
2626 27image  January 2019 image  January 2019

PSSA’s Annual Congress is all about immersing 
yourself in photography for a whole week, in 
the company of like-minded people.  At the end 

of that week you return home inspired, with enough 
images to last you a long time ... well, at least un-
til the next congress, and with a whole bunch of new 
photographic friends.

It’s all very well to become friends on Facebook, but 
nothing can quite compete with actually getting to 
know your fellow photographers through a week-long 
interaction.

The congress in PE was jam-packed full of so much 
to do, but with a comfortable balance between lec-
tures, workshops, photo shoots and just time to relax 
and socialise.  Nothing was compulsory, and there was 
something for everyone. In fact, at times there was 
too much choice! 

For the early risers there was a guided sunrise photo 
shoot every morning — this was very popular — as were 
the guided sunset photo shoots which were on offer 

each evening. It is always a challenge when visiting 
somewhere new to know where to go and when to be 
there.  Members of the PE Camera Club (PECC) obvi-
ously know all the best places to shoot and so they 
were on hand to ensure that delegates were in the 
right places at the right times. 

For those delegates who preferred not to shoot in a 
group, advice, maps and directions were always avail-
able. 

Timing was also important, so plenty of time was al-
lowed to come back from the photoshoots for either 
lectures in the morning, or just socialising during and 
after dinner in the evening.  After a busy day, starting 
before sunrise, it makes sense to just relax and doing 
so in the company of fellow photographers makes it 
so much better.

The afternoons were set aside for workshops, and 
these ranged from in-depth discussions on technical 
subjects, delving into creative compositions, all sorts 
of photo shoots — macro, dance, models, motorbikes 

and many more opportunities to learn and practice 
and shoot award-winning images.

PECC is the second oldest existing camera club in the 
country and goes back to 27 July 1891, when a group 
of enthusiasts gathered to form the Port Elizabeth Am-
ateur Photographic Society, renamed in 1934 to the PE 
Camera Club. 

Initially the society met in private homes, but within 
a few years, the club got involved with a plan to revive 
the Athenæum, an ancient institution of learning — 
the Greek goddess of wisdom resided in the Temple of 
Athena.  The town council allocated land at the junc-
tion of Military Road and Belmont Terrace (now named 
Athol Fugard Terrace) and offered to erect a building 

at the cost of £4 000, if the societies would each sub-
scribe £1 000 — which they did.

This building, completed in 1896, was the venue 
for the congress. It proved to be an ideal venue, as 
delegates were able to move about freely and join in 
whichever activity appealed to them. As an obvious 
venue for photographic exhibitions, clubs with more 
than five attendees at congress were invited to exhibit 
their club’s images. Together with the Nelson Mandela 
University Moments in Time exhibition (see p48) of-
fered yet another facet to congress.

In 1946 part of the building was turned into a the-
atre, which made it the ideal venue for our lectures 
in the morning and dance shoots on stage 

What a friendly                 
welcome in PE!

The PE Camera Club pulled out all the stops to organise a memorable congress 
with top class speakers and workshops and many and varied photo opportunities. 
Jill Sneesby reports back. Photos by Sydney Truter and Marise Ferreira

Left: Ronel 
Nel and Kirk 
West.

Right: Fran-
cois and Ma-
retha Roux 
socialising 
with Oupa 
and Karen 
Coetzee.

Leo Theron, Simon Fletcher and Roel van Oudheusden 
sharing a joke.

Western Cape members Kim Stevens, Nicol du Toit, Marius 
Stockenstrom and Jacoba van Zyl with Evelyn Gibson.
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in the afternoons, with 
performances by the 
Susan Zerbst School of 
Dancing, the NE Mveni 
Dancers and Ray’s 
Dance School (see some 
examples from the 
competition winners on p26 and the most liked Face-
book images p32).

 It didn’t stop there, however, as there was a free 
day midweek when delegates could travel a little fur-
ther afield to gems such as the Addo Elephant Park 
or out into the Bay on a whale watching cruise.  We 
finished the day with a visit from the PE Bikers fol-
lowed by a performance by Flamenco de Algoa, which 
everyone enjoyed photographing.

The lectures were inspiring, mostly making use of 
lecturers from Port Elizabeth and surrounds, who of-
fered a different viewpoint than that usually seen at 
PSSA congresses.  

We did have an In-
ternational presence 
with Diane Skinnner, 
who is well known 
to us as one of the 
Marike Bruwer Visual 
Art judges, sharing her 

Kaleidoscopes (read more about her p60). Her inspi-
ration became quite addictive, as anyone who follows 
social media will have seen.

Friday was honours day and the programme included 
the honours show, showcasing all the successful hon-
ours panels from this year. In order to demystify the 
honours judging we demonstrated and explained the 
process and offered advisory sessions to applicants 
and anyone considering applying in the future.  This 
was a great opportunity for delegates to find out just 
how the system worked and get feedback from mem-
bers of the judging panel.

Congress always ends on a high note with the Hon-

ours and Awards Banquet, when we honour those who 
have achieved their honours during the year. This year 
we hosted a red carpet event with a cabaret by Leslie 
Speyers and Company ... truly a special ending to a 
remarkable event.

Congresses are fun and well worth attending, and a 
lot of work goes into ensuring that they are a success 

— a big thank you must go to our sponsors, the lectur-
ers, the workshop leaders, the models, the dancers, 
the bikers and last, but definitely not least, the fan-
tastic, hard- working members of the PECC!

We are all looking forward to the 2019 Congress in 
Sabie and hope to see you there for an event not to 
be missed.

Above: John (Billy) Mills, Alex Kotze and Dereck du Preez. 
Right: Marise Ferreira and Anette Reimers working.

Left: The dele-
gates enjoyed 
the luxury of 
comfor table 
chairs during 
lectures.

Right: Jill 
Sneesby and 
Evelyn Gibson.

Above: Jan Jacobs, Theo Landman and Aubrey Siebert.
Right: Helen Wilkins was selling PSSA clothing. on behalf of 
the society.

Above: The golden hour shoots on the beach.
Left: PE bikers, dressed in their club regalia, posed for photoshoots.

Above: Christine and her horse Sidiki performed for the cameras.
Left: The Flamenco de Algoa dance company provided and exciting photo 
shoot opportunity.

Socialising with a biker are Johan and Elsa Brits and Sobrina 
Janse van Rensburg.

Charmaine Joubert, Elaine Els and  Jill Sneesby from PECC 
and Alison Duncan (Heigel Fotoklub) enjoy a break.

 It was jam-packed full of so much to 
do, but with a comfortable balance 
between lectures, workshops, photo 
shoots and time to relax and socialise
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While lectures and shows are all well and good if you are anything 
like me the success of my holiday (Congress) is gauged by how 
many images, and great images I manage to capture, says Jill 
Sneesby. At the congress in PE the opportunities were all there 
as is shown by these winning images from our Photo Competition.

Winning 
Image 
Simon Fletcher 
– View of PE Six 
Pack

Second placed
Anne Hrabar — Will Suffering 
End?  

Stunning images win  
congress competition

Third placed
Below: Eileen Covarr took 
the image Full Speed 
Ahead during a display in 
various Port Elizabeth biker 
clubs participated.

Dianne Skinner won a Facebook competition with 
her image taken at the Flamenco dancing show by 
the Flamenco de Algoa troupe. Her Flamenco im-
age won an Intentional Camera Movement in Mon-
ochrome competition.

This trio of images by Trix Jonker won 

the Best Surfing Image (top 
left) and were finalists in the congress 
Photo Competition. Above is On the 
Beach, an image of Christine and her 
horse Sidiki and left Dancer.

Another finalist in the Congress Photo Competition was Francois Oosthuysen 
with Model Shoot (right).
Below: Three faces by Pauline van der Spuy was 
another finalist in the congress competition. This 
image was taken during the performance by the NE 
Mveni Dancers.
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Images taken during the PE 
Congress were posted to PS-
SA’s Facebook page. These 
are the Top images, select-
ed by the  number of Likes, 
shown in brackets. Images 
featured elsewhere in this 
issue are excluded.

Above right: Alison Kekewich Duncan (45), im-
age taken during the beach shoot with Christine 
and her horse Sidiki.

Next:  Pauline van der Spuy (44) captured the 
image of the biker during the shoot organised 
with the PE bikers.

Right: Cape Recife Seascape by Charlaine Ger-
ber (43).

Below right: Marietjie van Niekerk (39) cap-
tured this beach scene during a sunset shoot.

Below: Leon Jacobs by Jill Sneesby (36).

Congress 
shown on 

Sue Keartland followed Diane Skinner’s workshop 
tutorial to create this Kaleidoscope (38). 

The images 
above and 
right are 
by Karen 
Coetzee 
(38).  Right: 
The cabaret 
performance 
by Leslie 
Speyers and 
Company 
during the 
gala evening. 

A trio of 
images by  
Pauline 
van der 
Spuy all 
got 38 
likes: 
Left: one 
of the NE 
Mveni 
Dancers.
Right: 
The Cape 
Recife 
Light-
house  
and  bot-
tom right: 
Dancers 
Double 
Exposure

James Harris (24) caught these dancers from the 
Susan Zerbst School of Dancing in flight.
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