
SIMON FLETCHER – APSSA, DPSSA (Vers) 

 

I was born in Nairobi Kenya and from this tender age I developed a love for nature.  I 

used to draw pictures of Mount Kenya and Kilimanjaro with the wild animals and 

acacia trees.  Throughout my school years I continued to pencil sketch and took art up 

to standard 7, where I changed courses and started technical drawing.  After matric I 

suppressed my creative talents in pursuit of a post matric qualifications and a career, 

but as the years moved on, the yearning to be creative grew louder.  It took a family 

Sunday lunch in 2011 where my nephew was taking photos in my parent’s garden to 

trigger this passion in photography.   

 

In November 2011 I bought my first DSLR a Canon 600D, which was my prized 

procession with its two kit lenses.  Since then I have upgraded as I knew this was  

something I am going to get seriously involved with.  I have developed a keen interest in nature, scapes, 

portraiture, architecture and composites.  I really have a passion for Black and White photography due to its 

simplicity, elegance, timelessness and the impact it brings to the art form. 

 

I joined Rustenburg Photographic Society’s (RPS) in January 2014 after having been invited to join the club by 

my good friend Christo Myburgh.  In May 2016 I joined Southern Suburbs Camera Club (SSCC) after another 

good friend Dereck Du Preez recommended “Suburbs”.  At both these clubs I have learnt a lot from the club 

and visiting judges through their constructive critiques.   

 

In January 2017 I was elected to join the SSCC Committee where I serve still to today as the scorekeeper.  In 

June of the same year I was elected as the Chairperson of RPS and in addition to my chairperson duties, I 

extended the same scorekeeping process to RPS.  I believe it’s important for club members to know and 

understand their positions relative to the other club members with a view of getting member’s inspired and 

energized to work on achieving a higher star ranking. 

 

I started club judging at both RPS and SSCC when I became a senior and enjoy imparting what knowledge I have 

to members in the form of constructive critiques.   In October 2017 I completed the JAP course which I really 

enjoyed and learnt a lot from it.   

 

This process also made me realise that in order to progress and do well, you have to master the processing side 

of photography.  I have had the good fortune to have a brilliant mentor and teacher in Martin Barber, who has 

also been instrumental in my growth as a photographer whilst imparting his Photoshop knowledge and skills 

onto me. 

 

As far as my development as a photographer goes, I received my LPSSA in digital colour in June 2018.  A year 

later in July 2019 I was awarded my DPSSA (Vers) and in January 2020 I managed to achieve my APSSA in digital 

mono.  Within the last year, I have been promoted to a 6-star worker at both RPS and SSCC.  I am an active 

participant in the PSSA’s national salon scene and I also participate in the international salon circuit when I do 

have the time available.  I enjoy viewing the salon catalogues to see the different approaches other 

photographers employ in their craft. 

 

In June 2018, Roel van Oudheusden nominated me for a position as a National Director on the PSSA Board 

which was successful after the voting took place.  Here I was assigned the custodian of the PSSA Standards 

Manual whilst assisting the Roel the PSSA Salon Administrator in the auditing of the Impala Trophy log which I 

have been doing since 2017 in the background.   

 

At the PSSA National Congress in Sabie in September 2019, I was nominated for the position of 2nd Vice President 

of the PSSA which I subsequently was voted in on.  In the last year I have been actively involved in the PSSA 

Excom of which I am one of the five permanent members.  I am also part of the PSSA Salon Committee and we 

have managed to get the National SDM updated together with designing an excel based salon brochure 

template from a standardization perspective, along with the Impala Trophy log audits.  I believe in adding value 

and contributing positively to the betterment of the PSSA. 


