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Set Subject : Mood or Atmosphere 

Winner : Fiona Nell : “Half Way Home” : PDI Open : 28 Points 

 

Judge : Craig Hanger 
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APRL 2022 

Set Subject : Mood or Atmosphere 

2nd Place : Mike Hodgson :  “Breakfast” : PDI Open : 28 Points 

APRIL 2022                                                                                                         
Set Subject : Mood or Atmosphere 

3rd Place :  Neels Beyer : “Spiral staircase going up ” :  PDI Set  : 27Points 



FROM THE CHAIR 

 

The beautiful Autumn weather lately has persuaded some of us to venture into the vineyards 
in our particular part of the world.  During the last Public Holiday we were lucky enough to 
experience such a day at Rachel and Chris’s piece of paradise at Wedderwil Estate near Sir 
Lowry’s Pass. 
 

The colours in the vineyards were awesome, as were the proteas growing up against the 
slopes.  Add in quite friendly horses, and amazing vistas stretching down to Gordon’s Bay, 
and across to Devil’s Peak, and our day was made. 
 

There was a good turnout of members, and I would like to encourage you to try and make the 
party the next time we get out and about again! 
 

Enjoy these Autumn days! 
Nettie 

May 2022 

 

OUTING 

 

Rachel and Chris’s home @ Wedderwill Estate, Sir Lowry’s Pass 

 

Able to be there:  Gavin and Denise, Stephen and Lorrain, Helder and Sarah, Wynand, Peter 
and Mari, Neels, Wessel and Marelize, Fiona and Doreen, Steve T, Rachel and Chris, Nettie 

 

The weather was glorious – not a breath of wind, and wonderful sun.  Rachel advised us 
where we should go … first to the barn where photographic opportunities popped up as soon 
as your eyes got used to the gloom. All kinds of objects to look at with new eyes …    
 

We went to make friends with the horses, and a few bontebok in the adjoining reserve. Then 
to the vineyards.  Drove to the protea section – so many varieties in bloom!  The sunset was 
beautiful that evening – a vista right to Devil’s Peak. Then back to the house again to photo-
graph the pond – reflections on mirror-like water. 
 

To round off the afternoon we enjoyed champagne, wine, snacks, quiche, hot dogs, and soup!  
What a spread…!  And what an amazing time spent with Mother Nature…  Our thanks to       
Rachel and Chris, and their menagerie of fur kids! 
 

  
 

  



Rachel 

Stephen 

Gavin 

Wynand Marelize 

Timber, Marvin, Sandy and 
Rosy—thank you for              
graciously accepting the      
invasion of your space 

Denise Steve 

Marelize                                   Rachel 



 

AUDIO VISUALS 

 

Audio Visual Weekend to Kogelberg Eco Cabins : April 2022 

 

Able to be there:  Irmel, Marelize and Wessel, Hilldidge, David and Maggie, Nettie and            
Marguerite, Wilhelm, Izak and Lilla 

 

The Kogelberg Reserve is situated deep into the mountains between Betty’s Bay and Klein-
mond … Mother Nature at her best with plenty of hiking trails and beautiful vistas to             
appreciate.  The cabins are new, well furnished and appointed.   
 

Our AV group arrived to find that Irmel had set up shop with a screen and computers.  We 
were left to our own devices during the day – to photograph and/or work on our audio          
visuals, and in the evening we would have a ‘show and tell’ opportunity.   
 

Wessel had arranged with a Nature Conservation employee, to have someone lead us on a 
nature walk … 8kms later we landed back and needed a rest after that! 
 

The weekend was such a success that some members have already booked another weekend 
later in the year!  Our AV section is alive and flourishing … you are very welcome to join in – 
just contact Irmel! 

 

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wessel, all kitted up            Selwyn, our guide 

 

HPS AV Group two-monthly meetings:  

Venue: Irmel’s home or Lutheran Church Hall, Stellenbosch 

 

 

 

Date Wednesdays AV Subject 

25 May AV – ‘Single Subject’, create an AV with different images from one subject 

30 July Let a piece of music lead you to the creation of an AV 

28 September ‘Glass’ (2022 AV Makers Competition theme to be entered in October) 

30 November To be decided 



Photo Credit:  Marelize 



INSTAGRAM 

https://www.instagram.com/babaktafreshi/?hl=en 

https://www.instagram.com/babaktafreshi/?hl=en


FEATURE 

 

Discussion of the “New Growth” BW Image : Peter Dewar : Aprils 2022 

 

 

  
 

 

 

At the HPS Black & White meeting in April I submitted this      
image titled “New Growth” - as presented to the left here. 

During the discussion I mentioned that I found the background 
tree trunk a bit bland in this image, and that I should perhaps 
have used one of my collection of sky shots to enhance it. The 
other attendees were intrigued to hear that I could use sky 
shots to improve an image in this way, and asked me to           
explain. 

In Lightroom I have a collection of sky shots (currently 635   
images). Many of these are very dramatic skies, but there are a 
few that have soft gentle clouds. These latter ones I often use 
to enhance bland areas of my images. Where one has large   
areas of fields, or a road, or hills, or a wall, etc., that appear 
bland, it is possible to improve them using one of these images 
together with a suitable blending mode (typically soft-light, or 
overlay, or screen) in Photoshop. The effect is usually subtle, 
but your eye picks it up even though your brain may not       
consciously register it. This adds secondary interest to the   
image. 

I was asked if I could have a go at doing this to the image, and 
show it at the next BW night. However, I decided to do this 
write-up instead, since an effective demo on Zoom is some-
thing that I have never tried. 

I started with the BW image as shown above. Fortunately, I 
had not yet deleted my          Photoshop working file (.psd), so I 
still had available the mask of the new growth. (No need to 
generate a new mask!) 
From my collection of replacement skies, I chose the image 
to the right. 
 

This image was desaturated (to make it B&W), rotated 90 
Deg clockwise, and then flipped horizontally. The resulting 
layer was put above the image (as seen at the start of this 
write up), and expanded to fit the frame. Various blending 
modes were tried out, and the Overlay mode was selected as 
giving the best affect. A mask was applied to the layer so 
that the clouds did not affect the light on the new growth 
part of the image. Below is a screenshot of the resultant 
Photoshop layers panel. 

Here is the resultant image. Although it is possible to further          
enhance this effect, no other changes have been done here. 

Modified “New Growth” 



Spot the difference? Let’s put the images side-by-side to help demonstrate the differences. 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    “New Growth”                Modified “New Growth” 

 

Give this a go in your own images. It is fairly easy to do, and can often make a big improvement. 



2022 COMPETITIONS 

January  Reflections    July   Autumn 

February  Silhouettes    August  Patterns in nature/abstract 

March  Photography as art  September Drama of Light 

April  Mood or atmosphere  October  Portrait (environmental) 

May   Piers or docs or bridges  November Camera on the ground 

December In the forest 

 

A spring meteor shower from Comet Halley 

https://www.space.com/23363-eta-aquarid-meteor-shower.html 

 

https://www.space.com/23363-eta-aquarid-meteor-shower.html

