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This year’s Congress was held at St. Lucia better known now as iSimangaliso Wetland 

Park.  

 

This area provided us with some jewels to photograph such as Kosi Bay, Coastal Forest, 

Lake Sibaya, Sodwana Bay, uMkhuze, False Bay, Western Shores and Charters Creek, 

Lake St. Lucia, Eastern Shores and Cape Vidal and Maphelane. There are many more 

interesting areas and knowing the photographers who attended, they would find them and 

will share their images with us over the coming year. 

 

The welcome we all received at registration was as always a PSSA welcome, with familiar 

faces all around to greet us, making sure we were comfortable with all the arrangements 

and plans ahead for the coming week. 

 

This Congress was smaller in numbers than some of our previous congresses but this had 

huge advantages, as the delegates were able to converse and share their photography with 

one another.   I could see many times that they were enjoying one another in their 

interactions – it was a pleasure to watch “lekker kuier”! 

 

The Presenters as always gave us new insights, new experiences in the field of 

photography and certainly some food for thought.   I am quite sure now some of the 

delegates have gone home and started to think out of the box with their photography. 

 

The presentations covered various topics e.g. Photography is for the Birds, HDR, Macro, 

Colour combinations, Travelogue, Expressive Portraiture, Photographing the Stars, Aerial 

Photography, Creative Lighting, Wildlife in Africa, Monochrome and the Beauty of Light.  All 

of these presentations, if you did not come away with at least 5% new insights then 

something is wrong as everyone of the Presenters had many gifts and tips to share with us.  

It would be impossible to say one stood out from the other as all, in their own way put over 

their presentations in different and varying manners.   We had many laughs, interactions 

and many questions asked during them. 

 



Laeticia Kenny and Francois Roux shared their MPSSA Application Panels with us and this 

certainly was an inspiration to all and congratulations to them both on the success of these 

applications – both well deserved Honours for both of them. 

 

The PSSA Showcase shown to us on the first evening was also well put together and as 

always is great to see the work being done around the country.  A special tribute to the late 

Toni Ballotta was very special and for many brought back some memories that had been 

shared by those who had worked with her and knew her well. 

 

The Honours and Awards show was as always something that needs to be seen as it 

shows the high standard of work being done around the country.  Congratulations to all the 

accepted Honours holders this past year. 

 

The banquet, which as we know always ends Congress, is always something not to be 

missed.   The formal approach to this function is something that must be kept in place as 

we see the delegates in their fine regalia having their last and final party of Congress – 

leaving Congress in a high spirit, probably in more ways that one. 

 

One of the positives that came out of Congress was the time available that the delegates 

had to photograph the jewels of the area and not be tied down to too many lectures.   It also 

gave the delegates more time to spend with one another getting to know one another better 

in an environment of this great hobby of ours, photography.  Much fun, laughter and 

enjoyable parties came out of this extra time, which adds to the camaraderie of Congress. 

 

Thanks must go to the organisers of this year’s Congress for the hard work that they all put 

in, giving us yet another Congress to talk about for a while. 
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