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P.S.S.A. - What Does It Mean?
"Please understand right at the outset that the Photo-

graphic Society of Southern Africa is not an organisa-
tion apart that makes laws and dictates terms - it is a
society made up of the people that it strives to serve."
Those are the words of Mr. Peter du Toit, in his capacity
as Chairman of the Executive Committee of P.S.S.A.
He's hit the nail right on the headl P.S.S.A. is our
Society. We are P.S.S.A.

Why join P.S.S.A.? A good question. You could
carry on in your own sweet way, of course, but you
could be missing out on some decided advantages.
P.S.S.A. exerts a friendly influence on all member clubs

"and individuals - throughout this sunny land of ours.
There 'is a mutual bond between all photographers. Help
and guidance is there for the asking. And don't pretend
you don't need it. Photography is a rewarding and
enjoyable hobby. It is also complex. There's nothing
more pleasant than to pick up some snippets of help
and advice from more experienced photographers.

When you are a member of P.S.S.A. you are eligible
to go to congress annually ... of course. Some good
folk think P.S.S.A. is just there to rubber stamp an
annual congress. There's more to it than that. P.S.S.A.
speaks for ali photographers in a loud and firm voice
when necessary. It took a stand over censorship some
years ago and we've all benefited. It went into action
over the performing rights 'issue' and today we all tape-
record discs willy-nilly without turning a hair. All your
club has to do is to pay a small fee - a fraction of the
normal cost.

There's much more that can be said ... but this is not
a back-slapping column for P.S.S.A. Let's move on to
other matters.

The Welcome Mat Is Out
A warm and friendly hand is extended to the follow-
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All smiles - and why not? Ed Buswell (right) and Dr. Peter Harris of the ACC
projection team get ready for the count-down before the screening of another
8 mm entry in the recent ACC 'Five Best' competition. The judges were most

i impressed with the high standard of projection at the judging session.

ing new members of P.S.S.A.: Jack Weinberg (Johan-
nesburg), Mrs. Margaret Bevis (Durban), Frank Stevens
(Florida, Tv I.), Charl Kocks (Vereeniging), Leslie
Luckhoff (Benoni), Benjamin Mulder (Welkom), James
Mills (Pietermaritzburg), De Aar Photographic Society,
Fort Beaufort Camera Club, lan Galloway (Welkom)
and Gabriel Theron (Bethlehem). Welcome to the fold,
folks. We need you - and so do photographers
throughout South Africa. As a member of P.S.S.A.,
carry the message of the fellowship of the Society
wherever your camera takes youl

Some of the old hands 'in P.S.S.A. may have raised
their eyebrows at seeing Margaret Bevis' name up there
among the newcomers. Actually she is no newcomer
at all and has been a member for years, backing up
husband Lionel, But Lionel was made an Honorary
Member of P.S.S.A. at the Durban Congress which
meant that Lionel's better half had to join P.S.S.A. in
her own right. Oh, well, all rather complicated ... but
we're glad they're both with us.

Slick Slide Shows
Some slide shows recently have been anything but.

And there have even been some occasions when I've
had to hang my head in shame. P.S.S.A. is hard at
work in an endeavour to establish a code of conduct
regarding the presentation of slides at public shows.
"Minimum standards will be laid down", Mr. Peter du
Toit says, "and as soon as we have something to
report it will be announced. This new scheme can only
benefit the public presentation of photographic work".

Well said, Mr. President ... I had a film of mine pro-
jected during a recent public show completely out of
focus from beginning to endl Ignoring the remarks that
my film was improved by that I feel that many films are
not made with this sort of treatment in mind. So per-
haps the firm hand of the Motion-Picture Division is
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necessary to see that the 'code of conduct' for the
presentation of films is adhered to.

Tackle Those Titles
A new lecture programme is now available entitled

'On Title Slides' for all colour slide enthusiasts. Pro-
duced by Margaret Bevis, the programme is available
to P.S.S.A. members at 50c a time. Interested? Then
drop a line to the Secretary, P.O. Box 2007, Johannes-
burg.

Doff Your Lens Caps
Congratulations to Ken Frankel of Johannesburg, that

tireless film maker, who has been elected Vice-President
of P.S.S.A. together with Len Abelheim. Both these
gentlemen are well known in photoqraphic circles and I
speak for many when I say that it is good to have them
at the helm.

Insects Have A Future
Well, that's what Len Lyons says in a recent edition

of 'Klik' magazine of the C.S.I.R. Camera Club. Len is
Editor of the Club's magazine and does an excellent job.
In a recent editorial he gave vent to his feelings on the
question of poor quality photographs of insects in
National and International photographic magazines.

You can count on Des Churchman, leading light of the Mondeor
Photographic Society to be within a radius of two feet of any
projector at any time. Here he is loading up an 8 mm sound machine
at a recent judging session held at his home. Des is custodian of
the Motion-Picture Division's film library and he is hard at work
getting the library of films ship-shape. A wide variety of films are
available for screening at club meetings throughout the country
and Des will be glad to tell you all about this important PSSA service
if you drop him a line at 207 Cadogan Avenue, Mondeor, Transvaal.
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Who said judges don't work for a living! Here Colin Houston
(in front), coat off, gets down to work with Dr. Eric Thorburn
at the recent judging of 8 mm entries in the ACC 'Five Best'
competition, held in Johannesburg. The panel of judges had to

give up their Saturday afternoon for this important task.

"I've seen better bugs on slides at our Club meetings",
he said. He went on to urge Club members to try and
break into the publishing word and earn themselves a
reputation as cham pion insect photographers. There's
fame and fortune (perhaps) at the bottom of your
garden!

The Eyes of an Eagle
Members of the Eagle Camera Club of Marshallstown,

Johannesburg, do not have very good memories. Well,
so the Editor of their Club magazine seems to think. He
reminds them to attend a practical evening on every
page of the magazine - and there are 10 pages. Not a
bad idea really. You can't fail to notice the announce-
ment. The magazine also deserves a bouquet for the
"in depth" articles on darkroom technique. Real, meaty,
practical stuff - what the hobby of photography is all
about!

Bouquet for the Backroom Boys
Joined a panel of erudite judges recently to determine

the 'best five' 8 mm films in the Amateur Cine Club's
"Films of the Year" annual contest. The most impres-
sive part of the afternoon's experience was the faultless
performance put up by the backroom boys Ed. Buswell
and Dr. Peter Harris. Strobes did not make them falter
for a moment. Every film was screened better, prob-
ably, than the producer could himself! It's enough to
make any competitive film maker utter a silent prayer
of thanks for unsung heroes such as these. And A.C.C.
members can be forgiven if they throw out their chests
a little bit more than other film folk.

A Sucker Wanted
I see that the Mashonaland Photographic Society is

advertising for a sucker. Not the lick variety but ap-
parently someone to run the club magazine. Dear me
... a sucker is the last person that should take to an
editor's chair. Controlling a club magazine might be a
thankless task but let's not overlook its importance.
The written word is a means of communication and
the club magazine is a medium of communication. In the
right hands it can exert a blinding force on club members.
And photographically speaking ... it can put your mem-
bers 'in the picture'. So, if I may say so, a sucker is not
required. But a worker is.
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Masters of Film Making
The Benoni Amateur Cine Club has a 'Master' distinc-

tion awaiting the film maker who satisfies the Club on
his standard of film making. This is a grade further than
most other clubs in the country and I must say I like
the idea. Benoni film makers go through the following
grades: Novice, Intermediate, Advanced _ and finally,
Master. Well, that final grade really means something
because quite clearly it's an uphill struggle all the way.
Films made by groups will not be considered, by the
way, and gradings will apply to individuals only. I
couldn't agree more.

Honours and Awards
Memo to all aspiring Associates and Fellows ... the

closing date for submissions of your work is January
31, 1972. And if that date does not suit you, the next
closing date is June 30, 1972. Don't procrastinate ...
work on your entry and the best of Republican luck
to you!

Got the Bird ...
... a swan to be exact. That's the emblem of the Florida
Camera Club which is emblazoned on their Club maga-
zine 'Wide Angle'. The 'Editorial' recently had something
to say about the submission of slides in competitions.
Apparently many judges have found slides to be dirty
with finger marks, spots and what-have-you. And that's
not even mentioning the question of Newton rings. 'A
dirty, grubby slide is unlikely to receive an award' says
the Editor, Jenny Thompson. Quite right too.

Begin with the Projector
That's what the Durban Amateur Cine Club and Mr.

lan Hepburn say in discussing the question of how to.
preserve films. "Look after your projector and you'll
look after your films" is the theme of this good bit of
advice on the back page of the magazine. Remove the
hard 'corns' of emulsion which often adhere to the pres-
sure plate. Get busy with that projector brush and clean
-the projector gate ... and every other part of the film
path. Then take care over re-winding. 'It's here where
more than 50 per cent of the film damage takes place'
says lan. And he's right. Tension is the word when it
comes to re-winding. Too little tension and the film is
loose on the reel, and film surfaces can then rub to-
gether with rather disastrous results. 'Nuff said . . .
you've got the message.

It's F.O.Y.Time Again ...
. . . that's what Jack Caithness, council member of the
Amateur Cine Club of Johannesburg, said on the. hot line
to my office recently. Once again, the A.C.C. will have a
bumper programme up their sleeves for screening at the
University of Witwatersrand Great Hall. The dates for
this year's show are February 2 and 4, 1972. So mark
them down in your diary right now. Like all A.C.C. Films
of the Year shows, the 1972 programme will be an excel-
lent one with faultless projection and a high level of
screen entertainment. Some first class films have been
earmarked for the show, notably one from the camera
of Mr. Basil Smith dealing with the 'Lost City of Incas'-
Machu-picchu, in Peru. Certainly not a film to be missed.
See you at the F.O.Y.
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YOUR
NEAREST
S.A.P.T.A.
DEALER
(Towns in Alphabetical
Order)

Bloemfontein

CHRISTOS
Leading Photographic

Dealers

39 MAITLAND STREET
Phone 89871

BLOEMFONTEIN

Bloemfontein

THE HOME OF
PHOTOGRAPHY

Everything
Photographic

Phone 71617 Box 1038
43 MAITLAND STREET

Calvinia
For Better Photographic
Equipment try us first.

We've got it!

Die Calvinia Apteek
(EDMS) BPK.

33a Hope Street
Phone 78 P.O. Box 122

CALVINIA, C.P •

Claremont-Cape Town

n:pharmacy
( Pty) Ltd.

MAIN ROAD - CLAREMONT

Box 42 Phone 69-8756

EQUIPMENT OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION

Franchised Dealers for
Paillard Bolex - Leica - Zeiss
Rolleiflex - Hasselblad - Kodak

Durban

8~~~
2S SALISBURY ARCADE

(corner Smith St.)
DURBAN

Also:
6 WEST STREET

DURBAN
WHERE YOU WILL FIND
EVERYTHING YOU NEED

Durban

There's always something
NEW at

Send for our NEW catalogue

86 FIELD STREET, DURBAN
Phone 23161

Durban

68 and 343 West Street, Durban

WE ON·LY SELL

THE
BEST

Florida

OSRIN
for Photo Service

FLORIDA PHARMACY
PHONE 762-1399
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