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It is with considerable trepidation that I take up the
reins relinquished by Syd Karnovsky and take on the
task of keeping readers informed of P.S.S.A. activities
in the columns of 'Photography and Travel' magazine.
It won't be easy to keep to Syd's high standard of 'com-
munication' but you can count on me doing my best.
Syd, at the time of writing, is 'across the waters' with
the jet set and we'll no doubt hear of his adventures on
his return.

P.S.S.A. - Is It Necessary?
Almost heretical talk, isn't it? But it's a question that

has been whispered in polite circles from time to time.
At the risk of giving the impression that I am naturally
reluctant to bite the hand that feeds me, I would like
to venture that P.S.S.A. is necessary. Its most important
function is to administer and guide the South African
Brotherhood of photographers - and take up the cudgels
on behalf of amateur photography in South Africa when-
ever its interests are threatened in any way. Then there's
the question of ensuring that national film festivals and
photographic salons are organised and administered to
the highest standards.

In addition, there's the P.S.S.A. photographic library
which has material of decided benefit for issue to
photographic clubs wishing to include items of special
interest on their programmes. The point I would like to
emphasise is that P.S.S.A. is alive and well and vitally
concerned with the needs and problems of the South
African amateur photographer and cinematographer. The
P.S.S.A. image will be actively promoted in these
columns in future issues.

"Moments With Minolta"
L. Saul and Company (Pty) Ltd, leading firm of photo-

graphic importers and distributors, presented a special
"programme of photographic interest to members of the
Somerset West Cine Group, Cape Cine Club, University
of Cape Town Film and Photographic Association, and
the Port Elizabeth Clubs during August under the title of
"Moments with Minolta", A wide range of equipment
was on display including everything from exposure
meters to macro-cine cameras as well as professional
Super 8 cameras. For the 'stills' fans there was a com-
mercial version of the Autospot meter - 1 Degree -
used by the Apollo astronauts and which had everyone
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dumbfounded with its accuracy. The programme also
included a "colour slide series with sound" on the yacht
Cariad's .participation in the 1971 Cape to Rio race, and
a 16 mm colour film on the manufacture of Minolta
cameras in Japan.

"Mad-Ads"
The East Rand Amateur Cine Club - that go-ahead

qroup led by President lan Fenwick - has. come up
With what I think is an excellent idea for stimulating some
inventive genius among cine workers. Going under the
heading 'Mad-Ads', club members have been invited to
submit four 1-minute ads on a 50 ft reel of film. As Mr.
George Canes, the big-time Johannesburg professionaf
film maker, said to members of the Mondeor 'Advanced'
Society recently - "new innovations in film making
should come from keen amateurs. Producing 'l-minute
co~merc.ials is an excellent exercise in getting to the
point quickly and clearly, creating impact In the first
10 seconds, tight editing and tiqhtly-synched sound".
At this rate, film commercials could actually be worth .
seeingl

On Ice
That doyen of travel films, Mr. Basil Smith of Johan-

nesburg, has had further honours heaped on him for·
his excellent travel film 'Antarctica'. As many of you
know, Basil took away a 'Golden Springbok Trophy' for
the film in the recent International Photographic Salon
and Festival held in Johannesburg :- and he has two
further travel films ready for screening in the near future.
There'll be no special premiere,' he said recently. 'My
latest travel films are on ice for the next big cine com-
petition.'

Good Hope International Salon
~he Cape Town Photographic Society will be holding

their Cape of Good Hope International Salon of Photo-
gr~phy in April 1972. Monochrome and colour pictorial
prints, nature prints, pictorial slides and nature slides are
welcome. Entry forms are available from Mrs. Raymonde
Johannesson, Salon Secretary, P.O. Box 2431, Cape
Town. So there's a summer assignment for you ... or,
if you don't have the time, you could go through your
photographic files and send in your best work.

The Rat Race
Seems that the rat race has permeated every sphere

of life __; even the inner sanctum of photographic clubs.
In the. latest issue of 'Iris' - that outstanding journal
from the S.A.B.S. Camera Club, Pretoria - I learn that
Mr. Len Abelheim F.P.S. (S.A.) during a visit to the
S.A.B.S. Camera Club intimated that enthusiasts should
enjoy their hobby for its own sake and not be concerned



too much with the remarks of judges and the 'rat race'
of 'pot hunting'. It's something we could all remember
to advantage.

Very Expensive
Still in Pretoria, I see that the bulletin of the Pretoria

Cinematography Club 'PIXIT' is also subject to visitations
from Gremlins and Printer's Devils and the like. In a brief
'ad' on the 1971 International Amateur Film Festival the
big prize was quoted as 'Return Air Ticket between Lon-
don and Johannesburg plus 14 days expenses.' I'll take
just the air trip, thanks ....

Overseas Travels
An important item which did catch my eye in 'PIXIT'

is the fact that photographers travelling abroad by air
should remember to carry all films - exposed or un-
exposed - in hand baggage. The X-raying of baggage
and cargo has become standard procedure among most
airlines and as you mayor may not know - X-rays
are not good for photographic emulsions.

Subject Control
A Kodak article published in 'Light Reading' - the

journal of the Bloemfontein Camera Club - gave me a
lot of food for thought. It was on subject control and
expressed the view that the best pictures are made, not
found. The crux of the matter is that photographers
should make sure that they have done everything possible
to create a good picture before actually pressing the
shutter release. This may involve waiting for clouds,
more dramatic lighting, changing camera positions for
better composition, using filters, and clearing the fore-
ground of beer cans and small boys! An excellent article.

S.A. 10 Best
The South Africa '10 Best' Competition for amateur

. films has been postponed to June 1972.
This gives all film makers more than enough time to

produce some first-rate prize-winners for next year.
Further information regarding the 10 best will be pub-
lished in due course.

In a Tizz
The Randfontein Photographic Society are still 'in a

tizz' over the fact that the king pin of the club - Dr.
Justus van Tonder - won the L. Saul and Company
award for the best South African 8 mm film in the recent
International Photographic Salon and Film Festival. His
prize? An all-expenses paid trip to Photokine '72 in
Cologne, Germany. Although his prize only takes effect
next September, he has already packed his camera in
preparation for the trip!

Gags Across the Border
The Rhodesian Picture Maker - monthly journal of

the Mashonaland Photographic Society - devotes a
page or two strictly for laughs. Some are worth repeat-
ing at the next Club Committee meeting. Like the
problem page: Dear Sir, "I have 'a new Hasselblad but
my wife says either it goes or she does. What should
I do?" Reply: "Hasselblads are status symbols - get
rid of your wife! Or ... "1 want to try bird photography.
Is it necessary to catch one and how should I start?"
Reply: "Try whistling."
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Mr. Basil Smith of Johannesburg checks through one of his new travel
films which will be entered for National and International competi-
tions next year. His most recent film 'Antarctica' has won numerous

awards. (See item "On Ice" on previous page.)

And Retiring Editor Syd Karnovsky writes
Photographic Society of America has just held its

annual convention and this year South Africa was well
represented - two members of the P.S.A., Camera Club
of Johannesburg's Barry Saffer and Phil Feitelberg
travelled to Toronto to the Convention and have had lots
of interesting news to impart. Our own P.S.S.A. con ...
vention for next October was plugged over there by
these two stalwarts who handed out thousands of
attractive pamphlets prepared in conjunction with the
Johannesburg Publicity Association, which featured
tourist attractions in Johannesburg and the Republic. It
is hoped that the P.S.S.A. congress next year will attract
many overseas visitors.

South African photographers were well represented in
the Toronto Salon, and Syd Karnovsky's Slide Series
"Arctic Journey" was screened. This series was awarded
an Honourable Mention in the P.S.A. annual International
Travel Essay Competition. Phil tells me that many clubs
were extremely interested in hearing about our systems
here, and in particular that of the Camera Club of Johan-
nesburg, for advancement of members through the be-
ginners section to the top.

Th~se P.S.A .. conventions are a wonderful place of
meeting where Ideas can be exchanged and techniques,
trends, etc., of photography world-wide can be dis-
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cussed. Similarly, here In the Republic our own P.S.S.A.
convention should be supported, so that we can see
what's happening all over the Republic.

Around the Clubs
From Johannesburg Photographic Society comes news

that the popular McEwans have both reached five-star-
exhibitor status in the P.S.A. ratings. To reach this high
rating required 288 acceptances in P.S.A. approved
Salons from at least 96 different slides. They are the
only husband and wife team in the Republic to have
reached this standard together. Statistically they have
between them won two Gold Plaques, two Gold Medals,
best nature slide at Brisbane, four P.S.A. Silver Medals,
two Silver Plaques, two Silver Medals (other than
P.S.A.), four Bronze Medals and 53 Honourable Men-
tions. The Johannesburg Photographic Society is justly
proud of Natalie and Bill and Photography and Travel
adds heartiest congratulations.

Camera Club of Johannesburg also has a couple of
members who are burning up the circuits. Roel Roelofson
has had over 200 acceptances since the beginning of the
year, including four gold medals in the last two months!
Mike Feldman on the Print side is aiming for his P.S.A.
four star rating. All these successes help to put South
Africa on the map photographically.

Durban Camera Club's Pan Magazine has an interest-
ing feature for members. Called Foto-trip, this is a series
of articles describing various parts of the Republic which
are suitable for photographic expeditions. Their Septem-
ber issue, for instance, has Foto-trip No. 4 which deals
with the picturesque Eastern Transvaal. A good service
to members, this series.

From the Free State comes news that Sand River
Camera Club has its first Golden Honours member. He
is popular Koos Prinsloo, well known for his fine nature
studies. He is also the first camera club member in the
Free State to reach this status.

All clubs in the Free State have formed the Association
of Central Photographic Clubs. The objects of this asso-
ciation are to assist clubs to develop by introducing
inter-club competitions, standardising the rules for pro-

i motion, and fostering a spirit of "Sarnewerkinq" between
clubs. The association will also be the guiding hand
behind the annual get-together 'of Free State clubs which
is on-e of the most popular features of the photographic
year in the O.F.S. The association is purely a domestic
affair and will of course work under the aegis of the
P.S.S.A.

Annual Club Bulletin Competition Results
Cecil Holmes and a co-journalist were the judges of

the P.S.S.A. Club bulletin contest, the results, of which
are as follows:

Section I (over 50 members). First a dead heat be-
tween Cape Cine World (monthly maqazine of Cape
Cine Club. Editor: lan Levy) and Viewfinder (Camera
Club of Johannesburg, editor Syd Karnovsky). Second:
Reflex (Johannesburg Photographic Society, editor
Deinnos Qually).

Sec~ion 11(under 50 members) First: Optika (monthly
magazine of Odendaalsrus Camera Club, editor Con.
Laubscher). Second: The Shutterbug (Shutterbugs
Photo Club, Vanderbijlpark, editor R. Erasmus).

Congratulations to all prize winners, and to those who
were unsuccessful - try again next year!
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YOUR
NEAREST
S.A.P.T.A.
DEALER
(Towns in Alphabetical
Order)

Bloemfontein

CHRISTOS
Leading Photographic

Dealers

39 MAITLAND STREET
Phone 89871

BLOEMFONTEIN

Bloemfontein

THE HOME OF
PHOTOGRAPHY

Everything
Phot~graphic

Phone 71617 Box 1038
43 MAITLAND STREET

Calvinia
For Better Photographic
Equipment try us first.

We've got it!

Die Calvinia Apteek
(EDMS) BPK.

33a Hope Street ,
Phone 78 P.O. Box 122

CALVINIA, C.P.

Claremont-Cape Town

11u-Pharmaclj
(Pty) Ltd.

MAIN ROAD - CLAREMONT

Box 42 Phone 69-8756

EQUIPMENT OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION

Franchised Dealers for
Pai lIard Bolex • Leica • Zeiss
Rolleiflex • Hasselblad • Kodak

Durban

Si)

J ~~"'~
25 SALISBURY ARCADE

(corner Smith St.)
DURBAN '

Also:
6 WEST STREET

DURBAN
WHERE YOU WILL FIND
EVERYTHING YOU NEED

Durban

There's always something
NEW at

Send for our NEW catalogue

86 FIELD STREET, DURBAN
Phone 23161

Durban

68 and 343 West Street, Durban

WE ON,LY SELL

THE
BEST

Florida

FLORIDA PHARMACY
PHONE 762-1399

OSRIN
for Photo Service
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