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I Doff My Lens Cap . . .
. . . to the Camera Club of Johannesburg. What a mag-
nificent PSSA Convention they have planned for October,
1972. It's breathtaking. As I may have said before, the
list of guest speakers is like a "Who's Who" in Inter-
national Photography. Let's go through that impressive
"honours roll" again ... There's Paul Yarrows (FPSA),
a senior executive of Kodak, Rochester, U.S.A., who has
earned world fame as a teacher of photography; Lester
Peterson of the U.S.A. as well, a world authority on
penguins and whose travels have taken him to remote
areas of the globe; Freeman Patterson (APSA) of
Toronto, Canada, a noted photo journalist and a man
who enjoys a very fine reputation as a teacher, writer
and judge of international photographic exhibitions ...
and we're not finished yet so take a deep breath.

There's Sir George F. Pollock (Bt. M.A., FRPS, FRSA),
a senior member of the Royal Photographic Society,
whose modern approach to photography has excited
photographic enthusiasts throughout the world. He is
also a critic of art and photography of international status.
And what about Dr. Raimo Gareis (APSA), senior mar-
keting man of the Agfa Gevaert Organisation? Yes, he's
coming too. As Mr. Harold Nackan, Convention Director
tells me, Dr. Gareis is one of the pioneers of modern
derivative techniques in colour print and colour slide
photography. He has presented many exhibitions
throughout the world and is also regarded in high esteem
as a teacher, author, and critic of photography at count-
less exhibitions in various parts of the world.

You may not have heard of W'illy Hengl, Hon. EFIAP,
but I am sure you will not forget this name after the con-
vention. Mr. Hengl 'is an exceptional photographer and
has over 5 500 'international acceptances to his credit -
and all in eight years too. Mr. Hengl is acclaimed as the
most successful monochrome exhibitor in the world to-
day - and that's saying somethingl He's also among
the best five in colour prints. And if that's not enough,
he is also master of the solarisation technique as well
as being a most competent photo-journalist and critic.

In October, during the PSSA Convention, some 'Of the
world's greatest exponents of the art of photography
will be in Johannesburg to present special programmes
and lectures to P'SSA convention delegates. Have so
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Seen at the Cape of Good Hope International Salon organised by the
Cape Town Photographic Society during April, are from left: Mr. Peter
Smits, a vice-president of the Cape Town Photographic Society; Mr.
Eric Vertue, ARPS, APS (SA), President, and Print Chairman, Mr.
Denis Fisher, FRPS, Managing Director of Kodak (SA) (Pty) Limited,
who officially opened the Salon, and Mr. Dick Pearce, a vice-president

of the Society .

many masters of the art ever appeared in South Africa
together before? I can't imagine it for a moment! What
a- fantastic opportunity this is going to be for photo-
graphic enthusiasts throughout this sunny land of ours to
drink at the fountain of wisdom ...

And talking of drinking ... there's also the PSSA
Honours Banquet, of course, a highlight of the PSSA
year. Without doubt, no member can afford to miss this
year's convention. No photographer worthy of the name
can afford not to beat a path to the Sunnyside Park
Hotel, Johannesburg, on October 9, so sign up for six
days of what will undoubtedly be a photographic ex-
perience that will live in your memory in the years to
come. Can't afford to travel from the coast to Johannes-
burg for convention? Nonsense! Convention 1972 can-
not be considered as an expense - it's an investment
from which you will be reaping the dividends for years
afterwards. So. . . see you there. All convention en-
quiries to: Mr. Harold Nackan, Convention Director, P.O.
Box 2585, Johannesburg.

One Of Those Compact Cassettes . . .
· · · popped into my letter box the other day. It was
from Lex Liston, APS (S.A.), Hon. Secretary of the
Springs Colour Slide Club, keeping me in touch with club
activities in the modern manner. Apparently, from what
Lex tells me, this Springs club has earned an enviable
reputation for itself in the realm of slide series. They've
been doing it for about 12 years now, so it's not exactly
a new technique to club members. Certain other clubs
in the land have been tackling slide series work for a
longer period but in any event the Springs Colour Slide
Club are extremely proud of their work in this field. Lex
himself earned his Associateship of PSSA in slide series
work and he has undoubtedly shown Springs the way ...

Lex goes on to say that 50 per cent of their members
are considered active workers ... a .rernarkable figure,
actually. You know as well as I do that most good folk
in camera clubs go there for entertainment. The Springs
Colour Slide Club holds a Salon each year of members'
work and this has spread the fame of the club through-
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out the Witwatersrand and even further afield. Talking
about slide series .. 0 one of the club's competitions
requires members to produce a slide story in six slides.
This apparently produces some interesting results from
time to time.

Springs lives up to its name . 0 • it's vital, active and
full of life. Good luck to them. May they go from
strength to strength.
Congratulations To . • .
•• 0 Robbie Robertson of Pretoria who has recently been
awarded his Associateship of the Royal Photographic
Society. This honour is not obtained easily and PSSA
extends its congratulations to a tireless worker, Robbie
-FPS (S.A.), ARPS.
There Are Grand Goings-on . . .
. . . at the "Eights" meetings of the Amateur Cine Club
of Johannesburg, to judge from the latest report of
activities which appeared in a recent edition of the club
magazine, ACC Screen. Mrs. H. Hobbs, as director of
an evening's shooting session, kept everyone on the hop
as a good director should. No sitting in a cane chair for
her! The film involved brandy drinking sequences and a
disappearing sponge cake ... an intriguing combination!
Quite obviously everyone in the "Eights" Club have a
lot of fun ... and that's what film making should be,
shouldn't it?
Triangular Slide Contest
Ivor Shepherd, Secretary of the Jabula Camera. Club
of Johannesburg, was on my hot line recently to tell me
about the big triangular colour slide contest being held
on the Witwatersrand. The three-pronged competition
is between Pretoria (SABS, CSIR and Pretoria photo-
graphic clubs), East Rand (Springs, Benoni and Ger-
miston photographic clubs) and Jabula showing the flag
for Johannesburg. There are three sections: open, nature
and experimental and 60 slides are being entered by each
of the three contestants. What a grand contest this is
going to be. Plaques are to be awarded in each section
and the big "hardware" night when all the sorting out
will take place is scheduled for August 28, 1972. Cer-
tainly a meeting worth attending!

Danger ... men at work. The Slide Series judges having a little
difference of opinion at the recent West Rand Exhibition of

Photography. From left: Lex Listen, Roland Till and Roy Milne.
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A study in concentration . . . The 'Print' judges at the recent
West Rand Exhibition of Photography hard at it. From left: Steve
D'Elboux F.P.S. (S.A.) of Pretoria; John Rushmer A.R.P.S.,

A.P.S. (S.A.); and Nat Cowan A.R.P.S., A.P.S. (S.A.).

The S.A. 10 Best Amateur Films Of
The Year ...

... has come and gone for another year and what a fine
crop of films delighted audiences at the public screenings
in the Shell Theatre, Johannesburg, at the end of June.
Ken Frankel, as head of the Motion-Picture Division of
PSSA, has done a fine job in encouraging South African
amateur film-makers. For those of you who were unable
to attend this most important film event of the year, per-
haps a few comments on the "S.A. 10 Best" will not be
out of place. A splendid documentary film on Jerusalem
produced by Mr. Solly Sher of Johannesburg romped
home as the winning film - and deservedly so. An in-
telligent, well-spoken commentary and superbly chosen
music complemented the excellent visuals. Entitled
simply "Jerusalem", the film was awarded the Derek
Beadle Trophy and PSSA Lion Trophy.

Taking second place - and taking away a Protea
Plaque - was Ken Frankel's film "Fashion Fantasy". A
highly-skilled production marked by flawless camerawork
and lighting, it exudes a professional gloss. Third place
went to "Sound of Silence", an anamorphic production
which impressed the judges with the excellence of the
acting by the leading lady. It was refreshing to find
amateur acting on a really professional level - for once.
The film content? An experience in terror. Les Baines of
Springs was the producer and has produced a film of
considerable merit.

One of the most remarkable films in the S.A. 10 Best
of 1972 was one called "The Time Machine", an 8 mm
animated film from Paul Monk of .Johannesburq. This is
one of the finest amateur animated films to come from
a South African in years and compares, in my opinion,
with some of the best produced by amateurs overseas.
"The Time Machine" is marked by excellent sets, out-
standing camera angles - and wonder of wonders -
an intelligent and credible story line. Paul Monk's film
is the amateur's answer to Kubrick's epic space film
"2 001".

All in all, "The S.A. 10 Best" of 1972 produced a mixed
bag of films but with many reflecting a growing aware-
ness by the producers of modern cinematic techniques.
This, indeed promises well for the future.
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