers to come forward and assist. The
response to date ... NIL. I certainly have been fortunate
in finding someone to carry on the very valuable work
done by Mr. Fred Harris during the past five years, but
it is the question of the Editor that is turning my hair
white with worry. Everyone seems to think the other
fellow has little or nothing to do, and it is most surprising
how many people think we in Durban have nothing to do
and can quite easily undertake the Editing of our Maga
zine. I know someone who is willing to give it a go, but
he is already doing a very important job for P.S.S.A. and
is at present acting in a second capacity whilst one of the
officials is overseas. Unless something turns up within
the next week or two I am afraid our magazine may have
to close down at least temporarily-we must have an
Editor and an Editorial committee to assist the Editor.
Surely there is someone in one of the larger towns of
the Union who could undertake the Editorship and be
able to co-opt three or four friends to form a Committee
to assist in the production of Camera News.
Discussion then veered to services for members and

how we could give additional benefits to members. Two
suggestions found favour-one was a regular feature in
Camera News reporting on new apparatus introduced

into South Africa and tested by the writer of the column,
and the other, a review of recent photographic publica
tions. We know the Editor would willingly set aside a
space for such items provided he could be assured of a
regular page or two each month. Is there any member
who would undertake to provide a regular monthly
review of new apparatus and materials, or a review of
recent photographic literature. If so, do please drop me a
line.
The response to my enquiry as to how many would

support a postal print-portfolio was somewhat dis
appointing-just three people wrote and said they would
welcome such an innovation in P.S.S.A. The matter is
being discussed by the Standing Committee and I hope
to make an announcement next month.
If a postal print-portfolio does not appeal, would

members be interested in a Slide Circuit for Individuals?
The basic idea is that each of five participants enter five
slides and the resulting set of 25 is then circulated to the
participating members who prepare comments on each
slide, except on their own, of course. In addition the
Colour Division of P.S.S.A. would include a commentary
on the slides. There would, naturally, have to be a small
entry fee to cover return postage etc. and participating
members would have to pay postage to the next member.
Anyhow, let me know what you think of the idea and if
favourable replies are received from not less than five
members, consideration will be given to establishing
such a Circuit.
At the last meeting of the Standing Committee in

Durban it was resolved that Joint Membership for hus
band and wife would be introduced, and that the sub
scription be £2 2s. The spouse of the couple would be
entitled to full privileges of membership except that she
would not receive a copy of Camera News. Every 10/6
will be of assistance to P.S.S.A. so we hope husbands
when renewing their subscription will enclose an extra
10/6 on behalf of their wife. Don't forget to mention the
fact, otherwise you may be credited with sending a
donation to P.S.S.A.

By the time this appears in print our distinguished
guests, the President of the Photographic Society of
America and his charming wife will be boarding the
steamer to take them to Guinea, the Canary Islands
and Madeira en route for Home which they reach on
April 11th. On behalf of all the friends they have made
in our country we wish them a safe and happy voyage.
Our only regret is that their visit has been all too brief.
Come again soon.

A. L. Bevis.
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PRINT
CRITICISM

By Fred C. Harris, F.R.P.S., F.R.S.A.

March, 1960

{ DO not have a great amount of
time for listening to radio pro

grammes, but there are a few which
I try not to miss. One of these is
the B.B.C. recorded feature called
"My Word." It consists of quizzes

set to two teams on a variety of
items dealing with words and litera
ture, and last week the literary ex
tracts included one from Tolstoi's
book "What is Art? It was the
quotation:

Art is not a handicraft; it is the
transmission of the feeling the
artist has experienced.

This so well sums up what I have
often said. Composition, technical
quality and subject matter are all

Print
No. 1
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important-very important-but in
pictorial work they count for nothing
if the picture fails to convey feeling
of some sort. The reason why
there are so many bad pictorial
photographs is because the produc
tion of a print is far too easy. The
graphic artist is different. He has
to spend long years mastering
technical problems, and during this
time he is able to learn also just
what the expression of feeling really
means. He makes a real study of
other works of art, and this helps to
form the ability to transmit feeling
in his works. Most photographers
think they can do without all this
training, and they try to start where
the artist leaves off. It all fits in
with today's couldn't care less
attitude; today 's mania of trying
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to get everything possible without
exertion; today's dreadful spectacle
of healthy strapping youth standing
on a bus route (or within a few yards
of one) thumbing lifts. It won't do.
If you want to succeed in the realm
of pictorial photography-the pro
duction of works of art by photo
graphic means-you must be pre
pared to open your heart for the
reception of beauty and then to
spend long hours in learning how
best to transmit those feelings to
others. There are no short cuts,
though it will take different people
longer or shorter times and the
expenditure of greater or less energy,
for there are a few, a rery few,
geniuses. But for every genius there
are a hundred folk who will never
achieve success however hard they
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try, for Nature has given them
either no appreciation of beauty or
no ability to express beauty-or
perhaps neither.
Our first print this month is

PEOPLE OF THE MISTS by Mr.
Charles Barry, but it is preceded by
two preliminary prints. Print No. 1
seems to indicate that Mr. Barry was
driving in the country one day; the
sun was high in a fairly cloudless
sky, when suddenly he saw that very
shapely tree by the roadside. He
stopped his car for a closer examina
tion and probably realised that con
ditions were hardly conducive to
picture making. In spite of such
feelings one often makes an exposure
just in case something can be made
of the resulting negative, and Mr.
Barry was no exception. The trial

Print
No.2
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People of the Mists Charles Barry
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Welcome J. V. Snell

CAMERA NEWS

order to give an easier feeling of
leading into the picture space, and
finally a narrow black margin was
printed to hold everything in the
picture space.

My conjecture of the story at
tached to prints Nos. I and 2 may be
entirely wrong, but it is all quite
possible and it shows that good
pictures are seldom secured without
effort.

The next print to consider is
WELCOME by Mr. J. V. Snell.
The title tells us that the intention
is a pictorial one, for if the author
had intended a record shot the title
would have been similar to GATE
WAY OF YORK HOUSE. We
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must therefore discuss it from this
standpoint. What aspect shall we
discuss first? In view of the opening
of this article, I think we should
consider the subject of feeling-does
any exist, and has the author been
able to transmit it to us, and was
it worth it? I think there can be
little doubt that the photographer
was attracted by the sunshine; its
brilliant lighting of the iron gate,
and the patterned shadow on the
brick paved pathway. But an open
gateway and a title "Welcome" im
plies that one must pass through the
gateway to some greeting beyond.
This print does not carry out that
promise for the scene beyond is

print, however, confirmed his worst
fears for it revealed trees, foreground
and distance all of the same tonal
quality, no aerial perspective and
little chance of making anything at
all of the higgledy-piggledy masses.
But the photographer doubtless
realised that this tree contained
beauty which could be brought out
under different conditions, and a
subsequent misty morning seemed
to provide such conditions. A
hurried visit to the place (perhaps
even at the cost of missing break
fast) produced print No. 2.

I can well imagine Mr. Barry
watching this print coming up in the
developer with a growing feeling of
disappointment. This wasn't the
scene he saw. The camera, of
course, cannot lie (sic) so this print
must represent what was actually
there, what the eye saw, but it
certainly did not represent what the
photographer's heart and inner
feeling saw. However, there were
definite possibilities here for the
tree stood out from its surroundings.
The first thing was to emphasise it
by trimming away the bushy tree to
the right and the gloom on the left
and the unwanted foreground and
blank sky. The scale of the tree
thus becomes larger and its beauty
was emphasised. The figures also
took on more importance, and in
order to emphasise these still further
this part of the print was made
lighter in tone, giving a feeling of
distance and mystery. This distance
was further strengthened by darken
ing the nearer portion of the
balancing mass of trees. Apart
from their tonal gradation, the very
shape of these latter trees strengthens
the feeling of distance and the im
portance of the figures for it re
sembles a very strong arrow-head.
The result was then reversed in
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completely in shadow, and all that
can be seen of the house are some
tightly closed and curtained win
dows. You may suggest that the
title should be altered so as to make
it clear that the sunlit gate is the
real purpose of the print. That
would certainly avoid some of the
criticisms, but would introduce
others, for the background is far too
patchy and worrying to allow our
interest to rest on the sunshine and
shadow. Technically there is little
to complain about, although I
think the sunlit brick paving has
lost just a little too much detail
perhaps another half-minute in the
developer would have helped.
The final print is by Dr. Geoffrey

G. Airey. It has no title but I
think one such as THE COLLEC
TOR would be very appropriate. I
speak with some degree of fellow
feeling. for I have often returned
home from an antique sale with my
latest prize, anxious to compare it
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with my various books on the
subject to make certain it really is
of the supposed period. The atti
tude of the model-or as this is a
self-portrait perhaps I should say
the attitude of the author-is very
typical. The prized possession is
lovingly held in the hand while
reading the book, and at frequent
intervals it is carefully compared
with the description. In this respect
the sitter is without fault. I like
the idea of including in the back
ground a portion of the dresser
fitting, for the collector's pieces
shown there add atmosphere. But
I do feel that this background has
been made a little too assertive.
The two plates with the sugar-sifter
between them form a symmetrical
pattern which catches the eye too
much. The two drawer handles are
also rather strong. This fault could
be remedied by a trim from the left
hand side which just (but only just)
removed the drawer handles. This
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would then break the symmetry of
the two plates by cutting one of
them, but it would avoid exactly
bisecting it. Such a trim would also
be far enough from the elbow not
to be worrying.

It is unfortunate that the curve of
the remaining plate exactly touches
the curve of the head. A slight
overlap or space would have been
preferable. This is only a small
point, but it is one of those which
makes a difference between good
work and very good. The other
thing which worries me is the square
patch of white wall in the upper
right-hand corner. The very faint
dado rail is an excellent feature, but
I would like the remaining wall space
to be broken either with some
gradation or with the corner of a
picture or mirror providing it was
not too assertive. A little shading
at the lower right-hand corner would
also be helpful. This picture has
been well thought out and I like it.

No Title Dr. Geoffrey G. Airey
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'Mr. Ayres to provide the cart ...

OUR 70th YEAR

A Short History of the Cape Town Photographic
Society

by ERIC VERTUE, A.R.P.S.

AN advertisement appeared in one of the local news
papers asking all those interested in the formation

of a Photographic Society to meet at the St. George
Schoolroom in Wale Street at 8 p.m. on October 30th
where about 30 persons gathered and decided to form the
Cape Town Photographic Club. Sir David Gill, Her
Majesty's Astronomer, was elected Hon. President and
Mr. B. A. Lewis, Secretary and Treasurer with a com
mittee of eight. Among the foundation members was
E. H. Allis who was destined to become the inventor of
astronomical photography.
The first meeting was a discussion on lenses and took

place on 11 th November but on the 5th November a com
mittee meeting was held where it was decided to advertise

for premises close to the Railway Station. On the 28th
November it was reported that Mr. Kamp wanted
£ 1.10.0. p.m. for the use of his room for one meeting per
week but this was considered too high and an offer of £1
p.m. was made but nothing came of this, and eventually
a room at Mr. Dix 's cafe was rented for 10/- per month.
This rental included a room for meetings and also a club
corner where members could gather to read the periodi
cals which were kept in a cupboard provided.

Photographic journals were subscribed to and an
India Rubber stamp ordered for the marking of these
papers.

Field Days were an early development and on 6th
January, 1891 the following minute was passed: "It was
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proposed by Mr. Ayres that the next Field day should
take place on Saturday 17th instant, when members
should assemble at Newlands upon the arrival of the
1.00 p.m. train from town and proceed to Bishopscourt.
The Secretary to write for the necessary permission. Mr.
Ayres to arrange for a cart to carry the cameras" We
have a copy of this photograph in our archives.

It is interesting to note that the Hon. President was not
in the chair at these meetings and at each meeting the
chairman for the next meeting was appointed.

At this stage a Club album was started and it is most
interesting to page through these. Albums cover the
period 1891-1899.

Even at this early time (20th February 1891) difficulties
of finding suitable spots for outings became apparent
and among the places suggested are : The Doe, Wynberg,
Simonstown, Kalk Bay, Muizenberg and The Tunnel.
A syllabus for three months ahead was a further sugges
tion.
In 1891 suggestions were made as to the holding of a

smoking concert and the first Club album arrived from
overseas. This album became a very important item and
we find during the next 18 years that frequent mention is
made of it. Pictures are donated and occasionally
difficulty is experienced in procuring replacements as
quite obvicusly a very high standard of album was re
quired. They are still in perfect condition. The frontis
piece of this new album was a group photograph of the
members taken by Mr. Allis. The album was kept in a
specially made tin box and a curator was appointed.

On August 4th Mr. Lewis relinquished his duties as
secretary and Mr. Steer was appointed. At this time too
we find that Mr. Dix had built a darkroom for the Club
and subject to him installing a sink the monthly rental
would be increased to £ 1 per month.
The first Annual General Meeting was held on 3rd

November, 1891 when Mr. G. C. van Boude was elected
Secretary-Dr. Gill still being President as indeed he was
until his departure from the Cape of Good Hope in 1895.
One of the remarks at this first meeting was that there
should be a change in the committee in order to get new
blood introduced!

In May 1892 a set of 250 slides of Cape Views were
collected for a public showing and a group of 25 slides
were sent to the Photographic Society of Great Britain for
showing at the coming lantern season. When these slides
were returned in 1894 a lot of trouble was experienced
as the Customs refused to allow them in Duty Free as they
were on glass and consequently classed as glass! During
August 1894 these slides toured the country and went to
the "sister" societies-Port Elizabeth Photographic
Society, Kimberley Camera Club, Johannesburg Camera
Club (78 94), Grahamstown and Kingwilliamstown
Photographic Societies. It was also at this time that a
suggestion was made that outings be suspended owing to
very poor attendances but this suggestion was not ap

proved. At the next meeting in June we find first refer
ence to being affiliated to the Photographic Society of
Great Britain. This invitation was declined as it appeared
that no benefit could be derived from it.
On 7th July, 1892 Mr. Andrew James Fuller was elected

on the proposal of Mr. van Boude who was seconded by
Mr. Ray Woods. Special mention of this election is made
as Mr. Fuller for very many years became the mainstay
of the Club and was secretary from 1892 to 1909. We
find very few activities that he did not have a hand in and
from his minutes it is obvious that he was meticulous and
painstaking. He ruled the Society sternly and un
doubtedly many of the present day activities can still be
traced to this gentleman who only died 17 years ago.

At this same meeting reference is made to the Photo
graphic Society of Port Elizabeth who request the loan
of slides for a Conversazione.
The second annual meeting was a rather tame affair

the only contentious motion being withdrawn. Mr.
Pett moved that the subscription be reduced from 10 6 to
10- p.a. The Chairman also drew attention to the fact
that the dark room was not used by members and further
suggested a public showing of lantern slides as over 200
persons had attended a previous evening of like nature.

From this period we are able to gain a lot more from the
minutes and especially the Committee minutes as they are
written with great clarity. Previously it appears very few
committee meetings were minuted.

Leeuwenhof, at present the official residence of the
Administrator, was occupied by one of the leading
members-Mr. Cairncross-for we find him inviting the
members there for an outing which was much appreciated.
During this time the Amateur Photographer was

supplied free to Societies and, not unnaturally, the Society
was first in the queue for this free issue.
On 1st December 1893 a special General Meeting was

held which decided on five big issues :
1. The motion that the name be changed from Cape

Town Photographic Club to Cape Town Camera
Club was lost.

2. Up to this time Chairmen were appointed at the
previous meeting as the position of President was
apparently an Honorary one only. Now provision
was made for a Vice President who was to preside
at all meetings.

3. A Conductor was to be appointed for each meeting.
4. Subscription was increased from 10/6 to 126 p.a.
5. That the Committee meetings were to be termed
Council Meetings.

At this meeting Mr. Fred Ayres was elected Vice
President.
Nearly every meeting had a showing of slides and also

Cameras, many of which were made by members them-
selves, but on 1,/12/92 the first aluminium made camera
was exhibited by Mr. Steer. The main remarks concern
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shutters-these taking most of members' attention and
discussion.
Port Elizabeth Photographic Society is first mentioned

in a minute dated 24th November, 1892 when slides sent
for exhibition had been returned.

Members of the Society entertained Mr. and Mrs.
Hayne who were members of the Port Elizabeth Photo
graphic Society and a letter of thanks from that Society
was read to a meeting held on 5th January 1893, when 17
members and 6 visitors were present. This is the first
indication we have of the attendance at the Society
meetings.

At this time, too, the first showing of 150 slides which
were to be sent to "Photography" was made in Public.
Every member was allowed to bring one guest but could
obtain further tickets at I,'- each at the door. The show
was held in Y.M.C.A. Hall and advertised in the Cape
Times. After the show, which was attended by 140
people, the slides were to be sent to England by the next
Steamer leaving the Colony. These slides then toured the
Photographic Societies of Great Britain and were well
received by all who saw them.
To those members who are of the opinion that our

Social Weekends are entirely new and original it surely
must come as a surprise to find a report on 12th April
1893 recording thanks to Mr. Horsfall for allowing mem
bers the use of his darkroom in Ceres where several
members spent the Easter weekend-67 years ago mem
bers of the Society started this very pleasant custom!

In June 1893 two important happenings are reported.
The Treasurer had only 18, 8d to the credit of the Society
and as some members had not paid after three notices the
collection of their subscriptions was placed in the hands
of a Collector. This practise was followed in subsequent
years and apparently produced results although we find
the coffers bare on more than one occasion. The second
item is that friendly relations were established with the
Grahamstown Amateur Photographic Society.
The members of the Society acted as judges for other

Societies and the first use of this facility was made by
P.E. Photographic Society in August 1893 when Messrs.
Steer, Wignall & Fuller acted as judges. It is recorded
that the decisions arrived at were unanimous. Satis
faction was also expressed at the friendly relations
existing between the Societies, for at this meeting the
Grahamstown Amateur Photographic Club requested a
similar facility and extended an invitation to any visiting
member of the Cape Town Photographic Club.
We now find that meetings are being held in the

Y.M.C.A. Breakfast room for the monthly meeting is
being changed from Tuesday to the second Wednesday
of the month to allow the use of the Diningroom on the
second floor in future.

A conversazione held in August 1893 was well noticed
by the Press and proved an unqualified success. The
remarkable thing was that "considerably over 1000 prints
were on exhibition" and lasted for 2 days. This can be

classed as the first public showing of pictures in the
Colony and then, as now, a loss was suffered, but 67
years ago it only amounted to £2.12.3.

At this time we are aware of the industry of the mem
bers, most of them making their own equipment. Mr.
Cairncross exhibited a half-plate camera specially
constructed for mountain photography wrich was very
light. Whilst a baseboard was dispensed with, it had a
swing back.

Referring to Mountain photography brings us to the
first mention of the Mountain Club which for so long has
been closely associated with this Society. It is worth
quoting the entire minute : (13.9.93) "The Mountain
Club forwarded a message by Mr. Steer inviting any
member of the Photographic Club to accompany them
on their proposed trip to Hex River Mountains on
Wieners Day. A special carriage would be retained and
would leave on Saturday afternoon train, returning on
Monday night." This is only the first outing and mention
will be made of other joint outings as we go along.
To many the polarization of light may seem a modern

invention but at the meeting held on 11th October, 1893
Mr. Ray Woods gave a lecture on "Polarisation of Light"
and not only explained the details of his subject but also
exhibited some polariscopes he had made. The lecture
was fully reported in the press and makes very interesting
reading.
The Society's third Annual General Meeting was held

on 8th November, 1893 and fully reported in the Press.
The balance sheet shows a credit of 5 2d and that was
only achieved by passing the hat around! The member
ship stood at 71. It is recorded that the most cordial
relations existed between clubs at Port Elizabeth,
Kimberley and Grahamstown. These clubs frequently
exchanged pictures and slides and the Society was used
for judging their competitions. Christmas greetings in
the shape of groups of the members were exchanged in
Christmas 1893 between the Cape, Port Elizabeth,
Grahamstown and Kimberley Clubs. The vice President
then went on to say he felt very decidedly that a new
vice President should be elected each year and that a
precedent should not be established in re-electing him.
Mr. Cairncross was then duly elected.
After the Annual Meeting the Society were very busy

and arranged a "picnic" at Knysna which would enable
members to meet the members of the Port Elizabeth
Photographic Society. A new rule reading that prints
were to be brought and judged in the meeting before
showing resulted in no less than 97 entries-that from
an average attendance of only 22 members.
Slides entered in a National Lantern Slide Competition

resulted in the Society being placed 4th which was most
reassuring bearing in mind that they were competing
against people like Steigletz and Miss Clarkson of the
Amateur Photographic Society of New York.
The 26th June 1894 was a gala day. A special meeting

was arranged, Sir David Gill, the President, occupied the
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chair and the large hallY.M.C.A. was tastefully decorated.
for the President of the Birmingham Photographic
Society-Sir Benjamin Stone-was being welcomed.
After Sir Benjamin was elected an Honorary member he
addressed the meeting and roundly condemned hand
cameras when used merely for taking advantage of
persons in peculiar positions! Sir Benjamin urged
members to make a photographic survey of Cape Town
and it is interesting to note later on that members went
to work on this suggestion very seriously but the
result of their labours are lost to us.
On September 28th, 1894 members availed themselves

of the offer of a joint Picnic at Ceres with the Mountain
Club and a most enjoyable weekend was arranged in spite
of a very unpleasant and wet Sunday.

It was reported in December 1894 that the Club at
Cradock had been formed and that they had adopted our
rules. At the same meeting it was reported that a Field
Day had been held at Kenilworth "and photos were taken
of Feldhausen, now called the Grove, also of the home
where Dr. Hershel dwelt and the obelisk erected on the
site of his great telescope." Of course, that part, as we
now know it, is called Claremont.
The Council meeting held on 13th March, 1895 pro

duced some important decisions :-Mossel Bay Amateur
Photographic Club (newly formed) was given the option
of affiliating at an annual charge of 10,6. It was also
noted that the secretary's work had increased to such an
extent that he needed clerical assistance and was voted
£ 10 p.a. for such help. The Chairman drew attention to
the poor print entry-only 74 prints had been received!
At this meeting, too, the South African College Photo
graphic Society were offered affiliation at a charge of
£2.2.0. p.a., the members to have full rights excluding
voting privileges.
It was away on 10th April, 1895 that the Mountain

Club and the Society held their first meeting to discuss
joint premises-we are still discussing the same problem
and seem to have made no progress in nearly 65 years!
A year later it was suggested that the Society purchase its
own premises but funds and subscriptions did not permit.
The Fifth Annual Report tells us that there were 97

members and the cash position had improved in that the
credit balance was £ 1.0.10.

Members may think that 3D is a very modern invention
but on 12th February 1896 the Secretary reported that he
had ordered 5 dozen pairs of spectacles of coloured
glasses and other necessary equipment from Messrs.
Newton & Company for the projection of stereoscopic
views on the screen and at the next meeting members
discussed colour screens for lantern slides for their
projection on the screen in natural colours : that was in
1896 ! Later in the year Professor Morrison gave a
lecture on Colour Photography.

Whilst it is not impossible to construe one of the
foundation members and a member of council as a
"Difficult" member, it is not until March 1896 that we

find the Vice-President, Professor Logeman with a
first class flare-up on his hands. Mr. Fuller, the Secretary
and quite obviously the backbone of the Society, had
resigned because of remarks made by Mr. Pett. A special
council meeting was held and eventually, with the good
services of Mr. C. Ray Woods, Mr. Pett apologised and
Mr. Fuller withdrew his resignation "on the distinct
understanding that he would continue his policy in the
management of the Club and act as formerly in what he
may deem necessary for the maintenance of the Cape
Town Photographic Club as the foremost society of its
kind in South Africa". And so ended the first major
fight.
The meeting before the 1896 Annual General Meeting

was devoted to a lecture on Rontgen Rays and photo
graphs of a hand were taken in the meeting. It appears
that the Society did not lag behind in getting lecturers for
anything new.

We now come to a break of ten years during which
period it appears that many things happened. Un
fortunately the minute books are lost. The Society had
changed its name, it had reversed a previous decision and
was now affiliated to the Royal Photographic
Society, it had acquired an optical lantern. We
meet 2 members now departed, Mr. George Ainslie
and Miss H. Watkins but most embarrassing of all, the
Society was in sore financial straits as a result of the first
International Salon which cost well over £100 and not
only was a donation list opened but life memberships
were sold for £5 a time and the financial crisis was solved
temporarily but it was not until 8 months later that all
debts were paid. One creditor threatened to wind up the
a ffairs of the Society.

On the 3rd February 1906 there was opened in the
City Hall under the distinguished patronage of His
Excellency Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, G.C.M.G., an
International photographic exhibition, which was in every
respect but one remarkably successful. Thanks to the
kind courtesy of His Worship the Mayor (Mr. Councillor
H. Liberman) and of the City Council, the exhibition was
held amid surroundings which were entirely suitable and
the cordial co-operation of numerous friends in England
and elsewhere, amongst whom we desire more particularly
to mention Mr. J. McIntosh (the Secretary of the Royal
Photographic Society) and Messrs. A. Horsley Hinton,
F. J. Mortimer, R. Child Bayley, and A. H. Lisett, en
sured that the exhibition should be, as its name implied, of
very comprehensive interest.

In the invitation section, in addition to the work of
various masters of the art, collections of pictures were
received from the Royal Photographic Society, the
"Linked Ring" and the American Photographic Salon, as
well as a unique series of enlargements made by the
Kodak Company from negatives taken by Her Majesty
the Queen. The total number of pictures in this section
was 237 whilst in the competitive section the number was
392.
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Here was brought together the finest collection of
photographs ever exhibited south of the equator, executed
by the world's best-known men, both scientific and pic
torial. Loan collections were received from the Royal
Photographic Society of Great Britain, the Linked Ring,
the American Salon, and a fine collection sent by Her
Majesty Queen Alexandra.

In September of J 906 two notable changes came about.
Sir David Gill who had been President from foundation
was about to return to England and became Patron to
the Society. Secondly the old Y.M.C.A. rooms which
had for so long been occupied were given up and the
Society moved to the Old Town House where they had
pleasant quarters and a darkroom and the use of the
Council Chambers for the monthly meetings.

In January 1908 the Cape Town City Council organised
a Gala Week and asked the Society to arrange a Photo
graphic Exhibition. Because of the parlous state of the
Society 's finances they regretted but when the City
Council guaranteed £50 for expenses the exhibition was
arranged. As arrangements progress Mr. Turquand
resigned from Council as a protest in having artists'
paintings in the adjoining room and also because the
medals being offered were not being hand made. It is
interesting to note that the decision regarding the medals
were that they should be awarded for merit and not to the
best print or prints as so many people differed as to which
was the best picture!

In October a "certain number of gentlemen calling
themselves Pictorialists" were offered the use of the
Society's Reading Room free of charge for the purpose

of their monthly meetings. At the same meeting it was
resolved to reduce the wages of the caretaker of the
Society's Reading Room to 5/- per month. A further
decision was to apply to the Attorney General for the
registration of the Society under the Limited Liability
Act provided the cost did not exceed £3. 0s. 0d.

The year 1909 was a difficult one-the debts incurred,
starting with the 1906 International Exhibition had piled
up and, as referred to in the minutes as the "legacy of
debts," caused a severe strain. Attempts were made to
sell the lantern, subscriptions were handed to a collector
but still no outlet showed itself. Then Messrs. Towns
end Taylor & Snashall, a firm of printers issued a sum
mons which was followed by a further summons from
Messrs. Centlivres & de Villiers on behalf of Purcell &
Yallop & Everett. Something had to be done and as
Life Memberships had already been resorted to a Loan
Fund was inaugurated and eventually all outside debts
were cleared off and a special alteration to the rules
followed that expenditure had to be kept within the cash
in hand-a rule still in existence. The loans were repaid
as funds permitted.

In August 1909 the Camera Club were about to hold an
exhibition and invited the Society to join them.

It was at the Annual Meeting of 1909 now being held in
August, that Andrew James Fuller laid down his secre
tarial duties. South Africa's first F.R.P.S. had spent 17
years as secretary to the Society and was given an illu
minated address. As this forms the end of an epoch we
will end here too for the time being.

BOUND VOLUMES

of Volume 5 will be available at the

end of March.

Please send your 12 copies and Remittance of 15/-.
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PROGRESS WITH LIFE OF OUR

NATION EXHIBITION

Enlargements.-During the month, many enlarge
ments have been received and these are mounted by
gum-on-roller process on to medium thick (.090) board.
The final selection of pictures has not yet been made
from the 300 under consideration, and this will only
take place when they are individually and collectively
considered in relation to others on the actual screens
themselves.

A high standard of photographic quality is a requisite,
besides the right "type" of picture to fit the theme.
Many suitable prints have had to be rejected as they
could not "blow-up" without loss of quality.

Screens.-At present we are joining them together
to make up approximately 8 ft. x 6 ft., as the wood
is only four feet wide; they are being sanded, painted
and decorated according to requirements. The system
of display on screens and handling thereof is quite
unique; Gordon Maddox is still engaged in the finer
points of design. This whole new system may well
become a standard for future display of photographic
exhibitions.

Each individual part of the screens and lighting
brackets has been made to order, almost down to the
last screw, as no stock parts are available. As an
example: Underneath each screen two smali metal studs
are placed to facilitate handling. The common cupboard
stopper was unsuitable, so the studs had to be specially
made and later chromium plated.

Manager.In last month's Camera News we were
proud to announce that Andrew Goldie had agreed to
act as Manager for the tour of the Union but unfortu
nately owing to circumstances beyond his control, he
has now had to relinquish the position.
The Committee are therefore seeking the services

of a suitable man for this work and advertisements
have appeared accordingly. A retired man, or pen
sioner, would be considered, and all details may be
obtained from Mr. Rosewitz, P.O. Box 2007, Johannes
burg.

Itinerary.
Bloemfontein, 18th to 25th May. (City Hall.)
Johannesburg, 7th to 18th June. (City Hall.)
Durban, 27th June to 16th July. (Woolbrokers

Federation Hall.)

East London, 21st to 27th July. (City Hall.)
Port Elizabeth, I st to 6th August. (Feathermarket

Hall.)
Kimberley, to be arranged during August. (City

Hall.)
At the time of writing, it would appear that no arrange

ments can be made for a showing in Cape Town, but
a further approach has been made to the Mayor in this
connection.
Display in Pretoria is under consideration, and three

showings in the Rhodesias during the months of October
and November are possible.

Admission.-A charge will be made at each centre of
2/- for Adults and 1 /- for Children, except where special
arrangements apply such as the Durban showing inside
the halls of the Natal University Golden Jubilee where
an admission charge of I/- per person is made to the
"Life of Our Nation" exhibition. All proceeds will go
towards the establishment of a photographic Foundation
about which further details will appear in the next issue
of Camera News.

Voluntary Assistants.-All P.S.S.A. members and
enthusiastic photographers who would care to assist
at the reception desk, should contact the following :
Bloemfontein and Johannesburg-Mr. Rosewitz,

Box 2007, Johannesburg.
Durban-Lionel Bevis, Box 1594, Durban.
East London-A. C. Neary, c/o Kirkman and Wessels,

or E.L. Photographic Society, Box 147.
Port Elizabeth-Jack Arnold, Middlebrook Studios.
Kimberley-Local arrangements pending.
If there are sufficient assistants, it is hoped that the

exhibition will remain open from JO a.m. to 10 p.m.
at each centre.

Additional Facilities.-Arrangements are being made
in many centres for Non-Europeans to visit the show
between 2 and 5 p.m. on Thursday afternoons.
lt is hoped to arrange lectures in certain centres at

the exhibition itself during lunch-hours and evenings.
Special arrangements are under consideration for

groups of school children to visit the exhibition with
their teachers, and enquiries should be made locally
at each centre to the contacts mentioned above.

A. D. Bensusan (Chairman).
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Little Stage G. Komnick

One ofthe entries in "Life ofOur Nation" which received a commendation.
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Photographic Society of Southern Africa Limited

THE FOLLOWING TAPE RECORDED LECTURES ARE AVAILABLE TO
ORGANISATIONAL MEMBERS. APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE TO :

MR. LIONEL BEVIS
P.O. BOX 1594

DURBAN

1. PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY by Bertram Sinkinson, F.R.P.S., F.I.B.P., 30 (M) slides. 1 hour. Fee: 7 6
(temporarily withdrawn owing to breakage of several slides).

2. ELEMENTARY FAULTS IN COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHY by Dr. A. D. Bensusan, F.R.P.S., F.P.S.A.
29 (C) slides. 16 mins. Fee: 5/-.

3. COLOURFUL CALIFORNIA (travelogue). Kodachrome transparencies by Fred Hankins of Taft, Calif.
60 (C) slides. Fee : 7/6.

4. COMMENTARY ON PRETORIA PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY'S COLLECTION OF PRINTS
AWARDED THE A.P. OVERSEAS PLAQUE IN 1955 by Drs. A. D. Bensusan, J. K. du Toit and B. Danzig.
23 (M) slides. 30 mins. Fee: 7/6.

5. PHOTOGRAPHING OLD CAPE DUTCH HOMESTEADS by Eric Vertue, A.R.P.S. 27 (M) slides. 30
mins. Fee : 7,'6.

6. PICTURES (pictorial) BY AN OFFICIAL WAR PHOTOGRAPHER IN NORTH AFRICA by E. K. (Ted)
Jones. 15 (M) slides. 15 mins. Fee: 5/-.

7. LET'S DO A TRAVEL TALK by Nat Cowan, A.R.P.S., A.P.S.A. 62 (C) slides. 35 mins. Fee: 7 6.
8. ELEMENTARY COMPOSITION by Dr. A. D. Bensusan, F.R.P.S., F.P.S.A. 32 (M) slides. 22 mins.

Fee : 7/6.
9. ESSENTIALS TO PROPER PROJECTION by Members of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 12 mins. (Not

illustrated.) Fee : 5/-.
10. HOW TO GIVE A COMMENTARY by Members of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 10-15 mins. (No.

illustrated.) fee : 5/-.
11. ON LENSES AND SUPPLEMENTARY LENSES by Members of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 10-15

mins. (Not illustrated.) Fee : 5/-.
12. TITLING by Members of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 10-15 mins. (Not illustrated.) Fee : 5-.
13. COMPOSITION FROM THE CINE ANGLE by Ernest Thorp of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 10-15 mins.

(Not illustrated.) Fee : 5/-.
14. REFLECTED LIGHT EXPOSURE METER by Members of the Durban Amateur Cine Club. 10-15 mins

(Not illustrated.) Fee : 5/-.
15. ·«CINEMATIC PUNCTUATION" by T. Stafford Smith. App. 20 mins. (Not illustrated.) Fee: 5/-.
20. MAKING EXHIBITION PRINTS by Dr. S. D. Jouhar, F.R.P.S. 48 (M) slides. 1 hour. Fee : 76.
21. THE ART OF PEDRO OTERO by Ray Meiss, F.P.S.A. 46 (M) slides. 1 hour. Fee : 7/6.
22. PICTORIAL ARRANGEMENT by John Bardsley, A.R.P.S. 86 (M) slides. 1 hour. Fee : 7/6. (Kindly

lent by the Royal Photographic Society, London.)
23. QUEST FOR BEAUTY by Stuart Black, F.I.B.P., F.P.S.A. 73 (M) slides. I hour. Fee: 7/6. (Kindly

lent by the Royal Photographic Society, London.)
24. THATCH REFLECTION PHENOMENON by Dr. A. D. Bensusan, F.R.P.S., F.P.S.A., A.P.S.(S.A.). 12 (M)

slides. 14 mins. Fee : 5/-.

Slides : (M)-Monochrome; (C)-Colour.
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[N the little stone Hall in the midst of the tall trees of
Pinelands, Mr. Robert Bell has been exhibiting some

three score and ten of his clever photographs. He is
an amateur who has won gold, silver and bronze medals,
championship cups and silver plaques, many prizes and
certificates and a big prize in the Kodak International
competition, as well as a "Diploma of Honour" at the
"Kodak International Salon" in Geneva a few years ago.
All these awards and hymns of praise vouch to me for
Mr. Bell's expert knowledge and his technical skill. I am
not a judge of technical perfection in the craft of photo
graphy and know nothing of its chemical processes or
difficulties; but not many glances at these photographs
were required to convince me that not only has Mr. Bell
a flair for the craft, but has that other "something" in his
make-up, which enables him to raise it to an art.

I do not wish to convey the impression that Mr. Bell
performs tricks, which give to his photographs a resem
blance to etchings or to lithographs or wash drawings.
Quite the contrary indeed; they are all nothing but mere
honest-to-goodness photographs. I mean to convey that he
has the outlook of an artist in his feeling for composition
and design and for effects of light. Above all is he enough
an artist to realise the limitations of his medium, to respect
its possibilities too, and to avoid insincerity. It is too
often the aim of expert photographers to produce "arty"
affairs, which they hope or imagine "look just like"
paintings or drawings or etchings or whatever effect of
humbug is desired. There is nothing of this falsity in Mr.
Bell's craftmanship.
That this amateur of photography is an artist in his

emotional response to beauty cannot be demonstrated

more explicitly than by the print he calls "Emblems of
Spring" the photograph of three roses in a simple vase.
In arrangement, in representation of textures, in richness
of tone, it is the work of an artist; and I was not surprised
to find that the print had been awarded a championship
cup at some show or other. Mr. Bell's landscapes are
beyond praise. No better photographic representation
can be imagined than the one of Tulbagh, "In the Land
of Waveren" or that one of Mowbray, "Tranquillity,
Black River." His view of Jonker's Hoek, Stellenbosch,
"In Sombre Mood," has won award after award. The use
of the human figure in landscape photographs is seldom
a success; nor is Mr. Bell always happy in his attempts in
this direction. A charming effect of sunshine filtering
through trees, for instance, is spoilt entirely by the two
banal figures at a gate. On the other hand the figures in
prints called "The Wayfarers" and "On a Country Road"
are the making of otherwise ordinary subjects ... Mr.
Bell is happy in an exacting hobby, which he has raised
to something a good deal higher than craft and hardly
lower than an art.

BERNARD LEWIS.

Having read the above review members might be
interested to know that it is reproduced from a journal, no
longer being published, called THE CAPE and is dated
April 5, 1935. That's a long time ago.
Members will be sorry to learn that our Past President

has been very ill or else one ofthe prints mentioned would
have been reproduced. We wish him a speedy recovery.

ED.
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WINNING PRINTS FROM EAST CAPE

PHOTOGRAPHIC CONVENTION

No Title Dai H. Wallace
(Placed First)

[N July last year some sixty odd
photographers from clubs

throughout the Eastern Cape met in
Grahamstown to hear lectures and
more important to take photographs.
A collection of the prints taken at
that weekend was assembled (maxm.
size 10" 8") and taken up to
Johannesburg for judging. That
doyen of South African photo
graphers, Karel Jan Hora, Hon.
F.R.P.S., consented to judge the
prints and to name the winner of
the "R. Verwoerd Rose Bowl" which
is a floating trophy given for award
to the best print at inter-club events
in the Eastern Cape. This year's
winner was Dai. H. Wallace of the
Albany Photographic Society with
what has been described as the
happiest print of the collection.
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No Title
(Placed Second)

P. B. du Pisani

Apart from the winning print the
twelve best also-rans were given,
some of which appear on the ac
companying pages. Those receiving
honourable mention were, John
Hewson (last year's winner of the
Rose Bowl,) Jack Moffitt and An
drew von Bratt of the Albany P.S.,
P. B. du Pisani of Cradock, Jack
Robinson and Mark Kaplan of
Uitenhage, Minnie Mul1er and R. B.

Dare of Addo, and by no means
least Martin Weighel1 of St. Andrews
College Photographic Society.
The judge felt that most of the

prints were of more value as record
shots of native life in a particular
area than as ones which were pic
torial1y acceptable. Disturbing
backgrounds were a source cf much
comment, although with sixty
cameras in action it was amazing that
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any pictures came out at all! Never
theless he felt that all the prints
referred to above were worthwhile
working on to produce pictorial
exhibition prints-let us hope the
authors are sufficiently enthusiastic.

R.L.S.

Some suggestions concerning photo
graphs left with Mr. K. J. Reinheimer.

In general : Although all of the

prints with but few exceptions may
be useful in describing native life of
certain districts, there are but few
which could be used pictorially. As
it would be very difficult and tedious
to deal with each print only such
prints are being considered which,
when properly trimmed and worked
up (especially the very disturbing
backgrounds) would be pictorially
acceptable.

No Title J. A. Hewson
(Placed Third)
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ROUND THE CLUBS

AMATEUR CINE CLUB, JOHANNESBURG

Fourteenth Annua1 Films of the Year Exhibition

UNDER the patronage of the Mayor and Mayoress
of Johannesburg, Councillor and Mrs. Gorshel,

the A.C.C. held its Films of the Year Show at the
University Great Hall. There were two evenings, the
first on Wednesday, 10th February, and the second
on 12th February. and on the latter occasion prize
winners received their trophies which were presented
by the Mayoress.
Attendance at the first showing was moderately good

but on the 12th February persons who arrived too close
to 8 p.m. had difficulty in finding seats, and the aisles
had to accommodate the overflow. This illustrates the
popularity of these annual shows and shows the public's
eager anticipation of an attractive program suitable for
all ages.
The many hundreds who attended were appreciative

of a program full of variety, with travelogues, documen
tary and fiction films. This year's Premier Awards for
8 mm. and 16 mm. respectively were won by the North
Eastern Group for their film "It's Later than you think,"
and by Dr. and Mrs. J. S. Sergay for their well known
film, "A bench in the park." Curiously enough both
these films have a boy girl theme, the 8 mm. film being
mostly of interior shots and the 16 mm. film being shot
outdoors in brilliant winter lighting of the Johannes
burg Zoo Lake.
Mr. J. Walker's "How can-oe forget," was the only

other 8 mm. film on the program, and introduced some
delightful family humour. This film was awarded a
certificate of merit. A bronze plaque was awarded for
Time to Tell" by C. M. Knowles, which introduced
in an original way a family holiday in Scandinavia.
Other bronze plaques were won by Mr. Arland Ussher,
the Club's President, for his film "Inside Yugoslavia,"
which showed scenes of this little known part of Europe,
and by Dr. and Mrs. Sergay for their film of the Victoria
Falls, "Mist in my face," with its commentary in verse.
That enthusiastic member, Mr. W. Alexander (with

help from his family), won the Bob Pollak and Morison

Trophies for "Rikki," featuring a newcomer to the
screen. a meerkat, and was awarded a bronze plaque
for his other film, "The dam builders," which showed up
his feelings for his profession with powerful shots and
sound effects of mechanical equipment.
The A.C.C. were commissioned by the Johannesburg

Municipality to film both Viscount Montgomery and
Mr. Harold Macmillan's visits to the City, and these
two films, rich in contemporary interest, illustrated the
combined photographic skill of the various members
involved.

For the first time 8 mm. films were projected from
the main projection box which was made possible
through the use of a Cirse sound arc projector. The
screen image at this length is said to be magnified to
two hundred and twenty-five thousand times.

Enarel.

CAPE TOWN PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Still Section

y1stT any friend ·s darkroom and one is aware of some
little gadget he has thought of to make his pictures

better and brighter. Members were asked to bring these
"aids" to the first meeting in February and what a varied
selection we had! Home made photo-electric selenium
cells with computers for telling you the exposure re
quired for a particular paper, little pieces of wood and
nails for assisting to load up the developing tank and a
host of others. All very useful and not a few quite
ingenious but too many for one evening.
The print competition was well supported and of a

high standard. It is very rewarding to see quite a few of
the members who forsook monochrome prints for colour
transparencies return to their first love and turn out some
really fine prints.
At the second meeting so many colour transparencies

were entered for competition that the lecture for the
evening was abandoned. It is indeed gratifying to find
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Photographic Society of Southern Africa

CONGRESS AND SALONS

HELD AT VEREENIGING, 1960

March, 1960

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Expenditure Revenue
£ s. d.

Printing 199 5 8 i P.S.S.A. Loan

Stamps Staty Phone Wires 21 14 10 V.P.S. Loan

Transport 1 10 0 Entry Fees

Entertainments 15 2 1 Donations ...

Bank Charges 13 4 Registration Fees

Hire Prints Boards l 0 0 Contemporary Salon

Sound Tape 2 0 0 Admissions Salons ...

Cine Bulbs 7 10 6 Programmes

Banquet 33 14 3 Banquet

Advertising 1 0 0 Cruise

Boat Hire 15 0 0 Advertising

Hire of Halls 6 6 0

Mounting Boards 3 15 0

Souvenirs Cine Exhibitors 6 7 0

Refund P.S.S.A. 25 0 0

Refund V.P.S. 17 10 0

Half Nett Profit P.S.S.A. 23 3 5

Half Nett Profit V.P.S. 23 3 5
---~-

I
£403 15 6/

I

Vereeniging Photographic Society,

19.2.60.

£ s. d.
25 0 0

17 10 0

32 16 2
7 7 0

15 6 0
6 0 0

64 l 0
8 10 0

35 0 0
4 8 0

187 17 4

£403 15 6

A. HARBER,

H. Secretary.
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so many members producing slides and exhibiting them
-the next step is to get some onto the Salon circuits so
that their standard can be compared with photographers
in other parts of the world.

E.V.

Cine Section

]\/[R- GARY HASELAU. well known for his under
water photography, and his friend Mr. W. G.

Adderley came along on the evening of Wednesday,
27th January. to demonstrate the Bauer System of
Cinematography. Both the demonstration and the two
films used in the demonstration were greatly enjoyed,
the latter being the work of Mr. Adderley.
To conclude the first half of the evening, we saw

"Stokperdjes", an amusing hobbies film by Mr. C. H.
Weich.
The second half of the evening featured a remarkable

film, "The Big Change in World Markets", kindly made
available by the National Development Foundation.

Mr. C. Frost very expertly demonstrated a variety
of the latest Kodak 8 mm. cameras and projectors at our
meeting on Wednesday, 10th February.
The first film of the evening was a travelogue by Mrs.

Chevalier-Wilson who took us to some interesting places
in Athens, Luxembourg and Belgium.

Your scribe then screened "On Holiday in England"
and this was followed by "Wheels of Old", an expertly
produced film by W. G. Vye.
Our outing, this month, was to the Hout Bay Valley

where we stopped to photograph the old homestead
"Kronendal" before moving on for afternoon-tea in the
village.
Finally. we gathered, for more photography, at the

Old Battery on the Chapman 's Peak Drive.
Our Leader was Eric Vertue and the date, Saturday,

13th February.
R. Page.

THE RANDFONTEIN CAMERA CLUBTHE festive season, being a lazy season. has delayed
us in producing our reports: however, the progress

of our club was not hindered.
Our Annual General Meeting which took place on

Thursday, 21st January, 1960 brought about the election
of the following Office-bearers :-

President: Mr. H. M. Entin.
Vice President : Mr. R. Rosema.
Treasurer: Mr. R. Vader.
Secretary : Mr. L. Rosema.

Committee Members :
Mr. M. Arenson, Mr. J. Bailey, Mr. C. Cruwagen, Mr.

W. De Lange, Mrs. H. Harrison, Mr. B. Pool, Mr. J. H.
Routledge, Mr. E. Van Niekerk.

During the second half of that same evening, we were
honoured by the presence of Mr. K. Hora, who lectured
us on Nude Photography. He illuminated his talk by
exhibiting slides and as you can well imagine we were all
most interested.
On February 18th, our bi-monthly competition took

place. Not only was there an excellent attendance but
many competitors too, causing our judge, Mr. S. Holmes,
A.R.P.S.. a little difficulty.

Mr. Holmes also judged our "Outing Competition" and
the result was that Mr. and Mrs. R. Rosema won the
awards for the best print and slide, respectively.

We are now eagerly awaiting our National Salon to be
held on the 19th March, 1960 in Randfontein.

M. Arenson.

VEREENIGING PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETYTHE Sill Section at its February meeting had as
guest-speaker Mr. M. M. K. Moolman, Arts

Master at a High School here. The subject of his
lecture was "Form and Content in Pictures." The
fluency of language which is his, the exposition of the
imagery of the true artist were illustrated with his own
colour slides and paintings. These showed him to be
both an artist and a photographer. An excellent
lecture.

For Good

COLOUR
PROCESSING

We have now installed modern
equipment in air-conditioned and
refrigerated laboratories and can
handle all your Anscochrome and
Ektachrome. Prompt delivery.

WHYSALL'S
68 West Street, Durban

Ask for new illustrated catalogue
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Would YOU like a P.S.S.A. Tie?

To all members who introduce, within twelve months from NOW, four new
members, Mr. Rosewitz will post a P.S.S.A. tie and when, in the same period, ten
members have been introduced a P.S.S.A. scarfwillfollow I

Do it now.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(Please send with subscription to P.O. Box 2007, Johannesburg.)

I wish to apply for ORDINARY Membership of the PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA and enclose the sum of £I 1ls. 6d. (plus exchange on
country cheques).

I agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association and
Regulations and Bye-Laws of the Society.

Full Name .

Qualifications/Degrees/Honours .

Address .

Occupation .

Race .

Membership of other Photographic organisations .

Interested in Still/Cine/Colour/Technical.

Signature of Applicant... .

Date .

Name of Member proposing .
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Entries for the competitions were commented on and
judged by Mr. Moolman and Mr. C. Moller, awards
as follows:
Prints-none considered worthy of award.
Slides-Mark 1-E. McPherson, J. Geerdink.

Mark 2-E. McPherson, J. S. Main, W. H.J.
Andrew.

Mark 3-C. Smyth, E. H. Campbell, C. J.
Fanner.

The Cine Meeting of a week later was well supported
and is a rapidly growing section. The Still section had
better see to its laurels. The guest-speaker was Mr.
E. V. Harris, Resident Engineer, Highveld Power
Station, Coalbrook, and an 8 mm. enthusiast of many
years. His subject was "Time Lapse Photography".
He had made his own apparatus which he brought with
him, outlining its assembly of relays on a blackboard.
This most fascinating branch of cine photography is not

J. F. Van Rensburg
R. Zacks
E. H. Campbell
P. D. Niehaus

Children and Animals
Holiday
Vaaldam and Vaal River
Motor Sports

3
3
2
2

Our live lectures are indeed most popular and it is
hoped they will arouse activity amongst ALL members.

Alec Harber.

easy as the subjects do not always co-operate and which
Mr. Harris said requires much forethought. A keen
audience saw his 8 mm. work on flowers maturing and
opening. A 16 mm. feature on the same subject,
kindly loaned by the U.K. Information Office, was also
screened. The efficient projectionist was Mr. E. J.
Faulkner.
Films displayed were commented on by Mr. S. R.

Keeling and Mr. Harris, and awards were :
Author Tile Mark

A TRIBUTE TO THE JOURNAL
By DR. A. D. BENSUSAN

f IVE years is a considerable period in the life of any
mortal, and insurance men will tell us that it amounts

to about an eighth of man's total "earning years" in his
life-span.
This is exactly the time that Eric Vertue and his

associates have spent in the production of "Camera
News" for the benefit of South African photographers in
general. We of P.S.S.A., can be extremely grateful to
them for such efforts.
As this issue of "Camera News" closes Volume 5, it

may be an opportune moment to look back over sixty
issues which we have taken for granted, as they arrive
regularly in the post each month. A formidable feat by
any standards, and a particularly worthy one from
voluntary workers in our own country.
The story of P.S.S.A. itself over these five years is a

glorious one-there have been "ups" and certainly
"downs", but the overall picture of a new National
organisation founded only in 1954 has been an achieve
ment of which many have dreamed for decades. The
co-ordinating factor has surely been through the medium
of "Camera News", the dissemination of information on
all matters photographic to the remotest comers of our
country.

Photographic publications in South Africa have come
and gone all too quickly over the years, and I have had
proud associations with many of them. The success of
our own "Camera News" has undoubtedly been due to
P.S.S.A. members and member clubs for without their

help the publication might have followed similar fates to
those which have gone before.
This has been one great interlinking factor between the

photographers of our country,-the members and their
journal-and it proves too, the wisdom of the decisions
at the First Photographic Congress held in Durban six
years ago when "Camera News" was inaugurated,
following preliminary discussions some months earlier at
a George gathering.

We waited patiently for the first issue which appeared
timeously in April, 1955, at the P.S.S.A. banquet given
in honour of Isadore Berger, F.R.P.S., F.P.S.A. and Dr.
and Mrs. Harold Lincoln Thompson, A.P.S.A.Chair
man of the Motion Picture Division of Photographic
Society of America. That first issue brought to the
photographers of South Africa new hope and inspiration
for the future, a rallying point for their activities, a
common forum for their problems and a medium for
interchange of technical information. Furthermore,
through the worthy efforts of Fred Harris, a print
commentary was introduced which has proved of great
value to those whose pictures have appeared as well as to
all who have read his pages each month.
At the time of writing, the future of the Journal is not

yet known, as the Editorial team have indicated their
desire for a well earned rest. One thing, however, is
perfectly certain, namely, any new team will have a high
standard to live up to, and will require the support of
every member of P.S.S.A. in this respect.
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BRAND

ULTRA-RAPID FIXER
TRADE MARK

A couple of minutes? How about prints?

Oh, 30 seconds or less. No waiting with
· Amfix'. you see.

I bet there's a lot of complicated mixing to do
beforehand.

Not a bit of it. You get 'Amfix' in bottles of
liquid concentrate. Just add water.

Easy to make. faster than hypo ... Anything else?

Yes. verv tong life. Youd better get some ' Amfix'.
You're behind the times.

'AMFIX'
a COuDIe

Don't panic.
'Amfx'

Just a minute -
don't turn the
light on yet.
That film can't
be properly

fixed.

Composue tack (conuanung I0 ft. oz. fuer concen
crate and l ft. oz. special hardener). Fixer and
hardener also separately and in larger sizes

MANUFACTURED BY MAY & BAKER LTD

P.S.S.A. SERVICE DIRECTORY

(For information concerning any of these activities of P.S.S.A. please contact the person named for a prompt reply.)

The President - Mr. L. Bevis - P.O. Box 1594, Durban.

Colour Division - Mr. H. Geldard - C/o P.O. Box 1594, Durban.

Honours and Awards Division - Mr. A. Rosewitz - P.O. Box 2007, Johannesburg.

Membership Committee - Mr. A. Rosewitz - P.O. Box 2007, Johannesburg.

Motion Picture Division - Mr. C. M. Knowles - P.O. Box 11309, Johannesburg.

Portfolios, Print Collections and Exhibits
Committee - Mr. R. C. Klem - 240, 15th Avenue, Riviera, Pretoria.

Recorded Lectures - Mr. L. Bevis - Cfo P.O. Box 1594, Durban.

Technical Advice - Hon. Secretary,
P.S.S.A. - C/o P.O. Box 1594, Durban.
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THE 6th P.S.S.A. SALON AND FILM FESTIVAL
A new feature is being introduced to the 6th P.S.S.A. Salon and
Film Festival. It is the colour slide story.
If you are interested in this feature you can now arrange your
entry.

Please see to it that all entries are submitted in good time. The
closing date for films. prints, colour slides and the new feature
colour slide stories is 31 st March 1960?

This Salon and Film Festival takes place during the final week
of the Union Festival, viz. 22nd May to 25th May 1960 at
Bloemfontein.

You are reminded that Jubilee Awards will be made in all
sections.

For further information refer to the Secretary, Bloemfontein
Camera Club, P.O. Box 416, Bloemfontein.

AND SO WE SAY GOODBYE
to all those who for five issues, and six months before, have assisted us in our efforts
to produce a Journal worthy of a strong, virile and promising Photographic Society
of Southern Africa.

It has been a great experience but the time has come to respond to the call of
the darkroom once more and hand over to a new team.

To Denis Sprenger my most grateful thanks for loyal assistance and who shared
the burden from the first issue; Fred Harris for his regular four pages even when
overseas and over-burdened with other work; Percy Scott who so quietly and
behind the scenes told us how badly off we were financially ; Staffie Stafford Smith
who for so many issues took care of M.P.D. contributions; Bob Bell for his early
help; Shirley Cochrane who so regularly cut the addressograph plates and addressed
the envelopes.

To the many Club correspondents who regularly contributed we also extend
thanks and more particularly Alex Harber and the Albany Photographic Society
(who unfortunately miss this-their first-issue).

Advice and assistance is offered to the new Editor at all times but please give
him your help too. It should not be a one-man job but the job of all 1,000 of us!

From the Directors I would ask only one thing-if each Director got only
ONE advertisement each WHAT a Journal we could have!

Printed by The Citadel Press, Cape Town.
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Childhood's special message ... yours forever ... in the magic of a picture.

Today-as on every day since 1888-more pictures
are being made the world over with Kodak film
and cameras than with any other

You'll find Kodak film the world around- ,_Veric
in the familiar yellow box. ~ Fi

KODAK (SOUTH AFRICA) (PTY.) LTD., CAPE TOWN DURBAN
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