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AROUND' THE CLUBS
MOST clubs seem to have had their annual elections for committees
and executives, and many and varied are the comments one reads
in the club bulletins. In some clubs, the same diehards have been
returned once again, and the cry is that once again not enough
willing hands are to be found,always the same people shouldering
the responsibility etc., but in some clubs I noted a very encouraging
sign - new people accepting office, taking on the important tasks
of running a club, and giving the members 'who had been hard at
it for many years solidly, a break.

Photo clubs in this country are on the, up and up. Member-
shi ps are increasing and the standards are reaching all time highs.
When one considers that the entry for the third round of the Inter-
national Club Print competition held in the U .S.A., sent in by
Camera Club of Johannesburg, brought this club to number one
position in the AA class the highest category in the U.S.A. it can
be appreciated that some of our workers are _reaching a consistent
world class level.

Then there is' Ludi Blum, one of our best nature photographers,
who has been invited by Queensland Art Gallery to send some of
his work for pictures to be selected to _hang in their permanent
collection, and this next to workers like Karsh, etc.

John Rushmer of Johannesburg was recently asked to send one
of his pictures to hang in the permanent collection in the Eastman
Kodak Club. These photographers came up from the beginners
grade in their clubs, and this shows how important the club can be
in helping photographers to find their, full potential.

From Cape Town, we hear that their members' entries swept the
boards at Welkom Salon, in the Cine Section. Well done. Cape
Town's building fund is growing apace and they have over half their
target. Very few other clubs seem to have this ambition.

Pretoria IS working enthusiastically towards April, when the
first international exhibit will be held. Details have already been
given to readers and this is 'a reminder to get your entries 'in early.
Entry forms from R. W. Robertson, P.O. Box 20048, Alkantrant,
Pretoria. ' .

CAPE TOWN IN JANUARY
From the first week in January, an air of excitement seemed to

pervade the mother city, and all thoughts turned towards the docks
and more especially to SS Unite, and the Royal Cape Yacht Club,
where the yachts were assembling for the Cape-Rio race. Every
day eager yacht fanciers were to be seen walking slowly up and
down the rows of beautiful yachts.

Photographers were out in force, but on the 13th, 14th. and
15th the weather was unkind. That soft sleet that only seems to fall
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in Cape Town never seemed to stop. However, on the actual day
of the start, the 16th, miracle of miracles, the weather cleared, and
what a wonderful day it was.

The main topic of conversation was when and where to take up
a position to get the best view of the exciting moment when the
starting gun was to go off.

Lucky ones had passes to the shore in front of the breakwater
at Granger Bay where the starting line was located.

From noon, groups of people started to arrive, although the
race was only due to start at 3.30. The assortment of cameras was
fantastic.

Almost every man and many women carried cameras and
. tripods, unipods, chest-pods, gadget bags bulging on all sides, long
long tele lenses. The south-easter was blowing and so photographers
had to constantly protect their equipment from the driving dust.

By 1 p.m., the first yachts started to sail round and the cameras
started clicking. Unfortunately, however, the distance was deceptive,
and what one needed was at least a 300 mm lens, which not every-
one possesses. The answer will be to copy the portion of the picture
which showed the best angle of the yachts.

The rescue teams arrived at about 2 p.m. and put on a very
colourful show; helicopters, rescue boats, flares and all, which should
have given the keen photographers some consolation for the diffi-
culties of the previous couple of hours.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: C'OLOUR SLIDE CLUBS
Up to now, clubs have been sending their slides to Len ~belheim.

Len Miller has taken over this division, and so the slides must
henceforth be sent to him at the following address:

Len Miller, P.O. Box 45017, Mayfair, Johannesburg.
In a letter from Len just received, he writes as follows:
"There must be many clubs throughout the Republic which, up

to now, have not availed themselves of this .service. They .~a.ve, at
their disposal, a wonderful medium of having the capabIlItIes. of
their members evaluated, and constructive criticism passed, by which
their standard of photography can so easily improve.

The transparency division of PSSAo~ers each and. ~very clu?
the services of experts in every photographic sphere, e.g. In _portrai-
ture natural history, macro-photography, landscape, expenmental,
floral, etc. etc. We welcome any enquiries and your letter will receive
our immediate attention.

The writer has taken over a great responsibility in taking over
the chair from Len Abelheim, who has always exerted himself to
the full to be of service, not only to clubs, but also to individual
members of PSSA. He has set an extremely high standard which
the writer certainly hopes to uphold.

LIFE PHOTOGRAPHS
For ARTISTS and ART LOVERS

MONOCHROME and COLOUR SLIDES
ALSO WORLD· WIDE TRAVEL SLIDES
Send for lists. Selection £1 to £5 (p.o.)

State interests.
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( 'IID'Z ) FILM - GOOD FILM!
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Once again, we have a wonderful hobby and it is up to the
chairm~n or secretaries of the numerous clubs to take advantage
of services offered by this division and by so doing help their mem-
bers to progress from strength to strength.

I list below some other divisional chairmen whose addresses may
not be in club secretaries' address lists: Print Division.: H. Stay
APSSA 15, 12th Avenue, Parktown North, Johannesburg.

Motion Picture Division. K. Frankel, APSSA 103, Mon Viso,
10th St., Killarney, Johannesburg.

Honours and Awards. R. G. Till, FPSSA, 3 Hazel Street, Wood-
mere, Germiston, or P.O. Box 15729, Siemend, Transvaal.

THE LATE JIM BARRATI
In our last issue we advised the sad news about the passing of

Jim Barratt in the O.F.S., but we were unable to obtain an obituary
notice in time for insertion. From his club, Welkom Photographic
Society comes the following tribute:-

"The passing of Jim Barratt on the 5th December, 1970 came as
a shock to all of us. A heart attack during the early hours of the
1st December caused his family much anxiety and so began their
long patient watch. Complications worsened his condition and despite
a gallant fight for life to the very end, Jim quietly answered his
Home Call, at 2.15 that Saturday afternoon.
The Welkom Photographic Society has lost one of its greatest

architects in the death of Jim Barratt. Indeed it was he together
with a small group of enthusiasts who set about forming the Society
here in Welkom in 1955, a year after his arrival on the Free State
Goldfields. From its very incept Jim's driving force was to set a
foundation for the Society that has stood firm for 15 years and
which may be described as a period of vigorous growth. Yes, growth
during which led to the establishment of the Welkom National
Salon. A salon recognised throughout Southern Africa as one of the
best run and organised in our land.

In some of, the 'beautiful tributes received by his family some
have said of Jim that he "was the Welkom Photographic Society".
How true these words are for they do echo the thoughts of many
who knew him and were privileged to work with him, for he served
as a Committee Member every year of his membership. He held the
position of Secretary on several occasions and on at least eight he
was elected Chairman, a position he held at his untimely death.

His faithful service to our Society was recognised by his fellow
members who bestowed upon him an Honorary Life Membership in
1968; an honour well earned and richly deserved.

But Jim did not confine his activities and energies to the Welkom
Society. He, being an unselfish character, moved about the province
and again with a small band of willing workers from neighbouring
clubs in the Orange Free State became closely associated with the
starting of what has today become known as the "Orange Free State
Annual Family Outing". This year no less than nine Free State
clubs were represented at the "Outing" held at Bethlehem. And a
few years 'back he was also appointed Regional Chairman of the
Orange Free State Region by the directors of the Photographic
Society of South Africa Limited, and so he began moving about
with confidence in the highest circles of the Photographic Society
of South Africa. His influence here was just beginning but time
alone will tell and so open yet another chapter.

His proud possession was an album of salon stickers and
certificates accumulated over the years as a regular exhibitor, prov-
ing his ability on National and International Salons. The trophies
of the Society all have his name engraved upon them, except the
cine trophies. He harboured no secrets about his photography, giving
advice to all was one of his greatest delights and his darkroom was
always open to those who sought his 'know how' and techniques
which he offered without reservation.

Jim has gone the way all men must surely tread, but one thing
remains and that is that he has left behind an impression so indelible
that he will always 'be remembered in the photographic annals of
the Welkom Photographic Society.

To his sorrowing wife, Gladys, and his family and grandchild-
ren, we extend our deepest sympathy."
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