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The Union Internationale du Cinema d'Amateur+-the
international union of amateur cine federations-holds a
Congress in a different country in Europe each year and
this year it took place in Amsterdam, with Holland as
"Unicaland" the host country. With typical Dutch
hospitality and ability the Congress was a masterpiece
of organisation and dignity, coupled with the friendly and
co-operative "Unica Spirit". The beautiful Amsterdam
Hilton Hotel was Congress Headquarters, with the General
Assembly meetings held in the nearby Minerva Pavilion
and the projection of films in the inter-nation film competi-
tion was held in the Spinoza Lyceum. The Spinoza Lyceum
is a very modern school with a most suitable auditorium
and a closed circuit television system that enabled members
of Congress to see and to hear the films out of the main
hall when necessary.

This year I was privileged to represent South Afri~a
and the Motion Picture Division of the Photographic
Society of Southern Africa Limited, as the official delegate
to Congress. With the increasing interest in serious amateur
filming throughout the world and the increase in the
number of countries in UNICA it is essential that we
maintain this representation.

'UNICA CONGRESS consists broadly of:
The General Assembly of official delegates from each

of the 34 member countries. Only these correctly appointed
delegates may participate in the discussions and the voting,
although any member of Congress may attend these discus-
sions as a spectator.

The Inter-Nation Film Competition. Each member
country selects its four best films-two Scenario, one
Documentary and one Abstract-and, provided that these
have not been in any international amateur film festival
other than those that have the Patronage or official
recognition and approval of UNICA, they may be entered
in the great inter-nation contest. The jury or judges for
this are appointed by the member countries before
Congress and naturally a juryman does not assess the films
from his own country.

The General Congress: Any amateur cine worker whose
country is a member of UNICA can attend Congress and
participate in the many activities-the General Assembly,
Film Projection, banquets and tours. This year there were
about 320 enthusiastic amateurs at Amsterdam for the
week-long Congress, for many it is part of their annual
vacation. Some twenty-four countries were represented
at the gathering and one has to experience, personally,
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the tremendous friendly spirit of international goodwill
in amateur cine work to understand the progress that
has been achieved by UNICA in international collabora-
tion. The main object of UNICA is, in fact, to assist
the individual amateur by full co-operation between the
many national federations and by advice and suggestions
to the contact point of the cine amateur-the club.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
UNICA is controlled by its own regulations or Statutes,

formed by international discussion and agreement. It has

UNICA CONGRESS 1965, General Assembly of delegates:
left to right: V. Ostrowski, Poland; C. M. Knowles, South
Africa; A. J. M. Collins, Canada; Y. Rannikko, Finland.

a very strong and active Central Committee under Presi-
dent Wilhelm Hermann of Germany and General
Secretary Dr. Jules De Wandeleer of Belgium with Mr.
Werner Kaufman of Switzerland as Treasurer. This Com-
mittee attends to overall planning and finance while the
Technical Committee under Mr. Pierre Robin of France
attends to other general administration. Reports from
these committees were read and discussed and, in spite
of the fact that the Assembly has many nations, some-
times with different outlooks, temperaments and ideas,
the discussions were held with a minimum of argument
and ended always with commendable agreement or com-
promise. The discussions on the Committee's work was
most interesting as they indicated the belief of the many
countries in the need for an international organisation
and their interest in the promotion of the amateur film.

The President outlined also how the main Committee
is planning its promotional activities around what UNICA
describes as the amateur film complex-, this complex is:

The vast industries manufacturing cine equipment.

(Continued on page 43)
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"UNICA" CONGRESS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY-continued

The innumerable sales outlets for this equipment.
The literature and many periodicals directed at the cine

amateur.
Organised amateurs-that is, clubs and national federa-

tions.
It is the opinion of UNICA that this complex should

direct its efforts at all times in the interests in the cine
amateurs and the President explained how UNICA is in
close contact with all four groups of this complex inter-
nationally and within the past year has achieved a com-
mendable degree of co-operation between them.
As an indication UNICA is now issuing a very fine

Bulletin-"The World of the Amateur Movie Maker"-
which will be published five times a year with 30,000
copies in each issue. Every Club, being a member of a
national federation which is part of UNICA, will receive
three copies free each issue. "The World of the Amateur
Movie Maker" will be directed at Club Presidents and
Committees, giving amateur cine news on an international
basis, advice and suggestions on club work, debates and
discussions on equipment and film production. Sugges-
tions may be sent in through the national organisations
to the publisher, Mr. Max Abegg, of Switzerland. The
publication of this Bulletin is financed to a large extent
by manufacturers of cine equipment and also the sales
outlets for equipment. Immediately up-to-date lists of
clubs are received by UNICA the Bulletin will be posted
and, as far as South Africa is concerned, this is being
attended to.

Congress Regulations: The Rules governing the inter-
nation film competition were discussed and agreed, includ-
ing the marks required for the Gold, Silver and Bronze
Medals and the Certificates of Honourable Mention, and
also the Trophies that are awarded from various aspects
of film production.

In the UNICA competition there is no placing of films
other than the award of medals and certificates but points
are awarded to eventuate in a placing of countries.

Patronage: Rules concerning the award of Patronage or
official recognition of an international amateur film
festival were reviewed. The Patronage of UNICA now
gives a film festival considerable status throughout the
world.

Equipment: Discussion was held on several aspects of
new equipment and while the Committee expressed some
concern the effect of clubs of a new Super 8 proposed by
one manufacturer, the General Assembly considered that
this new simplified form of equipment would introduce
many more people to clubs. This particular equipment
would have 50 feet of 8 mm. in magazine form returned
from processing still in the magazine and then this would
be inserted into a new and simple type of projector.

Future Prospects: Mr. Hermann expressed the view of
the Committee that great developments were anticipated
in the amateur film world in general and that UNICA
realised its responsibilities and that it has been developed
to undertake the work of co-ordinating the amateur film
complex to meet the considerable increased interest
envisaged.
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UNICA CONGRESS 1964: General Assembly of official delegates
from 24 countries in session at the Minerva Pavilion.

UNICA FILM COMPETITION
Probably the most interesting part of Congress is the

inter-nation competition, for which each country should
send its four best films, selected by its own competition.
As these are the best possible they should be technically
perfect and so judging tends to centre around the theme
of the film and how it is expressed in cinematographic
form. While some of the films were not really technically
perfect, and undoubtedly suffered for this, it is defin.ite
that the overall quality is superb. Many films were In-
credibly good, displaying photographic artistry equalling
professional techniques whilst using the normal fa~ilities
available to amateurs. All the films were produced In the
amateurs' average surroundings, with normal equipment
available to amateurs and yet with imagination and crafts-
manship. Altogether 86 films were presented to the Jury
and the projection was a credit to the Holland
organisation.

The projection went off with practically no hitches
although there was no rehearsing of the films. Exactly
five minutes were allowed between films, timed by the
projection of a stop-watch on to the screen. At th~rty
seconds before the five minutes lapsed there was a chime
and then on the dot a loud gong and the lights dimmed
for the next film. While five minutes may not seem long
enough time to some to assess a film, each member of
the jury had an individual light to enable him to make
notes and the film marking was, in fact, done easily in
the time. More comments could be made if the interval
was longer, but this would necessitate the re-arrangement
of the Congress programme.
The whole jury judged every film although the Rules

of Congress state that the jury should be divided into
categories. This was done as well, so both systems were
used as a test and national federations are now asked to
comment upon the system to be used in future. Category
judging may be more exact but with the many language
groups present at Congress it could bring about a language
grouping of the jury which may tend to have an adverse
effect upon the film making. In total the judging was
accurate and the employment of both systems showed no

(Continued on page 45)
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"UNlCA" CONGRESS
FILM COMPETITION continued

great difference, the marks appeared to work out evenly
over both.
Space does not permit a description of the many films

entered for Congress but the Gold Medal Award winners
are:
"77.297"
"Der Ameisen Kreig"
"Strada Di Sabbia"

F. Blizek.
H. Braig.
A. Ceccarelli.

Czechoslovakia.
Germany.
Italy.
Spain."Don Palomo" Juan Pruna.

"The Thousand and Pierre Robin.
Second Night" France.
All these are outstanding in every way and, of course,

Pierre Robin and Juan Pruna have sent films to South
Africa for our own Festivals. Both have produced real
masterpieces this year. South Africa, unfortunately, did
not gain any awards this year for the simple reason that,
however good ours are, others were better. It is a very
high honour to obtain a UNICA award and something
that South African amateurs should strive for and it is well
within the ability of our cine amateurs. I must emphasise
that all the films at UNICA are normal amateur films and
that there is no emphasis upon films of a sombre nature.
All amateurs are striving after new ideas and new themes
and while some films may be based upon a psychological
theme or heavily dramatic very many are the good old
travel and documentary and also many scenario or pro-
duction efforts. There are many brilliant comedies and
films on light-hearted subjects and one must not get the
incorrect impression that our own films do not match up
on subject matter. Techniques are more advanced and
perhaps more films rely upon acting' ability as well as
subject matter than ours but South Africa can and should
equal those films produced on the Continent. It is essential
that we send an entry each year, we have gained UNICA
awards in the past and can do so in the future.
The top three countries this year were:

1. Italy.
2. France.
3. Germany

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Congress includes some delightful excursions and one

full day was spent in wonderful company, touring Holland
and really excellent entertainment was provided for the
many amateurs who attended Congress.

In addition there was the opening Cocktail Party, the
Inaugural Dinner and the Official Opening by a Cabinet
Minister and then, at the end, the very dignified and
impressive concluding Banquet. At this Banquet the
awards are announced and are presented to the producers
or to the representatives of each country. This award-
giving ceremony ends with the handing over of the official
flag bearing the UNICA emblem to the country which will
conduct the following year's Congress.

In 1965 UNICA Congress will be at Dubrovnik, Yugo-
slavia, for the week commencing 24th August. It will be a
wonderful week for any cine amateur from South Africa
who wishes to attend and we hope that next year, apart
from the official delegates, there will be a group from
South Africa. Congress is very enjoyable and very
impressive.
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ST. GEORGE'S HOME FOR BOYS
If any members have any item of equipment it would

be appreciated by St. George's Home. This is a cause
worthy ui your support as the boys are doing some very
good work under difficult conditions.

-Editor.

P.S.S.A. NEWS
We have had two complaints that insufficient P.S.S.A.

News is published in Amateur Photography.
The answer is that if we have anything to say, we say it.

We are only too pleased to publish any item of news
which is felt to be of interest to photographers generally;
but as we don't employ a team of reporters it may be that
some item which you think is of interest is not reported,
simply because we haven't heard about it. So if you or
you or you have any item of news you consider worthy
of publication, please send it to P.O. Box 2007, Johannes-
burg before the last Wednesday in any month.
Articles on photographic matters are always welcomed

by the Editor and these should be submitted directly to
Amateur Photography.

FOR SALE
• VICTOR MAGNETIC SOUND stripe unit for recording

sound on 16mm film. Brand new condition, complete
with instruction book and circuit diagram. Can be
adapted to fit any 16mm sound projector to make
your own talkie films. A snip at R75 or nearest offer.

• PAN CINOR ZOOM LENS for Bolex 16RX camera,
17 to 8Smm. A real bargain at Rl00 or nearest offer.

P.O. BOX 135, BETHAL

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
of the

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN
AFRICA

P.o. Box 2007, Johannesburg.

I, , hereby apply for
membership of P.S.S.A. and, if admitted, agree to abide by all

regulations of the Society.

My postal address is:

I am a member of .
(other photographic bodies)

Qualifications Race .
I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for R to cover
Annual Subscription (R3.1S); Blazer Badge (R1.7S); Lapel
Badge (7Sc) and commission.

Date................ Signature .
Individual photographers may use this form, or a facsimile,
when applying for ordinary membership of the Society.
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