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All Members of PSSA and all Photographers resident in South Africa are invited to participate in the

1st VSS Creative 4-in-1 Digital, Print, AV & School Salon 2019

The Salon will be conducted in accordance with the requirements and practices of PSSA.
Salons will be judged live at VSS Creative College and will be concluded with a Gala evening 

extending into a one week exhibition at VSS, best AVs will also be screened.
A 100 page full-colour gloss catalogue will be available featuring all acceptances and will include a 

DVD with all AV acceptances at R250-00

PSSA Approved,  “B” Patronage B 2019/23

Section 1 - Projected 
Digital Images (PDI):
Maximum of 4 images per category

1. Avant Garde - colour
2. Creative Portrait - mono
3. Creative Nature - colour
4. Creative Scapes - mixed*
5. Street photography - mono
6. Wildlife in motion - colour

Section 2 - Prints:
Maximum of 6 prints 
per category

1. Avant Garde - mixed*
2. Open - mono
3. Nature - colour
4. Photo travel - Colour

Section 3 - AV:
No more than 2 entries
 per category

1. A Story
2. Photo Essay

Section 4 - Schools:
(learners up to grade 12) 
Digital incl. mobile phone.
Maximum of 4 images 
per category

1. Open - mixed*
2. Sport - mixed*

Salon Director: Francois Venter - venter2@icloud.com - 083 676 0872 
PDI Coordinator: Peet van den Berg - peetvdb@gmail.com

Prints Coordinator: Hein Waschefort - hein@heinwaschefort.com 
AV Coordinator: Louis Pretorius - lpretorius33@gmail.com

Schools Coordinator: Christine Waschefort - christine@vsscreative.com 

Salon Calendar

Awards
Winner in each category - PSSA Silver Medal (should entry numbers be sufficient)

Runner-up in each category - VSS Photo College Medal
Judges Choice - 3 VSS ribbons in each category

Certificate of merit - within PSSA guidelines

Closing date for all entries
Judging

Results mailed
Gala evening and prize giving

Exhibition & screening
Print collection & posting

29 March 2019
6-7 April 2019 at VSS College
14 April 2019
6 May 2019
7-11 May 2019 at VSS College
15 May 2019

* A mixed category allows for calour and/or monochrome images

http://christine@visualskillsschoo.com.com
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1. Authors may submit up to 4 images per PDI Category and 6 images per print category. For AVs see point 6 and for schools 
see page 4.

2. An image may only be used once in the salon irrespective of the category or of the image being in colour or monochrome. 
No similar images may be used. The only exception is that an image used in any of either the print or PDI categories, may 
be included in an AV production entered in this salon.

3.     Each image must have a unique name i.e. the name of an image may not be changed at any time as all acceptance records 
are based on the image name. Words such as "Untitled" and "No Title" are not acceptable as part or all of an image's title, 
nor are titles consisting of only camera capture filenames or titles consisting of only numbers.

4. PDI Salon (also see categories and definitions):
 a. The digital entry fee for PSSA members is R7 per image and for non-PSSA members R11.00 per image. 
 b.  All entries must be resized to a maximum of 1920 pixels on the horizontal axis and/or a maximum 1080 pixels on the 

vertical axis (HD format). The inclusion of a frame or border is permissible as long as it remains within above mentioned 
size restriction.

 c. Files must be saved in the JPEG format and once compressed should be no larger than 2 MB. It is recommended that 
the image be converted to the sRGB colour profile. 

 d. All PDI and prints (except VSS School Salon and AVs) entries to be entered electronically via 
http://www.photovaultonline.com only. No images will be accepted via e-mail.
Remember to finalize your entry on Photovault after the images have been uploaded.

5. Print Salon (also see categories and definitions):
 a. The print entry fee for PSSA members is R40.00 per category (non-PSSA members R60.00). 

The fees above do not include postage and courier cost for returning of prints.  Sufficient additional postage 
must accompany all entries. Courier returns must have a Waybill together with account number or courier fees which 
should accompany your entry.

 b. Prints Should not exceed 500x400mm including mounting.
 c. Prints do not need to be mounted, a 10mm border is suggested for display pegs.
 d. Minimum size of prints: 210mm X 300mm (approximately A4)
 e. A self adhesive label with: 1- Category 2- Title and number (1-4) 3- Author name and an arrow indicating top of image 

(orientation) must be on back of each print.  
 f. All entries must be send to:  By Post: P O Box 17863 - Pretoria North 0116    
     Hand Delivery: 186 Jack Hindon Street - Pretoria North 0182
  For entries submitted by registered post or Speed Services, the tracking number MUST be advised by e-mail to 

hein@heinwaschefort.com to ensure timely delivery.
 g. Entry form (on PSSA website) should accompany print entry and one should be mailed to hein@heinwaschefort.com
 h. A digital copy of all print entries must also be entered online at www.photovaultonline.com.

The same format requirements as for PDI entries apply. This is to simplify the control of
entries being despatched and the preparation of the salon results catalogue. Please ensure
that the information on the label on the back of the print is exactly the same as the information
captured online on Photo Vault.

6. Audio Visual Salon (also see category definition):
 a. AV entry fee for PSSA members is R30.00 per entry and for non-PSSA members R60.00 per entry. 
 b. Two categories may be entered with a maximum of 2 entries per category: 
  Category 1- A story (Maximum 3 minutes)  Category 2- Photo Essay (Maximum 3 minutes) 
 c. We prefer that you use an electronic file transfer service such as WeTransfer or YouSENDit to submit your AV to 

hein@heinwaschefort.com The completed entry form must be included but also sent separately per e-mail to the AV 
Coordinator, Louis Pretorius, lpretorius33@gmail.com This will facilitate the tracking and receipt of your AV. Please 
include your proof of payment. A DVD containing your entry and entry form and proof of payment may be sent to the 
address as per point 4f instead of the electronic file transfer; however it needs to be received by closing date and you 
still need to e-mail your entry form and proof of payment to Louis."

 d. AVs must be self executable on PC format (Exe or Mp4), an opening page is allowed.
 e.  Video is also allowed as an AV and there is no limit to amount of video versus stills.
 f.  Limited images not created by author can be used but must be credited. 
 g. Submission of entry implies permission by the author for entered AVs to be screened at Visual Skills School and featured 

on salon DVD. AVs will always have the author's full credits.
7.      School Salon Categories and Rules on p4.
8. As per PSSA guidelines, no direct family member of any of the judges will be allowed top awards for specific Salon category 

judged by the family member.
9. Entries received without proof of payment, insufficient fees or incomplete entry forms will not be judged or exhibited, nor 

will they be returned until sufficient fees to cover return postage are received.
10. While the utmost care will be exercised whilst handling entries, the organisers cannot accept liability for any loss or damage 

that may occur.
11. Submission of entries signifies acceptance of the conditions of entry.
12. No late entries will be accepted, judged or exhibited.
13. All payments must be made to: Account name  VSS 
     Bank   ABSA BANK
     Branch no.  632005
     Account no.  4067624782 (Cheque account)
     Reference on payment Author name and surname

Salon Rules

http://www.photovaultonline.com
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1.    Presented digital images, prints and AVs will be adjudicated via “Live Judging” i.e. the 
judging panel are together in the same room viewing and scoring all the images (projected 
images and/or prints and/or Audio Visual sequences) simultaneously under the same 
conditions. 

2.    The official PSSA test calibration will be applied to ensure uniformity in the presentation of 
AVs and PDI entries. All AVs and PDI entries will be projected on a big screen for judging.

3.   The adjudicators/judges will discuss the short-listed photos to come to a conclusion for the 
winners as per the PSSA policy. The judging panel will select the acceptances and award 
winners in each salon and category.

4.   Where a majority of the adjudicators are of the opinion that an image, photo or AV does not 
conform to the definition of the entered category, the work will be rejected. 

5.   Any work that the Salon Director considers pornographic or offensive to the public may, on 
consultation with the judges, be disqualified. 

6.   If two or more entries by an entrant are similar, across all genres and categories only the first 
entry receiving an acceptance will be considered for awards. 

7.   Where the adjudicators are of the opinion that an entry does not conform to the definition of 
the entered category, the entry will be rejected.

8.   Entrants may be requested to send their original unaltered photos (RAW files) for 
confirmation of ownership and/or digital manipulation performed. 

9.   The Directors and Judges will in the spirit of this salon, being a salon for creative 
photographers, strive not to be petty and, where possible, give the benefit of any issue to the 
author.

Judging

Categories and Definitions

Avant Garde (Altered Reality) Image can be created digitally or in-camera. The visual content must be 
of a modernistic nature which stimulates the mind and imagination. Avant Garde in art can be seen as a 
step ahead of contemporary imagery and therefore allows for extreme visual experiences. 

 Manipulation is allowed but not a pre-requisite.
Open     For General Photography, there is no restriction on subject matter. Manipulation is allowed.
Nature  Images may be of animals, birds, insects, reptiles, marine or plant life and the natural 

environment, such that a well-informed person could testify to its true representation. Images depicting 
cultivated plants, domestic animals, still life studies, mounted specimens or museum exhibits are not 
allowed. Only images that do not alter the truth of the photographic statement will be eligible.  

 Manipulation is not allowed. (See chapter on digital manipulation for limitations.)
Creative Nature Images may be of animals, birds, insects, reptiles, marine or plant life and the natural 

environment. Images should not alter the obvious truth (a polar bear in the desert) however, artistic 
rendering and digital manipulation is allowed in this section.  

Street Photography  ‘If you can smell the street it is street photography’. A form of photography that 
is centred on a person or people in a candid situation within a public space, e.g. streets, parks, beaches, 
malls, etc. Images with highest impact are generally of activities where the person/persons is/are is not 
aware of the camera. Moreover, for an image to belong to the street photography genre, it may never be 
posed. Manipulation is not allowed. (See chapter on digital manipulation for limitations.)

Creative Portrait Human portrait with creative values and/or a good narrative. No pet or animal portraits 
are allowed. Portrait also refers to a full figure and not necessarily from the front, body parts may also 
qualify as portraiture. Manipulation is allowed but not a pre-requisite.

Scapes Landscapes, city scapes and macro scapes all qualify for this category. Manipulation is allowed.
Photo Travel           A Photo Travel image must express the feeling of a time and place and portray a land, its 

distinctive features or culture in its natural state. There are no geographical limitations. Close up pictures 
of people or objects must include distinguishable environment. Techniques that add to, relocate, replace 
or remove any element of the original image, except by cropping, are not permitted. All adjustments 
must appear natural. Derivations, including infrared, are unacceptable. 

Monochrome Image must be black and white or toned entirely in a single colour, ranging from visual 
black through to visual white using a single colour tone like standard or sepia as an over-all colour. Any 
localised colour or extra colour is not allowed. 

Sports Photography          Sports photography covers any aspect of a sporting event.  Images must depict 
an active pastime or recreation involving physical exertion and/or skill that is governed by a set of rules 
or customs and often of a competitive nature.  Images in this section could include the spectators or 
judge or umpire in a sporting event. Manipulation is not allowed. (See chapter on digital manipulation for 
limitations.)
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Audio Visual Definition
A Story Full manipulation allowed (max 3 min)
 “A Story” is a narrative or a tale of real or fictitious events – it is an account of imaginary or real 

people and events told for entertainment and to create a reaction in the minds of the people 
listening or watching – horror, delight, compassion, etc. A story consists of a plot. A plot is what 
happens in the story and the order it happens in. In order to be a story, something has to change 
– it has to move from one point to the next. The plot is therefore like a roadmap that indicates a 
route from your point of departure to your point of destination. The change could be a physical 
event; a decision; a change in relationship; a change in a person (from bad to good or vice 
versa); or a change in the listener/watcher's perspective and understanding of a situation. 

Photo Essay Unmanipulated (max 3 min)
 To shadow a happening, a working person or the build up of an event are a few approaches of this amazing 

unexplored genre in AV. A good example would be W Eugene Smith’s Country Doctor; where he stated that you 
need to become the wall-paper (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q45yOF-edZs and 
https://vimeo.com/72609333). Soft constant dissolves and applicable sound is of cardinal importance. This is a 
genre closely related to documentary and photo journalism narratives.

Categories and judges for Projected Digital Images (PDI)

Categories and judges for Prints

1. Avant Garde  colour  
2. Creative Portrait mono
3. Creative Nature mixed
4. Creative Scapes colour
5. Street Photography mono
6. Wildlife in motion  colour

1. Avant Garde  mixed  
2. Open Monochrome mono
3. Nature  colour
4. Travel Photography colour

1. The Story mixed  
2. Photo Essay mixed

Hein Waschefort MPSSA
Laetitia Kenny MPSSA

Peet van den Berg APSSA
Charlaine Gerber APSSA

Christine Waschefort APSSA
Gonnie Myburgh FPSSA

Laetitia Kenny MPSSA
Valmai le Grange APSSA
Gonnie Myburgh FPSSA
Willem Daffue FPSSA

Ryno Oosthuizen APSSA
Hein Waschefort MPSSA

Malie vd Vyver FPSSA
Martin Barber FPSSA

Valmai le Grange APSSA
Francois Roux MPSSA
Evelyn Gibson FPSSA
Hesté de Beer APSSA

Martin Barber FPSSA
Malie vd Vyver FPSSA
Francois Roux MPSSA
Hesté de Beer APSSA

Christine Waschefort APSSA
Rick Venter APSSA

Rick Venter APSSA
Pauline vd Spuy APSSA
Willem Daffue FPSSA

Ryno Oosthuizen APSSA
Francois Rousseau APSSA

Anton La Grange APSSA(vers)

Pauline vd Spuy APSSA
Evelyn Gibson FPSSA

Francois Rousseau APSSA
Anton La Grange APSSA(vers)

Charlaine Gerber APSSA
Peet van den Berg APSSA

Judge 1

Judge 1

Judge 1

Judge 1

Judge 1

Judge 2

Judge 2

Judge 2

Judge 2

Judge 2

Judge 3

Judge 3

Judge 3

Judge 3

Judge 3

Categories for AVs*

* Salon is free to all learners (up to grade 12):
Ÿ there is no size restriction as long as files do not exceed 2 megabytes in jpg format 
Ÿ images must be named as follow; category (OP for open and SP for sport)- number (in numerical 

order) - name - title eg. OP-1-Dylan Vorster-The Ghost.jpg
Ÿ images can be from digital camera or mobile phone
Ÿ a maximum of four images per student per category is allowed
Ÿ Work will be judged by a complement of VSS Creative College lecturers and students
Ÿ VSS Creative College medals for learners and a floating trophy to the school with most successful 

learner entries will be awarded as well as PSSA recognition
Ÿ images must be mailed directly to info@vsscreative.com with following information
   School of pupil
   Pupils name and grade
   names of images in numerical order
Ÿ Entries must be send before 30 March 2019
Good Luck!

PDI Categories and judging for Schools*

1. Open - mixed 2. Sport - Mixed
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Digital Manipulation

Final Notes

Allowed in all categories
The following software-driven 
adjustments (selective or to the whole 
image) in the aim to enhance a picture is 
allowed.
Ÿ White-balance
Ÿ Exposure
Ÿ Contrast
Ÿ Saturation
Ÿ Hue
Ÿ Digital noise reduction
Ÿ Sharpening
Ÿ Cropping
Ÿ Re-sizing
Ÿ Correction of lens distortion
Ÿ Perspective adjustments
Ÿ Removal of dust spots or scratch marks
Ÿ Blending of different exposures of the same 

scene to broaden the dynamic range
Ÿ Focus stacking to widen the depth of field
Ÿ Adding of a frame or border to an image

1. All images submitted in this salon shall originate as photographs by the entrant either 
digitally or on photographic film. 

2. By virtue of submitting an entry, the photographer certifies the work as his/her own.
3. The entered material may be used free of charge for publication or display in media related 

to the salon, including posting on a web site. And of course in the 100 page full colour 
catalogue featuring accepted images.  

4. Great care will be taken to protect the authors’ intellectual property, however, this salon 
cannot assume liability of any misuse of copyright. 

    The use of the images shall be restricted to judging, subsequent printing in the (electronic 
and hard copy) catalogue, display/exhibition of the accepted images and winning images 
might be printed in the Image magazine.

Not Allowed in some categories 
(nature and street photography)
The following software-driven 
adjustments to an image are specifically 
excluded in the unmanipulated categories:
Ÿ Moving elements in an image
Ÿ Cloning in elements from another image
Ÿ Duplicating elements in an image
Ÿ Distorting elements in an image
Ÿ The use of software filters to create artistic 

effects
Ÿ The use of wording or text on an image
Ÿ Using layers with images other than that of 

the original image 


