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I am not sure how many people are aware that in 2014 PSSA celebrates 60 years since its formation.  
The PSSA 2014 Congress / Wildlife Convention was a very fitting happening to commemorate this 
achievement.  The event is over but the memories of a wonderful occasion still linger on.  Besides 
some of the exciting sightings experienced by delegates who had time from 06:00 (gates open) until 
10:00 and again from 15:30 to 18:00 (gate closed) to go out and photograph, the program for the in-
between times was varied and very interesting. 
 
The other most talked about item at most congresses is the food so let me mention that before 
continuing with the rest of the report.  SANPARKS took the decision some time ago to make use of 
franchises to manage the restaurants at camps within their reserves.  The Cattle Baron was awarded the 
tender for the Skukuza camp that includes the convention centre as well as the camp restaurant.  This 
appointment was made only very recently so they are still in the process of revamping the restaurant.  
Needless to say that the manager and catering staff were absolutely marvellous, as was the food for the 
week.  So everyone was well fed and satisfied, even those with special dietary needs. 
 
For those who have not seen the Skukuza Convention Centre it comprises of a conference hall that 
holds approximately 700 people “theatre style”.  It was laid out for our delegation of close to 200 
people with tables so the hall appeared full. Outside the hall is a rather large foyer with a reception desk 
and in this area there were photographic displays:- a) Panel of Barrie Wilkins’ photographs; b) MPSSA 
panel by Johan Botha; c) two print Honours panels - both from Central Gauteng Region - Jenny 
Stilwell and Cobus Ekstein. On each side of the foyer there are break-away rooms.  Nikon had one 
room where they ran workshops between 14:00 and 15:30 each day, as did Hein Waschefort where 
additionally he had his MPPSA panel displayed.  A third break-away room was used for other 
workshops by various people.  The interesting and informative workshops were fully booked each day. 
 
Speakers at congress were:- Chris Fellows, who is an excellent and interesting speaker giving 
presentations on great white shark diving and research that he is involved with.  His second 
presentation was on another line of photography - predators:  Shem Campion spoke on how his 
photography has evolved over the years:  Prakuti and Praveen Kumar (daughter and father) from India 
gave an informative presentation on wildlife conservation in India and on the tigers in a particular 
reserve and preservation efforts:  Jill Sneesby gave a thought provoking presentation on  Looking vs 
Seeing:  Johan Botha and Hein Waschefort gave presentations on the topics for their MPSSA Honours:  
Hendrik Louw (Beachcombers Camera Club) presented Macro photography followed by a workshop:  
Two SANPARKS officials gave talks on the park strategies and on their Rhino poaching efforts: Anne 
d’Oliveira presented a showcase of all the competitions run by PSSA and announced the winners - 
additional she presented her and Franz Jesche’s salon winning Audio Visual “Inside Darkest Africa”. 
 
Jill Sneesby did two special presentations as a tribute to Barrie Wilkins but also many of the speakers 
made mention of Barrie’s contribution to photography in South Africa and abroad in their 
presentations.  He was missed but certainly not forgotten. 
 

CONGRESS / WILDLIFE CONVENTION 
FEEDBACK REPORT TO 

REGIONS 



 
 

2 

As with all PSSA gatherings new friendship were made and others rekindled.  The Congress committee 
should be commended for the hard work and effort they put into making the Congress the success it 
was.  That is not to say there were no problems but they were addressed and delegates satisfied.  
Anything that was untoward behind the scenes was handled swiftly and transparently. 
 
PSSA NEWS: 
 
Jill Sneesby will serve her second terms as President of the Society 
Francois Rousseau was confirmed as 1st Vice-President 
Anne d’Oliveira was confimed as 2nd Vice-President 
Directors: 
National:      Regional: 
Reg Ansel      Willem Botha - Southern Gauteng 
Petro Bosman      Anne d’Oliveira - Central Gauteng 
Antenie Carstens (New)    Evelyn Gibson - Northern Gauteng 
Laetitia Kenny (New)     James Harris - Mpumalanga 
Melanie Loubser     Johan Kloppers - Western Cape 
Francois Rousseau     Paul Rixom - Garden Route 
Francois Roux      Jason Stander - Limpopo 
Jill Sneesby      Nevil Tyler - Qwa Zulu Natal 
Johann van der Walt     Theo van der Merwe - Eastern Gauteng 
Adri van Oudheusden (New)    Roel van Oudheusden - Eastern Cape 
       Vacant - Free State & Northern Cape 
Out-going Directors: 
Johan Lamprecht; Sarel Naude; Hein Waschefort; 
On behalf of the members the Board say farewell to the three and thank them for all they have done for 
the Society during their term of office. 
 
Divisions and Chairpersons resulting from the Board Meeting held at Congress. 
Division      Chairperson 
Annual Program and Patronage   Roel van Oudheusden 
This is a newly created division 
Competitions Division    Anne d’Oliveira 
Editor Image Magazine    Hein Waschefort 
Executive Committee (Excom)   Francois Roux 
Finance      Francois Roux 
Historian      Antenie Carstens 
Honours      Jill Sneesby (assisted by Johan Botha and  

Helen Wilkins) 
JAP        Francois Roux 
There will be a committee for JAP which will comprise Francois Roux, Jill Sneesby, Willem Botha, 
Evelyn Gibson, Roel van Oudheusden, Pieter Venter, Laetitia Kenny, Celia Fouche 
Liaisons Officer FIAP     Jill Sneesby 
The division previous know as International Liaisons will be disbanded as it is not necessary for 
liaison officers for the other overseas societies save FIAP. 
Management Information Systems (MIS)  Johann van der Walt 
This is a newly formed division.  Johann will be assisted by Francois Rousseau. 
Marketing      Johann van der Walt 



 
 

3 

Division      Chairperson 
Membership      Ria Katzke 
PRO and Electronic Communication   Petro Bosman 
Regalia and Awards     Reg Ansel 
Salons        Francois Rousseau 
Social Media      Laetitia Kenny 
Webmaster      Melanie Loubser 
Youth Division     Vacant 
Electronic Communication will no longer be a division - newsletters to members will now be the 
responsibility of the PRO 
 
a) In celebration of 60 years of PSSA the Society has awarded Hon PSSA's to Max Arenson 

(member of Camera Club of Johannesburg, Jabula Camera Club and Johannesburg 
Photographic Society) and Mike Feldman (member of Camera Club of Johannesburg) for their 
service and commitment to PSSA over the past 60 years. 

b) A new JAP committee has been formed and will be headed by Francois Roux, who will shortly 
be providing information on the way forward. 

c) Issues related to salons were raised and Francois Rousseau will be looking into these and also 
proposals on the future for salons. 

d) Laetitia Kenny has been charged with sorting out all the “missing” medals for those who have 
not received theirs from salons.  Please contact her directly should you be one of these people. 

e) Clubs now pay a straight membership fee of R200,00 per annum and it is no longer necessary to 
calculate a fee based on number of members and PSSA members within a club.  Of course we 
would still like to see more members join the PSSA and that club committees keep a record of 
PSSA members within their clubs. 

f) PSSA will have a stand at the Photo and Film Expo at the Coca-Cola Dome - 30 October 2014 
to 02 November 2014, despite it event having been scaled down this year. 

g) Congress 2015 will be at Swellendam - 9 to 14 August 2015 - during the canola flowering time. 
Bookings are already open on the PSSA website. 

h)  It would seem that few members are aware of the competitions run by PSSA for either clubs or 
individuals from within the clubs.  I will be looking at a marketing and awareness strategy on 
these competition so there is better participation in the future. 

i) We would encourage people to get into the habit of visiting the PSSA website frequently as 
there are competitions advertised there and all the latest news.  Also PSSA members look out 
for the newsletters that are sent out with announcements.  Additionally there is now the PSSA 
FaceBook page being managed by Laetitia Kenny. 

 
If there is anything you need to or would like to know with regards to PSSA please do not hesitate to 
contact me accordingly. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

Anne d’Oliveira 
Director - Central Gauteng Region 
PSSA 2nd Vice-President 


