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What made the peacock so peeved? 
For shame! ... someone pictured him 
as a black and white fowl-when he was 
& clear cut case for Agfacolor. 
World famous Agfacolor films truly render 
colour for colour; ea pture every 
glorious hue. Make sure you do 
full justice to your subjects. 
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A~,tacolor REVERSAL FILM 
for sparkling colour transparencies. 
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Initial cost includes Agfa Laboratory processing. 

Both films are available in 35mm and popular roll film sizes. 
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"Dal Wallace in Action" by Gerry Walters. 

FROM time to time the plaint is raised that 
we have to-day no pictorialists to take the 

place of the great Masters of the past. One 
must admit that one cannot readily name 
successors to Missonne and Keighley, to name 
only two of those whose prints have given 
pleasure to many, but ... there is a "but." 
We have had ample time to think about this 

whilst the entries for the First P.S.S.A. Salon 
have been accumulating, and somewhere among 
those prints and those we have seen in Salons 
in the past must be the. answer to the question 
of what Photography means to the individual 
amateur-the amateur, that is, who pursues 
his art, craft or what you will for his own 
personal enjoyment without those limitations 
which must sometimes influence the professional 
outlook. 
It has been said that the rush and bustle of 

modern life are not conducive to the production 
of works characteristic of more leisurely ages; 
this can hardly apply to those whose aim is to 
produce pictures for their own pleasure, and 
surely the key to the modern trend must lie in 
a changed outlook. This is only reasonable; 
no matter how much we may admire Byzantine 
art, we would not seriously wish artists to-day 
to return to that style. Much vilification is 
poured on the exponents of the "New Outlook," 
and we, in our cosy editorial chair, are certainly 
not going to do anything but maintain an 
attitude of disinterested neutrality. It is illu 
minating, however, to remember that the 
Impressionists are now regarded as highly 
respectable, having been elevated to "Old 
Masterhood," whilst the pre-Raphaelites are 
regarded with mild amusement. 
Many hundreds of competent artists are 

forgotten for every Leonardo remembered-so 
let's enjoy ourselves, doing what we want to do. 
The best that we can hope for most of our work 
is that it will moulder in some forgotten attic 
(even the supply of attics is running short now!) 

They say the Lion and the Lizard keep 
Their Courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep: 

And Bahram, that great Hunter-the Wild Ass 
Stamps o'er his Head, and he lies fast asleep. 
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Whatever you take 

with your camera ... 

Do n'I take needless 
You can insure your camera 

against theft, loss, damage and 
other risks with the Yorkshire, 
for as little as 12/6 a year. 

THE 

YORKSHIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED 1824 
MARITIME HOUSE, LOVEDAY STREE1 

JOHANNESBURG 

risks 
r----------7 
I To· The Manager, I 

The Yorkshire insurance Co. Ltd., I Box 2755, Phone 33-4292, I 
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By Dr. A. D. Bensusan, F.R.P.S., F.P.S.A. 

EWS 163 

A 1\/NUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEETS: Our 
~ Honorary Treasurer-D. Abramson, and Honorary 

Auditor-A. N. Wilson, have been busy of recent weeks 
with the compilation of the P.S.S.A. balance sheets, 
which will be available to members with the next issue 
of "Camera News," together with B. N. Penny's Annual 
Report. 

The Society ·s financial commitments have been very 
heavy over the last year, and it is remarkable that 
members have received so many services for their small 
subscription, as well as their regular copy of "Camera 

ews'' which itself is well worth the guinea. There is 
a feeling in some quarters that an increase in annual 
subscriptions is overdue, and this matter will be placed 
on the agenda for the Annual General Meeting in Cape 
Town: this course might be averted if every member 
promptly paid his subscriptions when due. 

TRANSVAAL REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
p RI NT COLLECTIONS: After long and faithful service, 
Dr. Eric Zeiss, of Germiston, has retired from this 
position owing to extreme pressure of work, and 
Murray Margetts, of Johannesburg, has kindly under 
taken the responsibilities from 1st September. Murray 
is a well-known pictorialist and a stalwart of P.S.S.A. 
administration as our first Treasurer. I would like to 
pass on the sincere thanks of all our members to you, 
Eri::, and also to welcome Murray to this position. 

CO NG RESS, 1957 : Recently the Board of Directors, 
together with Northern Rhodesian Photographic Asso 
ciation, have concluded arrangements for the venue 
of the 1957 Congress for July, at the Victoria Falls. 
At least one International photographic authority has 
undertaken to be a guest, and our energetic Director, 
Andrew Hayward, is at present overseas on Congress 
and other matters. 

CO NG RESS, 1956 : Details will, of course, be given 
later but in the meantime our thoughts turn to Cape 
Town where there has been tremendous activity, and 
the time for our annual reunion in November draws 
nearer. All entries for the first P.S.S.A. International 
Salon should be in the hands of Denis Sprenger, P.O. 
Box 2431, Cape Town, before 26th September; as 
there are no awards at this P.S.S.A. annual exhibition, 
an acceptance sticker will be an honour in itself. From 
all reports the Cape Town Congress should be a great 
success, and from different parts of the country, P.S.S.A. 
members, families and friends, will be wending their 
way south in November for this friendly occasion. 

OVERSEAS VISITORS: Allan Cash and his charming 
wife, Betty, are now back in Britain after quite an 
African journey, and we are most grateful to them for 
giving up time on their rushed visit, to lecture to P.S.S.A. 
Clubs in different parts of the country. Most favourable 
reports were received from all centres in the Union and 
in Johannesburg an audience of 280 people representing 
more than a dozen societies were given a great treat. 
Thank you, Allan and Betty, we are looking forward to 
a re-union. We are all the more eager for our next 
visitor, G. L. Hawkins, who arrives in Cape Town 
later this month. 

Family Group I? 
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For proving that there's nothing like leather, there's nothing like 
Ilford FP3. The beauty of the subject may be only skin deep, but when 
FP3 takes the picture, skin deep is deep enough to satisfy everybody. 

ILFORD FP3 
Available from A 11 p h O t O O ea I er S and C h e m i St S 

Made in England by ILFORD LIMITED ILFORD LONDON 
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A LENSDOOD IN ACCRA 

By 

ALEXIS FALKENSTEIN 

AIRFIELDS are dull places, 
vitalised only by the great 

machines that stand around with a 
passive impatience to get going and 
get away. And it's that community 
of feeling between passenger and 
plane that makes getting away 
always a new thrill. Leaving Jan 
Smuts Airport, and seeing those 
ever-familiar mine dumps fading 
into a cloud of their own dust never 
fails to make me feel that I'm going 
places. And on this day I was, I 
certainly was . . . to Accra, surely 
the Mecca of the picturesque. 

And fate was helping me, for the 
person sitting next to me was Dr. 
A. D. Bensusan, one of the best 
known photographers of our country 
and I was after pictures. We talked 
we talked so much that in the time 
it takes for a high-speed shutter to 
click we were saying our goodbyes 
at the Civil Airport at Accra, capital 
city of a land where the Africa of 
Livingstone still flourishes in a 
bewildering and unconscious beauty 
that couldn't happen twice. Some 
body once said that entering the 
Gold Coast for the first time was 
like entering ancient history through 
the back door. Apart from the 
modern cars and buildings . . . and 
occasional bursts of radio music 
from wayside shops . . . one feels 
that here's a place that has never 
experienced school-book history and 
doesn't want it. It's aloof and 
lovely. If you want to make it 
mysterious, there's ample oppor- 

tunity. Actually it's go-ahead, but 
by its own rhythms. 

But why Gold Coast? Merely 
because the piratical adventurers of 
the 15th and 16th centuries found 
the natives bandying gold around as 
a common article of barter. But 
don't expect to find things that way 
to-day. To-day the main sources of 
wealth in the Gold Coast are cocoa, 
manganese, diamonds and indige- 

nous timbers. It's not a vast terri 
tory, as so many people imagine. 
The Gold Coast Colony, Ashanti, 
the Northern Territories and Togo 
land comprise an area that is actually 
smaller than the Transvaal. 
And yet it has such wealth of self 

conscious energy . . . such a confi 
dent awareness of Western civilisa 
tion and its own age-long history of 
tribal strength and superstition 

The Goldsmith, Kumasi. 
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Famous Products for Photography 

llidax 
Ve1·tona 

Ortho-B1·om 

Gevatone 
Gevarto 

A1·tona 
Vittex 

AND 

All Enquiries : 

P.O. Box 256. 

GASLIGHT CONTACT PAPERS 

FOR FAST ENLARGING 

THE FAST WARM TONE PAPERS 

CHLORO-BROM FOR CONTACT AND 
ENLARGING 

Gevaluxe 
BROMIDE VELOURS 

Try these for SUPERIOR prints 
PROOFS ON P.O.P. 

WRITE FOR A BOOKLET OF THE OUTSTANDING SURFACES 
AVAILABLE 

KEATINGS PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 
JOHANNESBURG. 
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that everywhere there's no hesitation 
about its forward-looking push. 

Mind you, the impact of Western 
education and tribal customs can 
break down into a sort of rebellious 
protest. I was taken on a short 
taxi ride out of Accra to be shown 
the scene of a ritual murder ... an 
obscene affair in which a Western 
trained doctor and a lawyer had 
taken part. But things like this are 
a violent emanation of what we in 
the West would call morbid neurosis. 
The ordinary citizen of the Gold 
Coast is friendly, dignified, only 
mildly curious about Western ways, 
and calmly confident in the solid 
tribal traditions that have carried 
him and his forebears through 
thousands of years of social organi 
sation. 
And speaking of social organisa 

tion, one can't omit a reference to 
the plethora of royalty that is at 
one and the same time the ornament 
and the social itch of Gold Coast 
society. A complete list of Kings 
and Princes in the Gold Coast 
territory would take at least three 
volumes of Debrett. Not that they 
do not add to the social scene. They 
do. For everywhere you see them, 
clad in colourful mamie-cloths, worn 

Courtyard, Christianborg 
Castle, Accra 

• 

D. and P., Accra 

with the dignity of the Roman toga, 
gayer than the rainbow, nor less 
inventive in patterns and colour 
contrasts than Braque or Dali . . . 
a wonderful slow-moving stream of 
superb colour. 
There are nearly a quarter of a 

million Africans in Accra, splendid 
as peacocks. But they have little 
sense of ... shall be call it backcloth 
effects. Their houses are weather 
beaten shacks and broken down 
bungalows. I don't think the con 
trast is deliberate. But it is certainly 
something you remember. At the 
heart of this shanty-town you find, 
in the middle of the city, some quite 
superb modern blocks ... office 
blocks, showrooms, and a quite 
superb cathedral reminiscent of 
Italian work from the North. 
Cinemas and night clubs are open 
air affairs. The weather sees to that. 
Of course, the beaches, with their 

fringing lines of superb palms, are 
lovelier than anything you could 
dream up. 
And there's malaria, which is 

being got-under. Not that all of the 
historic and picturesque past of 
Accra is something to be happy 
about. There are castles built by the 
Swedes, and there are grim prisons 
built to house the slaves that were 
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exported in chains from the Gold 
Coast to the West Indies ... They 
are picturesque from the outside. I 
wouldn't permit myself to go inside 
and see the gyves that have more 
stories to tell than I have. 

Accra is a town where there is no 
silence. From near or far-away you 
hear the drums throbbing, throbbing 
with a beat whose subtle alternations 
escape the Western ear ... the 
voice of a paganism that neither the 
coming of Islam nor Christianity has 
been able to silence. From a modest 
Minaret, the Imam calls the Faithful 
to prayer. The monastic priest 
makes his pastoral round. But 
behind it all you hear the heart-beat 
of Africa ... the ecstasy, the frenzy, 
the self-intoxication of a race that 
knows its own mind, that believes in 
demonology, that has secrets that 
it never reveals. That is the voice 
of Accra. 

But I hadn't come to listen to 
voices. I had come to take pictures. 
And I got them. My Rolliecord V 
(whose square format proved ideal 
for taking travel pictures ... in 

The Mamie-cloth Market 

• 

Labadi Beach, Accra 

black and white and colour) did me 
proud. The light in the Gold Coast 
is superb. Almost anywhere one 
looked there was a perfect subject ... 
a fascinating and dramatic composi 
tion that needed no posing. Light 
was light, and shadows gave (without 
any effort) the perfect dramatic 
depth and contrast. An exposure 
meter was, from time to time, a 
"must" . . . Depending on the 
subject, of course, I found the 
happy medium by exposing for the 
shadow areas, and using a fast Pan 
film such as Ilford HP3. By setting 
the shutter for a fairly fast exposure 
I found that I got good consistent 
negatives, with no loss of grain. 
Developing my negatives in water 
temperatures of 85° seemed a bit 
risky until I tried the Kodak Tropical 
Hardener followed by Kodak's 
Microdot Developer. This combina 
tion allowed me to process my films 
in water temperatures up to 95", and 
with excellent results. In a tropical 
country such as the Gold Coast, 
where the relative humidity reaches 
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as high as 80 , this moisture pene 
trates lens elements and shutter 
mechanisms, causing irreparable 
damage. A simple and effective way 
to protect your camera, is to buy an 
airtight neoprene plastic bag, place 
in this bag a small packet of selica 
gel; and keep your camera and 
other optical equipment in it when 
not in use. The Gold Coast is only 
ten hours by air from Johannesburg 
and offers the camera enthusiast an 
unusual country with unlimited 
photographic adventures. 

One day I shall return to the 
tropic magic of the Gold Coast; 
with an armful of cameras and a 
lorry load of film! 

Old Slave Prison, Accra 

ANNOUNCING 
THE NEW DEVELOPER DE LUXE 

For Bromide, Chlorobromide & Contact Papers 

" 3 2 I 
(Three to One) 

In convenient packing to make 20 oz Stock Solution-SO oz Working Solution 

ONLY 3/- 

" 

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED 

CAMERA HOUSE (PTY.) LTD 

206 JEPPE ST. JOHANNESBURG 
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PRINT 

CRITICISM 

By Fred C. Harris, F.R.P.S. 

Reflection Reflected 

I HA YE received a letter from a 
reader who tells me he is a real 

amateur who knows nothing. He 
asks if I could tell him whether his 
prints show signs of camera shake, 
or whether the wrong paper has 
been used, or whether his enlarger 
appears to be faulty. He then 
encloses three prints, two of which 
are of the best technical quality I 
have seen since this magazine 
started. How nice it would be if 
only some of our advanced workers 
could produce such clean prints. 
One of Mr. A. Roos's prints is 
REFLECTION REFLECTED and 
it is a model of good photographic 
technique. Unfortunately there was 
an awful lot of dust in the camera, 
but Mr. Roos has made valiant 
efforts to spot the print. The level 
of one's criticism is controlled by 
the standard of the print being 
criticised. When the standard is 
high I feel that the criticism must 
also be meticulous, and I do not 
think I am being hypercritical when 
I say that I have been wondering 
whether a slightly softer paper 
might have given just a little detail 
in the shadow of the jug on the wall, 
providing the juicy blacks could be 
retained. You may be surprised 
that I appear to be in two minds on 
this point, and the reason is that I 
am wondering whether to view this 
from the technical angle or through 
the eye of the pictorialist. This 
probably needs more explanation, 

A Roos for the purist will say that the 
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Portrait A. C. J. Oakes 

detail should be the same. I think 
not. Purely from the point of view 
of a technical essay, there should 
definitely be some detail in that 
shadow, however slight. But from 
the pictorial point of view it is not 
so necessary for when looking at 
the original one's eyes are so affected 
by the brilliance of the reflected 
surface that it would not be possible 
to notice details in the shadows. 

So far I have dealt only with the 
technical angle and have had nothing 
but praise. [ am not so happy, 
however, from the pictorial view 
point. Firstly, the reflection is far 
too sharp and worrying to serve any 
purpose and should be trimmed off 
almost completely. The brick wall 
is also too worrying and should be 
thrown a little more out of focus; 
this could be effected by placing 
the objects a little further from the 
wall and also by opening the lens 
aperture more so as to increase the 
effect of the differential focusing. 
The grouping on the left could be 
improved. The two small objects 
should not be isolated, and it would 
be much better had they overlapped 
or alternatively, if the smaller 
object had been laid down so as to 
form a contact between the jug and 
cup. Get a book on composition, 
Mr. Roos, and lose no opportunity 
for studying good art, and when 
you are able to couple some know 
ledge along these lines with your 
present technical ability we shall be 
seeing some fine work. 

PORTRAIT, by A. C. J. Oakes, is 
a charming child study. It is, of 
course, a posed portrait, but the 
child has co-operated very well 
indeed, and the result is by no means 
hard and set. The lighting is soft 
and has produced no really hard 
shadows. I feel that those under 
the eyes could have been lightened 

slightly. The flesh tones have been 
very well rendered indeed, and the 
eyes and lips have retained a merry 
twinkle which is so obviously 
present in the original. The hair 
lighting is well done, and the back 
ground is just the right tone to show 
it up to full advantage. But the 
clothing worries me somewhat. I 
know quite well that girls will be 
girls and that one cannot therefore 
expect their clothing to be without 
crease, but I do think that the 
bulging front of the dress coupled 
with the crumpled straps, is a 
definite drawback. Perhaps the 
fault is accentuated by the beautiful 
softness of the lighting on the face 
and hair. By comparison the dress 
has a much greater range of contrast 

and has a larger area of white than 
elsewhere. I think it would be a 
definite improvement if this white 
area were shaded down somewhat, 
though retaining as much whiteness 
in the collar as possible. Only trial 
and error will show to what extent 
this can be done, and the measure 
of success it will achieve. 
The child study we have just dis 

cussed was posed and premeditated. 
Attention was paid to lighting and 
arrangement, and the object in view 
was to produce a formal portrait. 
THE A.B.C. OF CONCENTRA 
TION by H. R. Lawley is, however, 
in an entirely different category. 
Mr. Lawley returned home one day 
and found his grandson sat on the 
floor engrossed in English literature 
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Tne A.B.C. of Concentration 

and fortunately in a place which was 
well lit from a window. The oppor 
tunity was seized and here is the 
result, and I think all will agree 
that it is one which will find a place 
in the family album for many years 
to come. It is extremely difficult to 
comment on the pre-negative stage 
for the author had to accept what 
good fortune had put in front of 
him, and I do not think he could 
have improved on what he did. The 
print quality is also good in so far 
as the figure is concerned, but I do 
not like the extreme contrast of the 
remainder. A slight shading down 
of the book would, I am sure, 
concentrate more interest on the 
child himself. At the other end of 
the scale I am not happy about the 
complete blackness of the two upper 
corners. This background must not, 
of course, under any circumstances 
contain any light spots or patches, 
but I do think a general lightening 

H. R. Lawley of the tone would assist greatly. 
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Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (Chairman) 
4 Turn berry A venue, 
East London. 

I HA VE come to the conclusion that anything "photo 
graphic" brings out the worst in a Customs Official, 

and if in recent months I show signs of premature ageing 
then you will readily understand the difficulties that 
confront one in trying to get a "Print Collection" 
through the Customs. One would imagine that a 
photograph is just an ordinary everyday item; in fact 
I used to believe that too, but a photograph for Customs' 
purposes must come under a certain section. Mounted 
and unmounted photographs are assessed differently. 
Also duty varies as to whether the final photograph is an 
enlargement or a straight print. Why the worker of 
a 35 mm. should be penalised, while the professional 
who uses a 10 x 8 film should come in for special favour, 
is beyond my comprehension; and when I pointed 
out that some of the larger photographs were contact 
prints from Paper Negatives, I was accused of trying 
to pull a "fast one." As for Bromoil, that was obviously 
painting, and should be assessed under a different 
section. In any case, although the author of the 
photographs had declared them as "of no commercial 
value," he had still insured them for a substantial sum, 
and how could I explain this satisfactorily? . . . There 
are occasions when a Photographer's lot is not a happy 
one! 

The present collections of Ann- Marie Gripman, 
Francis Wu and Arthur M. Underwood have now been 
circulated throughout the Union, and as soon as Cus 
toms formalities can be completed, those that have 
not yet been circulated in the Rhodesias will be pro 
ceeding there. Unfortunately two print collections to 
and from the Rhodesias encountered Customs "Hold-up," 
and for many months they were lost to the world. 
(This, too, increased my apparent age.) However, it is 
hoped that, Customs permitting, the circuits will be 
continuous in the Rhodesias .as they have been here in 
the Union. 
Photographic Clubs in the Transvaal will be sorry to 

learn that Dr. E. A. Zeiss, of Germiston, has had to 
give up his appointment as Regional Representative of 
the Prints Collection Committee, owing to pressure of 
work. Dr. Zeiss has been Regional Representative ever 

since these print collections were inaugurated, and was 
responsible for organising the circuits in the Transvaal. 
The efficient manner in which he effected the distribu 
tions and the personal interest he took in those clubs 
under his wing, is testimony to the conscientious way in 
which he undertook his responsibilities, and all affected 
clubs will join me in conveying to Dr. Zeiss our sincere 
thanks for a job well done. 
The new collections will be available to organisational 

members in October, and a full announcement con 
cerning them will appear in that month's Journal. It 
is hoped, too, that particulars will also be available 
of a Salon colour slide collection, so that in the coming 
year we can look forward to Salon colour slides, an 
illustrated slide lecture and photographs by Margaret 
Harker, and a collection of photographs by G. L. 
Hawkins. With all this already here for your enjoy 
ment, photographic clubs can start planning their new 
year's programme. Something to suit all tastes. And 
how easy it is for the Committees! Three of their 
monthly meetings already catered for. 1t 's as easy 
as that. 
Recently I mentioned in these columns the number 

of school Photographic Societies that were being formed, 
and I am pleased to say that many of them are now 
members of P.S.S.A. I wrote a few notes about the 
Selborne School Camera Club and have since learned 
that Michaelhouse Camera Club and Kingswood 
College Camera Club are now organisational members. 
Dai Wallace of Grahamstown seems to have the interests 
of the Kingswood College Camera Club at heart, for 
not only has he given them five talks on photography, 
but has combined these with practical demonstrations 
on film developing, enlarging and on simple lighting 
for portraiture. The lads themselves are very keen 
indeed, and are planning an exhibition at the College of 
their member's work. This is being augmented by the 
Francis Wu collection and the exhibition is expected 
to run for three days. Incidentally, [ did hear of a 
Photographic Society in a girls' school in Queens town. 
I wonder how many school Photographic Societies exist 
and how many of them are in girls' schools? 
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The Underwood collection had a very successful 
showing in the Kingwilliarnstown museum. It is a 
surprising thing that it is in these smaller centres that 
the public are so keen to patronise their local camera 
club, or perhaps it is in these smaller centres that the 
clubs go out of their way to stimulate photographic 
interest among their fellow citizens? 

The accompanying photograph shows Stanley Gim 
mingham, the President of the King Camera Club, 
admiring the Underwood prints. With him is Mrs. M. 
Brunette, an energetic member of the club. Stanley 
Gimmingham 's pose seems to have been inspired by 
the figure in the picture "The Lost Horizon," immediately 
behind him! 

FIXO-TEST 

A scientific test for Fixers 

Save Fixer 
and be su1·e of youi 

p1·ints 

From your dealer or from "U go", 
Worcester 

DON'T EXPOSE 
YOURSELF TO LOSS 

FOR 

.. A.II llisks Insu1·anee 
OF CAMERAS, PROJECTORS 

AND EQUIPMENT 

Consult: 

THE SEA 
INSURANCE Co. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 1214 Bulawayo 
P.O. Box 3088 Cape Town 
P.O. Box 2542 Durban 
P.O. Box 6932 Johannesburg 
P.O. Box 448 Port Elizabeth 
P.O. Box 2371 Salisbury 
5, Pontings Arcade, Nelspruit 
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For the finest CINE EQUIPMENT 

THE MSR PROJECTOR 
a revolutionary new design 
that gives astonishingly 
clear, bright pictures. 
Operates on AC or DC 
110-250 volts. Complete 
with all accessories and 
carrying case it weighs 
only 17½lbs. 
Price £87 .10.0. 

TR,.DE ENQUIRIES: 

choose 

you, I I never regret it 

A. LALIEU & CO. PTY, LTD. 

THE B-8 CINE 
CAMERA 

with Twin Turret for 
instant change from nor 
mal to telephoto lens, or 
from normal to wide 
angle lens. Complete 
with zoom viewfinder, 
strap, cable release and 
leather carrying case. 
From £66.0.0. 

P.O. BOX 8245, JOHANNESBURG, 

"Twins"-a recent photograph by Miss Sara 
Buyskes, A.R.P.S. 
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50 Years of Professional 
Photog1·aphy 
MISS SARA BUYSKES, A.R.P.S., 

of Johannesburg 

JUST 70 years ago as the pioneers Eloff, Johann Rissik, 
Joubert, de Villiers and others were concerned with 

the Randjeslaagte farm survey, and proclaiming the 
name Johannesburg, Sara was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Buyskes in the Cape-one of their family of ten. Mr. 
Buyskes was a noted personality and drove the first 
mail coach from Wellington, in the days before the 
Kimberley diamonds were discovered, and he saved 
many a life during the great flood at Victoria West. 

Before Sara came of age, she showed an interest in 
photography and entered the Developing and Printing 
trade as an apprentice. So apt was she with her new 
work, that within fourteen days she had taken over the 
dark-room with a friend, and her career as a Professional 
Photographer had started. 

She quickly learned studio work by diligently watching 
her seniors, and her first chance came one day when 
four nurses entered the studio and insisted that the 
lady take their photographs. The bewildered manager 
and other menfolk were soon ushered from the studio 
and Miss Buyskes hid her nervousness behind the dark 
cloth, as the nurses changed into pyjamas, and she 
made her very first exposure. 
During the 1931 depression, she ventured forth on 

her own and with the help of her younger sister, Maud, 
built up her studio in the same spot as it is to-day. 
She soon began to take an interest in exhibition work 
with her first salon success in 1933. 
At least 500 acceptances at International Salons with 

the best part of 100 pictures is the achievement of few 
South Africans, but Miss Buyskes has been actively 
engaged in exhibition work without a break since she 
started. She has sent her pictures far and wide and 
has won numerous plaques and medals, which now 
rest between cotton-wool in old cigarette boxes. Her 
first International medal was from Lucero in 1935 
and her most recent major success was the Turin Gold 
Medal in J 952 and again in 1953, but her most coveted 
award was at the 1948 "Queen Wilhelmina Jubilee Focus 
Salon;" 

She represented South Africa, by special invitation, 
at an International women's photographic exhibition 
in 1954, and from this grew the nucleus of a collection 
from women photographers of South Africa which 
will be handed over to P.S.S.A. when completed. 
I called in at the studio recently for a chat and she 

produced a warm human photo of proud parents with 
their twin sons, which she was getting ready for a forth 
coming exhibition. This picture epitomises her own 
warm and friendly personality. 
The sun was streaming through the fanlights in the 

roof of her studio but electricians had recently installed 
fluorescent tubes, and her darkroom, too, has undergone 
changes. On the floor lay box after box full of pictures 
covered with colourful salon labels. They bear evidence 
of her enthusiasm and effort of fifty years of professional 
photography and South Africa ·s leading woman salon 
exhibitor. 

A proud record, Sara! We congratulate you on your 
70th birthday and on the completion of a half century 
of professional photography. 

A. D. Be11sL1Sa11. 
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Mr. G. L. Hawkins, who 
is to be one of the Selectors 
of the First P.S.S.A. Inter 
national Salon of Photo 
graphy, is due to~ arrive in 
Cape Town on the 27th 
September and the itinerary 
of his visit is given on the 
opposite page 

Ren1e1nber 

There are but ten days left before your prints for the P.S.S.A. Salon 
are to reach Cape Town ... and a little less than two months before con 

gress. Go To It ! 
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Final Itine1·a1·y for G. L. Ha,vkius Visit 

All P.S.S.A. Clubs and members should contact the local Club organiser (name 
and address in brackets) for any details, such as time and place of lecture and 

local entertainments during Mr. Hawkins' visit. 

A. D. BENSUSAN, Chairman, 
Overseas Visitors Committee. 

September, 1956. 
Thursday, 27th. 
Friday, 28th. 
Saturday, 29th. 
Sunday, 30th. 

October, 1956. 
Monday, 1st. 
Tuesday, 2nd. 
Wednesday, 3rd. 
Thursday, 4th. 
Friday, 5th. 
Saturday, 6th. 
Sunday, 7th. 
Monday, 8th. 
Tuesday, 9th. 
Wednesday, 10th. 
Thursday, 11 th. 
Friday, 12th. 
Saturday, 13th. 
Sunday, 14th. 
Monday, 15th. 
Tuesday, 16th. 
Wednesday, 17th. 
Thursday, 18th. 
Friday, 19th. 
Saturday, 20th. 
Sunday, 21st. 
Monday, 22nd. 
Tuesday, 23rd. 
Wednesday, 24th. 
Thursday, 25th. 
Friday, 26th. 
Saturday, 27th. 
Sunday, 28th. 
Monday, 29th. 
Tuesday, 30th. 
Wednesday, 31 st. 
ovember, 1956. 

Thursday, 1st. 
Friday, 2nd. 
Saturday, 3rd. 
Sunday, 4th. 
Monday, 5th. 
Tuesday, 6th. 
Wednesday, 7th. 
Thursday, 8th. 
Friday, 9th. 
Saturday, 10th. 
Sunday, 11 th. 
Monday, 12th. 
Saturday, 17th. 
Tuesday, 20th. 
Thursday, 22nd. 

Arrive Cape Town-"Arundel Castle." 
Sightseeing. 
Adjudicating First P.S.S.A. International Salon. 

Do. 

Sightseeing. 
Sightseeing. 
Talk, Cape Town. (D. Sprenger, Box 2431.) 
Leave for George. 
George. Informal Talk. (A. Goldie, Box 262.) 
Knysna and Oudtshoorn. 
Garden Route. 
Plettenberg Bay. 
Talk, Port Elizabeth. (H. Nichols, P.O. Box 1322.) 
Public Holiday, Katberg. 
Talk, Queenstown. (R. Yerwoerd, P.O. Box 203.) 
Talk, Kingwilliamstown. (Dr. J. Denfield, 4 Turnberry Avenue.) 
Week-end outing, Eastern Province and Transkei. (E. L. Ramsgate.) 

Do. 
Ramsgate. 
Durban. 
Talk, Durban. (L. Bevis, P.O. Box 1594.) 
Sight-seeing, North Coast. 
Cathedral Peak. 
Natal National Park. 
Maseru. 
Local Trip. 
Talk, Bloemfontein. (G. Cousins, P.O. Box 1038.) 
Johannesburg. 
Talk, Germiston. (Dr. E. Zeiss, P.O. Box 222.) 
Talk, Pretoria. (0. Abramowitz, P.O. Box 1065.) 
Afternoon, Yaal River; Evening, Banquet, Vereeniging. (A. Harber, Box 514.) 
Morning, War Dance; Evening, Nelspruit. 
Kruger Park. 
Kruger Park. 
Kruger Park. 

Johannesburg. 
Talk, Johannesburg. (P.S.S.A., P.O. Box 2007.) 
Leave by Air for Bulawayo. Talk, Bulawayo. 
Sightseeing. 
Victoria Falls. 
Livingstone. 
Informal Talk, Livingstone. 
Talk, Lusaka. 
Lunch, Ndola, and Talk, Chingola. 
Lunch, Nkana-Kitwe and car to Luanshya. 
Talk, Luanshya, 
Leave by car for Shiwa-Nganda-Mbeya-Sao Hill-Dodoma-Arusha-Nairobi. 1 

Arrive Nairobi. 
Talk, Nairobi. 
Leave Nairobi by Air. 

All Rhodesian arrangements through J. Chadwick, 18 "L" Avenue, Luanshya, 
N. Rhodesia. 
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this 
modern 
stuff fred c. harris, f .rvp,s, 

Q F course that title indicates how much I despise what is called modern photography. That at least, 
dear reader, is what l imagine you are thinking. That title was chosen deliberately in order to catch the 

eye, for the editor tells me that it is so essential to make articles look attractive. Having read thus far, 
you are probably wondering just what I do feel about modernism. 

Of Tales Untold 

It is impossible to answer that 
question briefly because it all depends 
on what is meant by "modernism" 
especially when applied to photo 
graphy. Fortunately the camera 
cannot photograph a human being 
with one eye in the middle of his 
forehead, or a group of people with 
holes through their tummies as 
Henry Moore apparently sees his 
fellow men. But it is possible for 
the lens, when used pictorially, to 
leave the path of traditional art and 
to record more unusual objects, or 

~ perhaps usual objects from unusual 
angles. 

When I am confronted with such 
a picture I ask myself why the author 
made it. Was he really trying to 
record a pleasing arrangement of 
line or light and shade, or to under 
take an essay in composition, or 
was he merely trying to be clever? 
So often a photographer wishes to 
produce exhibition prints but makes 
no effort to learn even the rudiments 
of art and artistic appreciation. 
Finding, however, that his efforts 
do not meet with approval, he tries 
all sorts of stunts and adopts a pose 
of being above the mere pictorialist. 
This type of person deserves all the 
criticism it is possible to mete out 
to him. But I should be failing in 
my duty as a critic and a judge if I 
were not able to appreciate a modern 
outlook based on sound principles. 
It is essential, however, that the 
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photographer should have studied 
those principles beforehand. As I 
once heard it expressed-one cannot 
be eccentric without knowing where 
the centre is. 

In the print criticism which is a 
regular feature of this magazine, it 
is not the policy of either the Editor 
or myself to include too many 
works by the same author. On the 
other hand, a person who supports 
us by sending a number of prints 
does deserve some recognition of the 
fact. Such a person is Mr. Dal H. 
Wallace, who recently sent a whole 
wagon-load of prints. One or two 
have already been reproduced and 
commented upon in the criticism 
articles, but as there was a fair 
sprinkling of "this modern stuff" in 
his collection, I have extracted four 
of them for this article. 

OF TALES UNTOLD is a print 
of first-class quality, containing 
detail throughout its long range of 
tones. What was the object in 
taking it? I would say it is intended 
to show opposing line directions and 
contrasting lighting. I think the 
line pattern is a little too much in 
one direction and Jacks a strong 
counter falling slightly from left to 
right. The dark iron fastener 
merely repeats and accentuates the 
upward trend to the right and is not 
helpful in this respect. I would also 
have been happier had the verticals 
been retained. The contrasting 
tones have been well done, though 
a little extra brilliance in the high 
lights might have helped. 

SUBURBAN SAFETY unfortu 
nately lacks the quality of the 
previous print; in fact, it is distinctly 
muddy. One can well see, however, 
the thought that was put into this 
arrangement. Firstly, the flowers form 
a very good dark base to the print, 
and are very pleasing owing to their 
irregular outline and the way in 
which the corners are so well filled. 
The stop sign itself is also well 
positioned and grows naturally (from 
a tone value point of view!) out of 
the plant, although again I do wish 
it had been vertical. The painted 
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sign on the road then forms a very 
good contrast to the pole sign; 
horizontal as against vertical (or 
near-vertical), and white lettering as 
against black. All well thought out 
and well put together. But having 
done all that, what have we got? I 
am sure Mr. Wallace is no more 
satisfied with the result than I am. 
The reason is because we have built 
up a nice frame and have nothing 
to put in it. Imagine the proverbial 
couple o' ducks placed slightly top 
right of the centre of the picture 
space and facing towards the left 
upper edge. Given better quality 
with a good rendering of sunshine 
I think the result might then have 
been really good. It is no use 

18 I 

placing individual objects in pleasing 
positions unless they form a com 
plete design when taken together. 
The purpose of making the next 

print is shown by the title, DESIGN, 
but I feel that a design should not be 
as fussy as this. There is altogether 
too much in this print, and it has 
been made worse by placing the big 
wheel in the centre. Cover the left 
hand two-fifths and you will find 
that the remainder is much more 
pleasing. We now have a definite 
contrast between circular and 
straight. Alternatively, cover the 
right-hand third and the top third 
and we are left with another set of 
interesting contrasts-this time a 
contrast in curves of differing sizes 

Suburban Safety 
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and textures. I do not say that 
either of these trims will produce an 
exhibition print, but I feel that the 
results are less busy and therefore 
more pleasing. 
The last print is called STUDY 

IN COMPOSITION. I am afraid 
I don't like it. There is not enough 
concentration of lights in order to 
form any pattern or chiaroscuro; 
and make no mistake about it that 
the most modern of conceptions 
must show a pleasing massing of 
tonal areas. Again Mr. Wallace has 
used a lot of thought before making 
his exposure. The vertical pipe 
contrasts with the horizontal ones, 
and the bottom left-hand corner is 
neatly filled with a nice curve. All 
very academically correct, but where 
does it lead? Composition is the 
scaffolding on which a picture (or a 
design if you prefer it) should be 
formed, but it is not enough to 
photograph the scaffolding and 
leave it at that. 

I hope I have written enough to 
make you realise that I do not decry 
"this modern stuff." Design and the 
study of surface textures can be very 
pleasing and most rewarding, but 
they must be based on a full appre 
ciation of all those things which go 
to make pictorialism. 

Design 

Study in Composition 

The illustrations are b \' Dai 
H. Wallace · 
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PRECISION and 
ACHIEVEMENT 

This model offers a coupled 
rangefinder for automatic 
focussing. All Leica lenses from 
the wide angle up to I 35 mm 
long focus may be focussed 
accurately in an instant. The 
range of shutter speeds is from 
1/1000 sec. to a full second. 

This model features an 
incredible measuring 

,.J bright-line viewfinder 
coupled with the 5, 9 and 
13.5 cm lenses, rapid 
lever wind, bayonet fitting 
lenses, open back, auto 
matic parallax correction, 
click stop dial, built-in 
selftimer and two flash 
contacts. 

TAEUBER & CORSSEN (PTY.) LTD. 

Cape Town Durban 
Johannesburg Port 

Elizabeth 

Have you tried the 

Ml 
Sylvania's 
miniature 

. new arnazing 
flash bulb? 

OBTAINABLE FROM 

PHOTRA 
P.O. Box 9072 

YOUR 

Agents: 

(Pty.) 

DEALER 

Lttl. 
'Phone 22-3501/2 

JOHANNESBURG 
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It lla11p,~ned to l\le 

AN American Photographic Magazine runs, or used 
to run, a section called "Was my face red." I 

am therefore relating a true experience, which happened 
to me recently, in case it will prove a warning to others. 

I was requested by the local Member of Parliament 
to accompany him and his wife, together with the editor 
of the local newspaper, to a small town approximately 
36 miles away. 

The purpose of the trip being to photograph the 
M.P. together with the local Mayor and other per 
sonalities inspecting a monument and plaque-consisting 
of a pillar of stone, which had been taken from a nearby 
farm-erected to commemorate and mark the spot 
where an old settler wagon road crossed a certain river. 

On arrival at the S)Ot I proceeded to take several 
shots with my Leica, while the editor took a few shots 
with his box Brownie. 

Imagine my horror and concern, when upon my 
arrival home I started to unload my camera, only to 
find that the leader strip had pulled out of the take-up 
spool and that l didn't have a single shot of this historic 
event. 

As these photos were needed urgently for illustrations 
in a brochure, which had to be printed and finished 
within a couple of weeks, it was left to the humble box 
Brownie to bring home the pictures. IS MY FACE 
RED? 

The only explanation that I can find for the leader 
strip pulling out, is that I must have inadvertently 
prevented the rewind knob from turning when I wound 
on the first couple of frames (or thought I was doing so), 
thus pulling it loose. Of course! had I watched if the 
rewind knob was turning, when I was winding on after 
different exposures, l would have been warned. 

"Sadder but wiser Leica Owner." 

Overseas Salon 
Sueeesses 

3rd Belgrade (Yugoslavia), May 1956. 

Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (1 print). 
Sheltered by the Hills. 

Dai Wallace (I print). 
Picanin of the Kraal. 

26th Midland (England), June 1956. 

Pictorial Prints. 
Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (3 prints). 

Of Royal Blood. 
Morning in the Veld. 
The Valley Awakens. 

Rhodes Tremeer, A.R.P.S. (I print). 
The Inscrutable. 

Monochrome Transparencies. 
Denis Sprenger (2 slides). 

Gateway Detail, Marble Arch. 
Empire Mirror, Koopmans-de Wet House. 

Western Salon (England), July 1956. 

Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (1 print). 
Song of Basutoland. 

Rhodes Tremeer, A.R.P.S. (2 prints). 
Living Statue. 
The Interrupted. 

P.S.S.A. MEMBERS 

Hare you paid your subscriptions? 

The address 1s 

P.O. Box 2007 Johannesburg. 

40th Scottish, July 1956. 

Sara Buyskes, A.R.P.S. (1 print). 
Now listen to me. 

Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (I print). 
Granny Dines. 

Rhodes Tremeer, A.R.P.S. (3 prints). 
The Critique. 
The Old Veteran. 
The Reminiscent. 

Salisbury Salon (England), July 1956. 

Colour Slides. 
Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S. (3 slides). 

Africa Adorned. 
On the Banks of the Orange. 
Lost. 
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'rhe HOUSE CAI\IERAS 
PRECISION CAMERAS 
Leica 
Rolleiflex 
Exakta 
Hasselblad 
Zeiss 
Exa 
Canon 
Voigtlander 
Robot 
EXPOSURE METERS 
Weston 
Norwood 
Bewi 
General Electric 
Stereo Cameras 
and Viewers 

f 01· FINE 
MOVIE CAMERAS 8 and 16 
Ben and Howen 
Revere 
Keystone 
Eumig 
PaiHard Bolex 
Zeiss Movikon 
Kodak 

PROJECTORS 8 and 16 Silent and Sound 
Bell and Howell 
Keystone 
Revere 
Nizo 
Kodak Brownie 
Etc. 
Catalogue 011 Request 

ACCESSORIES 
A full range of 
an types of ac 
cessories for the 
amateur and the 
professional 
always in stock. 

linlon Westmoreland (Ply.) lid. 
98 MAIN STREET BOSMAN BUILDING 97b ELOFF St. 

Phone 33-1749 Phone 23-2266 
JOHANNESBURG 

HORNE & PLATO~' (Pty.) Limited 
P.O. Box 4403 Johannesburg 

Importers of good quality Japanese Cameras 
and Optical Goods 

AIRES Y ASIIICAFl"'EX SEKONIC 

VE~PER 

STOCKED BY ALL LEADING PHOTO HOUSES 
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BOTHNERS 
The Mecca of Amateur and Professional Photographers 

LEICA 
THE FINEST SELECTION OF STILL CAMERAS 
CONTAX II CONTESSA IKOFLEX FLEXO 

ROBOT . PLAUBEL . EXACTA . SUPER IKONTA . AGFA-KARAT 
PECO STUDIO CAMERA 4 x 5 

CINE CAMERAS AND PROJECTORS 
PAILLARD-BOLEX . BELL & HOWELL . REVERE . KEYSTONE 

TELEPHOTO AND WIDE ANGLE LENSES 
LEICA SCHNEIDER WOLLENSACK 

for Cine and Still 
STEINHEIL, Etc. 

BEST DEVELOPING AND PRINTING 
Come and discuss your problems and 

let's do a friendly deal 

C. BOTHNER & SONS LTD. 
CAVENDISH CHAMBERS • 183 JEPPE STREET 

Telephone 22-0981 

CAPE TOWN, 
80 St. George's Street, 
Telephone 2-3941. 

JOHANNESBURG 

PORT ELIZABETH, 
112 Main Street, 
P.O. Box 1519. 

P.O. Box 2880 

DURBAN. 
393 Smith Street, 
P.O. Box 2825. 
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J/OUON PlfTUDE O/V/.f/0N 

The ChairIDan Rellloves the Lens Cap 
s INCE my last report muchprogress has taken place. 

If Clubs and individual members feel that progress 
is slow, I would like to point out that a tremendous 
amount of administration is necessary to get the wheels 
of the national organisation running smoothly. The 
results will soon be apparent, and in this connection I 
would like to detail what has been achieved up to date. 
Film Library. Early next year our first programme of 

films will be available to clubs. Please write to Mr. 
Graham Cousins, P.O. Box 1038, Bloemfontein, Chair 
man of the Film Library, who will supply Clubs with all 
the necessary information regarding the programmes, 
both 8mm. and 16mm., and the conditions of hire. 
Every effort has also been made to obtain reduced charge 
for the duplication of films. After much research Mr. 
Cousins is now in the position to handle this matter 
for those desirous of having copies of their films made. 

Customs. As this matter is of such vital importance 
to all Clubs and individual cine enthusiasts, a Memoran 
dum will be submitted to the responsible Minister, within 
the next few weeks, asking for a complete revision of the 
Customs regulations dealing with cine films. As soon 
as a ruling is received "Camera News" will publish the 
results. 

Tape Recorded Lecture Library. Mr. Leslie Peyton, 
CJ o Payne and Peyton, Chancery Lane, Durban, Chair 
man of this Library, has now available for distribution 
to clubs, lectures on numerous cine subjects. Please 
contact him and obtain all details regarding the hire and 
the availability of tapes. 

Contact Men. One of the most important services 
available to members who travel throughout the length 
and breadth of Southern Africa, is a list of names of 
"Contact Men" in all areas. A request to the Hon. 
Secretary, M.P.D., P.O. Box 10163, Johannesburg, will 
bring you the required information. In the very near 
future a directory will be published of all "Contact 
Men", and the names, addresses, dates and venues of 
all member clubs. In this way members will always be 
"at home", no matter where they are. 
Regional Representatives. M.P.D. Regional Represen 

tatives will assist clubs in their area to obtain lecturers 
for clubs meetings. They \\ ill also suggest names of 
judges for Club competitions if desired. Names of 

Regional Representatives and their addresses are: 
S. Rhodesia-Mr. G. Mangin, P.O. Box 2038, Salisbury. 
N. Rhodesia-Mr. A. Hayward, Johnston's Arcade, 

Luanshya. 
N. Transvaal-Mr. L. B. Poole, 249, St Patrick's Road, 

Pretoria. 
S. Transvaal-Mr. L. A. N. Down, 15, 9th Avenue, 

Highlands North, Johannesburg. 
O.F.S.-Mr. G. Cousins, P.O. Box 1038, Bloemfontein. 
Natal-Mr. L. Peyton, c/o Payne and Peyton, Chancery 

Lane, Durban. 
W. Province-Mr. T. Stafford Smith, P.O. Box 1150, 

Cape Town. 
E. Province-Mr. R. Tibbs, P.O. Box 252, Uitenhage. 
Border-Mr. F. H. Matthews, "The Cameo," 33a Currie 

Street, East London. 
It is hoped that through the medium of our Motion 

Picture Division it will be possible to create a greater 
interest in movies, and a better understanding of the art 
and science of movie making. By the participation in 
the activities and the use of the available services, not 
only will you establish many valuable friendships, but 
you will also gain the maximum benefits from member 
ship of P.S.S.A. 

Julius Sergay. 
Chairman, M.P,D. 

Entry Forms 
for 

The Film Festival 
m 

Cape Town 
during November, are 
Printer's hands and will 

shortly 

111 the 
reach you 
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Report on Visit to Nairobi and Salisbury 
DURING July I had occasion to visit Kenya. A 

letter was sent by the Chairman of the M.P.D. to 
the Photographic Society of Kenya who are members 
of the P.S.S.A. of my impending visit and an offer to 
show films and discuss matters of mutual interest. 
A reply was received that the Cine Section had in fact 
started their own Society known as "The Kenya Cine 
matographic Society". This new Society was not a mem 
ber of the P.S.S.A. and it appeared to be a good oppor 
tunity to show the flag. Arrangements were made and 
in due course at a meeting on the J 7th July I addressed 
the club and showed two films which I had taken with 
me. There were a large number of members present 
and also, as a guest and potential member, the South 
African Trade Commissioner in East Africa. The talk 
and films were very well received and J was informed that 
the Society would become members of the P.S.S.A. 

Unfortunately I was uncertain as to my date of arrival 

in Salisbury so could not arrange anything definite. 

However on reaching Salisbury I phoned Jeff; Mangin, 
the President of the Mashonaland Photographic Society 
and a keen member of P.S.S.A. We had a session lasting 
about three hours. Our discussion was most interesting 
and informative. Jeff was very disappointed that I did 
not let him know in time so that the club could have put 
on a public showing of the films I had with me. It appears 
that public shows of amateur films are very popular and 
well supported in Salisbury. He asked me to mention 
that any P.S.S.Aer coming to Salisbury and having good 
amateur films, particularly prize-winning films, would 
assist them and the P.S.S.A. if they brought their films 
for public showing. They have no censorship problems 
no entertainment tax and by means of such shows they 
are prepared to raise funds for the P.S.S.A. film library. 

L. M. Sher. 

Fil Ill Festival 
Amateur Cine Club, Johannesburg. P.O. Box 11180. 

Johannesburg Photographic and Cine Society. P.O. Box 7024. 

Some News of the Films to be exhibited at the University Great Hall from 17th to 22nd September, 1956. 

1. "Drakensburg Gardens" 
Mr. E. R. Thorp, the producer, is the Curator of the 

Durban Botanical Gardens and a member of the Durban 
Amateur Cine Club. The artistic manner in which 
Mr. Thorp has brought out the beauty and majesty of 
the famous mountains in this area will delight the 
hearts of all who see this film. 
2. "Trio" 
This is the story of Huberta-the wandering Hippo; 

Jumbo the aggressive Elephant; and Bokkie, the young 
Impala, who found his end in lion country-a really 
good example of building up dramatic effects produced 
by Mr. M. J. Kallin, who deserves acclaim for this 
excellent and novel presentation of the Kruger National 
Park. 
3. "Pots of Fun" 
For his theme, Mr. B. T. Smith has chosen the age-old 

fact that a child is just as happy playing with an old tin 
can, in this case pots and pans, as he is playing with 
the most expensive toys. You will not forget the 
lovable star, "David," and his young brother and their 
antics in this delightful Christmas story. 

4. "Kalk Bay" 
An excellent documentary of this well-known town 

in the Cape, with those unforgettable shots of the Malay 
fishermen and their catches, brought to us by Mr. 
G. Stoch in his usual brilliant technique and absorbing 
manner. 
5. "City of Wax" 
Most people who have seen this film have wondered 

what it cost the producer in the way of Bee-stings. Mr. 
Ray Tibbs, who lives in Uitenhage, tells us that sur 
prisingly enough he was only stung once, and that was 
while mowing the lawn. The film shows us the minutest 
details of bee life and their habits, and will hold your 
interest from beginning to end. 
6. "Symphony of a City" 
Johannesburg's moods and interesting personalities 

which form part of the hum-drum life of the City are 
passed by daily, mostly without even a passing glance 
or thought-but Messrs. F. Parkinson and J. Gordon, 
the producers of this film, have captured this unusual 
aspect of our city; this is a film you cannot afford to 
miss. 
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7. "In Sound of Bow Bells" 
From South Africa to England is a far cry, but this 

time Mr. B. T. Smith has produced a novel and 
fascinating film of London; those of you who have 
visited this city will wonder where Mr. Smith found 
all the unusual subjects which he has so skilfully tied 
together to make this entertaining film. 

8. · "This is the Sea" 
As the tide recedes the ever changing and sometimes 

grotesque features of the rocky pools are exposed, for 
all to see. Mrs. B. Swann discovered this, and presents 
in her own inimitable way and with commendable 
clearness, this story of intimate life in the rocky pools. 

9. ''N'Kwaleni Valley" 
In the hot, moist valleys of Natal, sugar cane grows 

everywhere-but Mr. Arland Ussher presents this 
picture of one aspect of our S.A. Sugar Industry as 
only he can do-the dramatic shots of the ripe cane 
being fired are most awe-inspiring. 

10. "Spinning Wheels" 
The Kruger National Park is a happy hunting ground 

for everyone with a camera. Mr. Will Alexander, the 
producer of this film, twisted the tail of this story. 
Our bored hero eventually finds the Kruger Park a 
little too tough for his liking. 

11. "Tossa" 
Seldom is a film of an unusual place so well presented 

Tossa is a Spanish fishing village on the Costa Brava, 
and Mr. M. J. Kallin has captured the unspoiled beauty 
of this town and the unchanging life of these simple 
fisherfolk. 

12. "Tiger and the Tub" 
Beads and string, ingenuity and all the patience that 

only people of Mr. B. T. Smith's calibre can possibly 
find, has brought to us all a lovely and enjoyable lesson 
in the difficult art of table top photography. 

13. "Silken Threads" 
One evening Mr. Frank Abernethy noticed the 

thousands of silkworm eggs his daughter, Moira, was 
carefully inspecting, and so was born the idea of a 
story depicting the life of a silkworm-and after many 
patient days and weeks of photographing, "The Aber 
nethy Family" can now proudly present this delightful 
film. 

14. "Continental Canvas" 
One of the most spectacular mountain regions in the 

world is that known as the Dolomites, a part of the 
Alpine range, around which Mr. Arland Ussher has 
shot this film. Hitler's mountain home above Berchtes 
garden is shown in this film, and these shots can never 
be repeated as this famous retreat has now been com 
pletely destroyed. 

15. "Age shall not weary them" 
The late J. J. Wedderburn before he recently joined 

his fallen comrades, revisited the battlefields of Flanders, 
where he received his blooding in the arts of war; and 
relived those grim and bloody days, and as memories 
came crowding in-he tells for all to know, of the terror, 
the horror of forty years ago, of Hill 60, Zillebeke, 
Verbrandenmoelin and Ypres. 
No more fitting tribute could be paid than to record 

he closing words of his commentary : 

. at the going down of the sun 
And in the morning, 

We will remember them." 

Booking at-"Show Service," 
African City Buildings, 

100 Eloff Street, 
Johannesburg. 

P.S.S.A. INSIGNIA 

BLAZER BADGES, in Braided Wire 65/- 
TIES (Small Crest Repeated on Maroon or 

Royal Blue-Optional) 13/6 
MEMBERSHIP CARD WALLETS 3/9 

Nat ~owan's or Teehnieo 
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ROUND THE CLUBS 

ALBANY PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

THERE was a very good turn out of members and 
visitors at the monthly meeting of the Society 

held in the M.O.T.H. Hall, High Street, Grahamstown, 
on Tuesday evening, August 14th, 1956. 

Photo by Gerry Wafters. 

Our Secretary, Dai Wallace, in action at a recent club 
outing. Congratulations, Dai, on winning the Louis 
Pretorius "Appreciation Trophy" for "African" portraiture 
for 1956. 

Mr. Rex Butler, the chairman, opened the meeting 
by saying how pleased he was to see so many present, 
after which he announced question time. Several 
members took advantage of this opportunity to find 
solutions to their various problems and there were 
interesting discussions on the following :-The prevention 
of condensation forming on projector and enlarger 
lenses; how to prevent bluish-green stains when using 
ferricyanide to remove blemishes on prints; the causes 
of scratches on negatives. 

A critique of the entries for the Louis Pretorius 
"Appreciation Trophy" for "African" Portraiture, by 
Dr. Joseph Denfield, A.R.P.S., of East London, who 
had kindly judged this competition, was then read by 
Mr. Butler. Each print was displayed in turn on an 
easel while the criticisms were being read and these 
proved to be most interesting and constructive. Dr. 
Denfield is an expert on Native photography having 
had acceptances in major salons of photography all 
over the world. The Society is most grateful to him 
for giving up so much of his valuable time to judge this 
competition and type out the criticisms which he himself 
described as a labour of love. Four prints were selected 
for further study before the final placings were decided 
upon and Dr. Denfield wrote that if a little more control 
had been used on some of the prints the final results 
might have been quite different. The results were as 
follows :-lst, Mr. Dai Wallace, 2nd Mr. Jack Duffield, 
and the third place was shared by Mr. Gerry Walters 
and Mr. Aubrey Baines. 
Mrs. Roy Ehman presented the trophy to Mr. Dai 

Wallace, who proved a most popular winner. 
All the entries for this competition were prominently 

displayed along the one wall and during tea-time, which 
followed, were closely examined by all present. 

An outing to Mr. Jack Duffield 's farm, "Upper 
Gletwyn," which was held on a Saturday afternoon 
since the last monthly meeting, was very well supported 
and for once there was no shortage of transport. A 
very happy and enioyable afternoon was had by all and 
ended with refreshments being eaten on the lawn in 
front of the farmhouse. The main purpose of this 
outing was the photographing of Africans for the forth 
coming competition and Mr. Duffield had kindly 
arranged for some of his boys to dress-up for the 
occasion. Many. of the results of this afternoon were 
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to be seen on Tuesday evening; the 2nd and 3rd places 
being taken by pictures shot at this outing. 

Aubrey D. Baines, 
Hon. Treas. and Publicity Officer. 

AMATEUR CINE CLUB-JOHANNESBURG 

Address: P.O. Box 11180 Johannesburg. 
Meetings: 2nd Monday Monthly-A.T.K.V. Hall. 
Secretary: Telephone 22-0494 (Office). 

, , LOOK before you leap" is the subject and title 
for the 1957 group competition. This competi 

tion is unusual in that it is only open to the different 
organised "rival groups" within the Club and is judged 
by the members on popular appeal in April each year. 
This idea of setting only a title has proved popular and 
is a great test of ingenuity on the part of the groups. 
Talking of competitions, most of the programmes for 

the next few months will be popular as the entries for 
the club competitions will now be viewed by the members 
for general rating-a system which has worked very 
well as it enables the council to weed out films before 
the final judging. 
Incidentally too, entries for the "Bob Pollak" trophy 

which is open to any bona fide member of any Cine 
Club in Southern Africa closes about the end of Novem 
ber-so if you have a film in colour which deals with 
South African insects, fish, animals or birds-wild or 
domesticated, why not send it in as an entry for this 
magnificent trophy. 

CAPE CINE CLUB 

THE Club"s well-attended August meeting was both 
interesting and instructive. 

The second practical demonstration on the Club ·s 
"Filming Technique" was given by Mr. L. Gordon, the 
topic being the choice and use of the tripod and other 
camera-steadying devices. It proved most enlightening, 
and it is hoped his able demonstration will lead to 
steadier films from those members who have hitherto 
proved "tripod shy." 

"Jacaranda Time," Mr. M. Ward's 16mm. film, was 
then screened. It was Pretoria, gay and colourful, with 

all the trimmings and excitement of gala time. The 
crowning of the Jacaranda Queen against the background 
of the Union Buildings was one of the highlights of the 
film. 
The Club encourages members to use their cameras 

constructively by arranging Club assignments on a 
competitive basis. The second in this series, the filming 
of the escapades of a child sent to post a letter, resulted 
in the screening of six films by comparative newcomers 
to the hobby. A wide range of ideas was used by the 
competitors, and in one film the acting was delightfully 
natural and polished. Continuity, tempo and camera 
angles were on the whole good. 
After screening each film, the judges' report on it was 

read, and this proved most helpful to competitor and 
audience alike. 
The awards were as follows: 1st, Miss Ioline Burton; 

2nd, Mrs. Mabel Chater ; 3rd, Mr. Bill Crawford. 

-R. C. T. Young. 

CAPE TOWN PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
STILL SECTIO 

W-EDNESDA Y, 8th, saw a bumper turn-out of 
members, 95 being present to hear a most in 

teresting talk by Mr. J. Allan Cash, F.R.P.S., F.I.B.P., 
who illustrated his discourse with a selection of excellent 
slides, both monochrome and colour, of various scenes 
and places of interest which he has taken for the numerous 
travel publications he arranges. 

Our usual monthly print competition was for Docu 
mentary and Photo-Journalism and Child Studies, with 
a total of 35 entries. The criticisms were by Mr. J. 
Allan Cash and Mr. H. R. Lawley. 
During the evening we were pleased to have a visit 

from Mr. Harber of the Vereniging Photographic 
Society. 

On Saturday, 11 th, our usual monthly Field Day was 
held at Table Bay Docks, always of great interest and 
photographic possibilities, particularly the Victoria 
Basin with its varied craft from ocean liners to fishing 
boats. The afternoon had a pleasant ending when we 
enjoyed a tasty tea party at the nearby Somerset Hospital, 
where one of our most active lady members, Miss M. 
Steveni, is a nursing sister. 
Wednesday, 15th, competition was for trade-processed 

colour transparencies, which was well supported. 
After the tea interval we had a series of Mounting 
demonstrations. Mr. Eric Vertue, A.R.P.S., showed us 
how simple it is to do cut-out mounts; Mr. John Oakes 
prefers rubber solution and showed us his method. 
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Mr. Fred Gilchrist, with his home-made dry mounting 
press demonstrated the ease and perfection of this 
method : of particular interest was the way he arranged 
a patchwork jigsaw of dry mounting tissue on the back 
of the print and produced a perfect job. 
In the absence of our Chairman, Mr. Eric Vertue 

ably conducted the meeting of 52 members and friends. 

-J. R. Hagens. 

CINEMATOGRAPHf C SECTION 

THE meeting of the 25th July was devoted to 8 mm. 
workers. 1t was commenced by the Stephenson 

family showing a delightful film, "Pets Corner," followed 
by Mr. R. R. Rawkins' film, "Following the Game 
Trails." After the tea interval, Mr. R. C. H. Page 
showed two films, "Three Ports of Call" and "In the 
Wake of the Dhows." Each member had had a re 
corded tape accompaniment to their films. Three tape 
recorders at one meeting-surely a record! 

On the 1st August, Mr. B. Fisher of M.G.M. gave 
a very interesting talk on the new 55mm. Cinemascope; 
after which Captain Hughes screened his 16 mm. film 
"African Journey." In the second half of the pro 
gramme we were entertained by the Shell Company's 
film, "Mille Miglia 1953," which depicted the great 
Italian Road Race. 

-L. Gordon. 

UITENHAGE CAMERA CLUB 

August Meeting. 
Mr. John Champion, F.R.P.S., F.R.S.A., was the 

speaker at the August meeting. His most delightful 
talk, "My Way with a Miniature," was highly appre 
ciated by the best attended meeting of the Club since 
its inception. 
The wonderful work being done by Mr. Champion 

is known throughout the country, notably his child 
studies. Members expressed open admiration of the 
examples shown by the champion, and many members 
left the meeting at the end, deep in contemplation and 
with renewed interest and determination to endeavour to 
succeed. 
After tea, Mr. Champion judged the prints in the 

open and set competitions. He commented on the 
excellent technical perfection of the prints, but stressed 
that subject matter and composition were perhaps 
Jacking. 
Jack Robinson won the open section with a beautiful 

seascape. The set subject was "High Key" and was 
won by Bob Klem. Rodney Dare 's two prints, a 

study of rowing boats and a landscape, were highly 
commended. 
Club News. 

Several new members were welcomed to the Club : 
they were Dr. Fred Visser, Mr. Shen Rogers, Mr. F. K. 
Shone, Mr. Benny Joubert, Mr. Fraiegari. 
We were pleased to see Mr. B. M. Saayman and Mr. 

Howell back with us after a long absence. We are very 
sorry to hear that Pete Peterson is going to the U .S.A. 
for good, and we wish him and his family the best of 
luck. 
There are quite a few colour enthusiasts in the Club 

at the moment. We will soon be able to organise 
competitions. 
The Club is pleased to announce that Rhodes Tremeer, 

A.R.P.S., F.R.S.A., has been accepted as a country 
member, and we feel indeed honoured to be associated 
with this fine South African Photographer. 

R. C. Klem. 
Hon. Sec. 

VEREENIGING PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

THE newly formed cine section is working on a 
group film which it is hoped will be screened in 

the near future. Details are still in the hands of the 
organisers who refuse to disclose details at this stage. 
A very good audience attended the meeting on 

7th August. Mr. Nat Cowan was the guest speaker 
and the Ann-Marie Gripman portfolio was on view and 
attracted much attention. 
The Society has arranged an outing to the Kruger 

National Park for the first week-end in September, and 
33 members will meet that Saturday at Lower Sabie 
Camp. A very enjoyable week-end is predicted, the 
weather permitting. 
The following members scored points with exhibits 

during the August 7th meeting, judged by Mr. Cowan : 
Set-Subject: Volkskas doorway. 
Advanced: Mr. Campbell-Mark I. 
Intermediate: Mr. Moolman-Mark I. 
Beginners: Mr. D. L. Clark-Mark II and Mark III. 

Open 
Advanced: Mr. F. T. Hong-Mark III. 
Beginners: Mr. B. Brits-Mark III. 

Mr. Perrin-Mark III. 
Colour Slides: 
Mr. Campbell-Mark I, Mark III (2). 
Mr. Smith-Mark I, Mark IT, Mark III. 

-J. P. Steyn, 
Acting Hon. Secretary. 
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<!ape ~own - J}obember Stb 
This is the last opportunity I will have of using this page, for next issue it will be taken 

up entirely-even to the extent of our artist's impression of Congress-to give you the hour 
to hour, even minute to minute, details of how you are going to spend your four days at the 
Cape. 

Entries for the Salon, our FIRST, are already exceeding expectations with a wide variety, 
not only in prints but countries ; the Annual General Meeting is high on the list-it is a 
necessity, so let it be done with; lectures of a high standard; M.P.D. discussions about matters 
entirely cine; two nights of films ; a Dinner in one of the Cape's most delightful hotels; a 
grand final day in the beautiful Drakenstein Valley with a Braaivleis in surroundings such as 
we only dream of! 

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO SEE YOU. 

Illustration by courtesy of McManus Bros. Cape Town. 

" ... and don't forget the kitchen sink!" 

@ Printed by The Citadel Press, 145, Bree Street, Cape Town 
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Their story hour will never end ... because someone took a picture. 

Today-as on every day since 1888-more pictures 
are being made the world over with Kodak fihn 
and cameras than with any other. 

You'll find Kodak film the world around 
in the familiar yellow box. 

KODAK (SOUTH AFRICA) \PTY.) LTD .. CAPE TOWN JOHANNES BURG DURBAN 
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