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Melanie and her husband, Henri live in Lonehill, Johannesburg with five cats and their 
beloved Rusty, a ridgeback.   As they are originally from Cape Town, they are both avid 
Stormers supporters! 

As Melanie has always shared Henri’s passion for the veld, it became increasingly difficult to 
fit bush safaris into two demanding careers.  In 2004 Melanie decided to make a lifestyle 
change and gave up her 22 year corporate career.  For the last 10 years she has run her own 
consulting business as a Pay & Benefits Consultant from her home office.    

Henri has been a keen photographer from an early age and combined with his love of nature 
and vast knowledge of birds the passion soon rubbed off on Melanie.  It is not only the 
advent of digital photography that got her seriously interested in 2005, but also the 
computerised processing side of it.  Capturing birds in flight comes with the challenge of 
tracking a moving object with a long lens.  Melanie got her APSSA in 2007.  She is also 
actively involved in salon judging. 

They were often asked by foreigners they met on trips, to show some images. It followed 
that Melanie wanted a website for the two of them and she is now the webmaster of their 
own website at www.birdsinflight.co.za.    

Soon after that their photography club, AFO in Pretoria, needed to replace their webmaster.  
After completing three years as the AFO Chairperson and also being responsible for 
organising the 2011 PSSA Congress at Hartebeespoortdam, Melanie agreed to do the AFO 
website with the little experience she had gained from running their own website.  She is 
therefore currently also the webmaster for AFO at www.afo.co.za.  For clubs with more than 
50 members, the AFO website was the runner-up in the first PSSA website competition in 
2012 and 1st in the 2013 competition.   

Towards the end of 2012 PSSA approached Melanie to be the PSSA webmaster and although 
she was reluctant at first to accept such a big challenge, she eventually accepted and the 
PSSA website at www.pssa.co.za is testimony to her work.   

For the 2014 PSSA Congress and Wildlife Convention Melanie was also asked to be the 
webmaster for www.wildlifeconvention.com which was created for the sole purpose of the 
wildlife convention. 

What seemed to have been a hobby at first, with Melanie running their personal website, 
web design and maintenance has become a  new full-time career, except that it is all for the 
love of the game!  


